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Pictorial Biographies of Great Thinkers
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~ Preface -

In March of 2014, President Xi Jinping pointed out in his speesﬁ delivered in the headquarters of
UNESCO, “Having gone through over 5000 years of vicissitudes, the Chinese civilization has always kept
to its original root. Unique in rEpre’senting China spiritually, it contains some most profound pursuits of the
Chinese nation and provides it with abundant nourishment for existence and development.” The Chinese
traditional culture is just like trickling water irrigating and nurturing the spiritual realm of Chinese people.
In the long and splendid picture of Chinese cultural history, the contributions of great thinkers are the most
glorious chapter.

~ The wisdom and philosophies of these great thinkers crystallized culture, philosophy and art in our
Chinese civilization: Confucian “benevolence”, Mohist “universal love”, Taoist “modeling itself after
Nature” and the military teaching about “attaining victory in war without fighting” are still holding the
stage. These fascinating thoughts constitute the cornerstones of an ideal world that Chinese people dream
of having. These spiritual assets not only belong to Chinese people but also constitute an integral part of
the world civilization.

As an important window in modern times, Shanghai has assumed a mission to demonstrate the
brilliance of Chinese culture. To construct a dynamic international cultural metropolis and to promote
Chinese culture to the world, Shanghai needs a mind so open fo the entire country and entire world and a
mind so tolerant as the vast ocean admitting hundreds of rivers.

The Pictorial Biographies of Great Thinkers supported by The State Council Information Office
and Information Office of Shanghai Municipality is a close cooperation between Information Office
of Shandong Provincial People’s Government and Information Office of Henan Provincial People’s
Government. This series in Chinese painting style simplified the complicated history into simple stories,
revealing the beauty of human nature as well as artistic creation. The ink painting presented vividly the
personalities of great thinkers, attracting readers to explore their great thoughts and ideas. The pictorial
biographies helped open the door of Chinese traditional culture to the world, and this attempt also
provided a new carrier and channel for cultural exchange.

The brilliant Chinese culture is fascinating. Like the pursuit for reason, freedom and beauty in
ancient Greek humanism, the legacy from these great thinkers is also the cultural assets shared by the
whole humanity. It is hoped that readers can embark on a journey to explore traditional Chinese culture
through reading these books.

September 2014
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Editor’s Note

In Records of the Historran.Sima Qian claimed, when people payed a compliment about the military tactics, they all
complimented the 13 articles of The Art of War. The Art of War is a treasure Sunzi (named Sun Wu) left to us and it has always been
esteemed as a classical military work though written in the ancient China. Sunzi’s military thoughts advocate “subduing the enemy
without involving actual fighting™ and its regulating military competition with Qi culture contains a great deal of wisdom about war.
Sunzi's philosophy has been applied in the military, political and commercial fields, and has long been embedded in our peace-loving
and power-defying Chinese character.

Sunzi is a pictorial account of Sunzi’s life: reading and farming in seclusion, beheading the king’s favorite concubines, training
rigorously, and commanding the army... All these episodes show Sunzi’s charisma and wisdom. Mr. Xin Bingyong's painting, with
its deft brush and ink, and the fraction of space and shape, best illustrates and completes the captions. His handling of details and
settings help to expand the narrative possibility.

Sunzi not only presents a real Sunzi and the grand scale wars during the Spring and Autumn Period. it also conveys a military
concept of maintaining a balance between war and peace. Sunzi is a must-read through which one can get to know Sunzi and the
traditional Chinese culture.
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: An eternal glory

. Ancestors practising divination

: Tian Wan rising to fame in the State of Qi

© Showing interest in the art of war

© Sun Wu reading and farming in seclusion

Sun Wu making friends with Wu Zixu in Gusu city
: Duke Liao’ s assassination

: Duke Helyu ascending the throne

: Wu Zixu recommending Sun Wu

: Sun Wu: The Ultimate Master of War (1)

© Sunzi’ s audience with Duke Helyu

: Duke Helyu demanding a drill

! The excited spectators of the drill

- Maids in the the drill

: Sunzi explaining the rules for drill

Playful carelessness in the drill

¢ Sunzi criticizing the concubines

© Sunzi beating the drum to command

: The captains beheaded

. A real drill

. Sunzi bidding farewell to Duke Helyu

. Duke Helyu and Sun Wu settling differences

: Sun Wu training the troops

The State of Wu attacking the State of Chu

: Sunzi waiting for the timing

: Zichang asking for bribes

: Tributes paid for a journey home

- Sunzi' s proposal

¢ The troops of Wu confronting the troops of Chu
© Sun Wu: The Ultimate Master of War ( 2)

: Luring the enemy in deep

* Sunzi and Wu Zixu planning for the coming battle in Boju
: Fugai leading the fight

. Defeating Chu with victorious pursuit

Baoxu crying for help

: A coup at home

: Entrusting the care of Fuchai

: Wu being the dominant power with the two assistants
i The Art of War

. Words of wisdom
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An eternal glory
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Sun Wu, style name Changqing, respectably called
Sunzi. Though his birth and death are unknown, he is believed
to be a contemporary of Confucius’ but years younger. He was
a descendant of Emperor Shun’s Miao branch, and the seventh
generation of Prince Chen Wan of Chen State. Sun Wu won an
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eternal glory in history with The Art of War and a battle between
the State of Wu and the State of Chu in a place called Boju,
where he defeated Chu much outnumbering his troop. He is
known as “The Ultimate Master of War™ in history.
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Ancestors practising divination
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The people in the State of Chen surnamed Gui, were all
descendants of Emperor Shun. At the beginning of the Spring
and Autumn Period when Chen Wan, the prince of Duke Li of
Chen was born, an official of Zhou Dynasty who was in charge
of recording history visited Chen. The official was good at the
art of divination. Duke Li thus requested the official to see the
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divination for his son. The result of the divination was very
unusual: this is a child with great expectation and may become
a minister; the Gui family’s aspirations can be up to him. But he
himself will not fulfill these promises but his offspring would.
and not in the State of Chen. but in a state governed by Jiang
clan.
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Tlan Wan rising to fame in the State of Qi
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Duke Li was killed in a civil strife in the court and Chen
Wan fled to the State of Qi. Considering Chen Wan was of noble
origin, Duke Huan of Qi wanted to make him a high-ranking
official, but Chen Wan declined. Duke Huan then nominated him
as an administrator of craftsmen. As his granted fiefdom was
in the place of Tian, Chen Wan was also known as Tian Wan.
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Yizhong, a senior official in Qi, thought highly of Tian Wan and
wanted to marry his daughter to him. He tried to find out Tian
Wan'’s lot by divination, and the result turned out to be very
favorable: Tian Wan’s offspring will thrive in Qi. Hence Yizhong
married his daughter to Tian Wan.
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Showing interest in the art of war
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The Tians acquired a firm foothold in Qi in their sixth
generation. Sun Wu's grandfather Tian Shu and his brother were
powerful senior officials in Qi. In 523 B. C.., Tian Shu won a
battle against the State of Ju, and Duke Jing of Qi granted him
a surname Sun, so Tian Shu was also known as Sun Shu. In
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addition, Duke Jing made Le an as his fiefdom. Sun Wu'’s father,
Sun Ping, made up to a higher position. Sun Wu received a
very good education in such a family. and showed a very strong
interest in the art of war.
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