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Preface 1

Zheng Xinmiao
The Palace Museum, Beijing
November 30, 2009

Jueyuan Temple is located at the southwest end of the Road to Shu
and Jianmen Pass. There is an old saying that the plank roadway is hard and
dangerous among the Road to Shu, but the southern way is harder and more
dangerous than the northen one, which starts from Ninggiang, Shannxi
Province in the north and extends to Wulian, Jiange County, Sichuan Province in
the south. The southern way stretches over 300 km along rivers and mountains.
Itis generally acknowledged as the hardest section of the Road to Shu. Jueyuan
Temple in Wulian is situated at the end of the hardest road. It is both an
intersection point of short-cuts and uneasy paths and a place for officials from
the capital and merchants to have a rest before they entered the southwest
region including the Shu from the Qin. The Prime Minister of Shu, Zhuge Liang
once stayed here on the way of his northern expedition.

In the Southern and Northern Dynasties(420-589), Wulian Town once had
jurisdiction over Fujian Prefecture and Wugong County. Andu Prefecture and
Wulian County established their seats of local government here. There used
to be prosperous in history. In the reign of Zhiyuan, Kublai Khan of the Yuan
Dynasty, the county was abondoned, but markets revived later.

Temples were built in Wulian during the reign of Zhenguan, the Tang
Dynasty because its special geographic position and prosperity of commerce
and trade. In the period of Yuanhe, Emperor Xianzong, it was named Hongji
Temple. In the period of Yuanfeng, Emperor Shenzong’s reign of the Northern
Song Dynasty, it was renamed Jueyuan Temple by an imperial order. In the
period of Shaoding, Emperor Lizong’s reign of the Southern Dynasty, Fachang, a
monk, built Buddhist Scriptures Depositary and repaired bridges and steps with
stone that were destroyed by the end of the Yuan Dynasty.

Jingzhi and his disciple Daofang were abbots of the temple successively
in the early years of Tianshun, Emperor Yingzong's reign of the Ming Dynasty.
Both of them rebuilt temples and worshipped Buddha statues. They also asked
painters to paint Shakyamuni’s life story on the walls. In the mid-Ming Dynasty,
the temple was once renamed Puji Temple. It was resumed Jueyuan Temple
after the reconstruction in the Qing Dynasty.

There are triple halls and chambers on both sides in existence in Jueyuan
Temple now. It takes Mahavira Hall as the axis. The front is Heavenly King Hall.
Avalokitesvara (Guanyin in Chinese) Hall is behind it. The east and west flanking
halls are symmetrically arranged. It represents the aesthectic concept of
harmony in the layout of Chinese temples architecture.

The sculptures, murals, and all ritual utensils of display in Mahavira Hall
are relics of the Ming Dynasty. Its exquisite incense burner at the top are
inscribed: “Master Jingzhi returned after he wandered about the Shu and

made a pilgrimage to Mount E'shan during the period of Tianshun. He used

the donations to establish Mahavira Hall and Buddha images. When he would

finished his job, the master passed away. " and " as his disciple Daofang as the

abbot, he and all the monks in the temple cast an incense burner with followers’

donations in order to worship Buddha. " The temple completion time inscribed on
the burner is the period of Renzi (1492), Hongzhi, i.e. the fifth year of the reign of
Emperor Xiaozhong of the Ming Dynasty. It happened over 500 years ago.

In the halls of Jueyuan Temple, statues of Amitabha, Tathagata, Kassapa,
Ananda, Avalokitesvara, Manjusri, Samantabhadra and camphor wood sculptures
of 24 celestial deities carved on timbers are vivid. The artistic merit are extremely
high.Itis particularly valuable that the 209 mural paintings of Life of the Buddha
are on the walls, whose total area are 173.58 square meters. According to the
painting size, or the artistic taste, and the preservation of a good degree, we can
say that it is rare among the paintings of the same period and similar type in our
country. And Jueyuan Temple in Wulian is at the end of the south plank way on
the Road to Shu. Although it has experienced various vicissitudes of life, temple
architectures and murals were well preserved. What a luky thing it is!

Mr. Wang Zhenghui, Member of Guangyuan Municipal Standing Committee
and Director of Publicity Department of CPC, is for the purpose to retain the
murals for future generations. He took opportunities of holidays such as Chinese
New Year and gave up gatherings with him family members many times. He
stayed in Jueyuan Temple and took ladders and scaffolding and photograhed the
209 murals carefully. Such initiative and enthusiasm are commendable. It is also a
beneficial thing that he compiles the photos as an album.

Mr. Ruan Rongchun, who is a senior researcher at Shanghai Art Academy,
made a comprehensive study of origins of the draft copy, art genres, the art
of painting style, techniques of human figures, animals, landscapes and trees
after he had an investigation. He also provides his interpretation about 209
murals of Life of the Buddha according to the content of images. | think that
it is undoubtedly of great benefit for visitors and readers to understand. | am
very pleased after | visited Jueyuan Temple and read A Collection of the Ming
Dynasty Murals of Jueyuan Temple, Jiange.We often regret that we cannot tell
details after visiting a mounment. However, the publication of the coffee table
book photoed by Mr. Wang Zhenhui and written by Mr. Ruan Rongchun will
greatly make up for regrettable imperfections of visitors and researchers. On
the occasion of printing the book, | hereby write some words to illustrate the
responsibility of protection of cultural relics and heritages and the significance

of carrying forward the fine traditional Chinese culture.

The Palace Museum, Beijing
November 30, 2009
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Preface 11

Shi Yongshou
Head Abbot of E‘'mei Mountain
Vice President of the Buddhist Association of China

The Golden Ox Path and the impregnable Jianmen Pass have been
key points to Kingdom of the Shu since the ancient times. Along the
road, it was covered with dense green forest. The entrance to the Shu
was open to the outside world after Five Strong Men built up a plank
road along cliffs. The road extended thousands of li, which linked far
and near. The civilization of Central Plain entered the Shu along the road
during the period of the Qin Dynasty. The Buddhism started to spread
at the Wei and the Jin Dynasties in the same way. Chinese and Indian
monks went back and forth so that Buddhism was very popular in this
area. Since then, monasteries and nunneries were dotted inside and
outside the Jianmen Pass like stars. Holy Buddha images and statues were
splendid in sacred halls and palaces. There is a monastery named Yueyuan
by the road. It originated during the heyday of the Tang Dynasty and
revived in the early period of the Ming Dynasty. The Life of the Buddha
murals of the Ming Dynasty are rarely seen in the Ba and Shu regions.

The landscape around Jueyuan Temple is tranquil and peaceful.
The eight major events of Shakyamuni, founder of Buddhism, were
portrayed on the walls of Mahavira Hall. The wall paintings are classified
into 14 groups and 209 pieces in total number. Painters depicted
Buddha's story vividly and correlatively. The effect of pictures is in an
imposing manner. With techniques of fine brushwork, minute attention
to details and rich, elaborate coloring, the painter portrayed the story by
using lines and golden powder. The composition is so nice that human
figures, landscape coexist in order. It is really a new way of explaining
Buddhism through paintings which enables people to understand and
obscure Buddhism theology easily. Their ability could match ancient top
painters Cao Zhongda and Wu Daozi and made believers approaching
to Buddhism faith by images.

So incredible! These murals of Life of the Buddha are shining

upon our hearts like the sun and the moon so that we have a feeling

as if we had found a treasure. The wisdom and mercy of Buddha and
the boundless of beneficence of bodhisattvas were showed in their
appearances and behaviours. The Buddhism doctrine and karma were
allincluded in these pictures.

As for the richness of thoughts and sutras in the murals, it is
amazing and worthy of praise. The triple world, i.e. kama, rupa and arupa,
is but one mind. Everything comes from visual sense and perception.
During the process of Samsara, transmigrating eternally within six
realms,including paradise hell and the human world, like an ever-turning
wheel, nothing can dominate. People treat Buddha as the great teacher
of triple world and father of all living things.If practioners combine
methods and wisdon, they will find a path to utter perfection. Then it
is a greatly fortunate for all living creatures if people are converted to
Buddhism after that.

Through the wall paintings, followers can attain the keys to
Buddhism sutras, karma which refers to the universal law of cause
and effect that are available for their salvation and the self-cultivation.
Meanwhile, we know how mighty the great wish and merit of Buddha
and bodhisattvas could be. The painter's purpose is not pursuit of fame
or wealth but promotion and spreading of Buddhism. They encourage
people to believe in Buddha's wisdom and mercy and follow suit.

However, such a magnificent work is preserved in a remote and
ancient monastery so that few people know it. What a pity! It is fortunate
that our country is in a flourishing age and growing in prosperity.
Although the strong Tang dynasty had been gone long, the Buddhism
is still widely spread and believed.These murals now are sorted out and
prepared to be published so that they spread far and reach among
masses. The compilers ask me to write a preface.l am deeply moved
by their charitable deeds because it is beneficial for either Buddhism or

today’s development. It is an honour for me to write it.
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