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About This Book

(1) Bz

{1V RIENTEETEHABMP, BIFNSERERE, Al BhRA%S.,
graduation’ (p6) HIRERIEXFREA EAFT, BIoJ7ERIGlossaryRbE
BiZPRENEXTRE.

(2) BEEN

Bruno, a poor coconut seller from the favela, meets Clara, a beautiful rich girl
from Rio de Janeiro's wealthy Ipanema area, and they fall in love. But Clara's
father doesn't approve and stops the relationship.

Then Zeca, a criminal from Bruno's past, tries to blackmail Bruno into helping
him make some easy money. Can Bruno stop Zeca, save Clara and convince
Clara's father that he is right for his daughter?

(3) E=FE R BN

;P-I\;(")dal verb would Non-defining relative clauses
| I'd love to ... Present perfect continuous

| Future continuous Used to / Would

 Present perfect future Used to / Used to doing

‘ Reported speech [ Verbs [ Questions Second conditional

Past perfect Expressing wishes and regrets

| Defining relative clauses

Structures from lower levels are also included.
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Meet the Author

Dear Jack, tell us a little about yourself.

| was born in the North of England and studied
German and Russian at Liverpool University. After
graduation' | spent several years travelling around
the world, teaching English to finance? the trips.

| then went back to England to do a postgraduate®
course at London University. | came to Brazil in

1976 and have lived and worked here, teaching and writing, ever since.

When did you start writing stories?
My first story was published in 1999. This is now my tenth book.

How do you think of your stories?

Stories are around us all the time, often begging* to be written, but we
rarely take much notice of them. Stories seem to find me, rather than me
consciously looking for one. My inspiration often comes from a real event.

What is the message in this story?

There are several messages in the story, but | think the most powerful one
can be summed up?® in the words of the English teacher in the film Dead
Poets Society - “Seize® the day! Make your lives extraordinary!” We can
change things. We can live the life we want and realize our full potential.

Have you any other stories planned for the future?
Yes, | have a file full of ideas for stories.

Glossary

1 graduation /,graed3u'eifon/ n. when 3 postgraduate / poust'gradjuit/ a.

you get a degree at a university e\l detailed studies after a degree #fF24/7
2 finance /'fainans/ v. get money for 4 beg /beg/ v. (here) ask B3k
RtRe 5 sum up: say in a few words ##5; 24

6 seize /si:z/ v. take with force #E



Before Reading

1 The story The Coconut Seller takes place in Brazil.

How much do you know about Brazil? Do the quiz and find out.

a) Which city is the capital
of Brazil?
1 [0 Rio de Janeiro
2 [J Brasilia
3 [J Sao Paulo

b) What is the estimated
population of Brazil?
1 OJ about 50 million
2 [ just over 100 million
3 O nearly 200 million

c) Which is the largest city
in Brazil?
1 [0 Sao Paulo
2 [J Salvador
3 [0 Rio de Janeiro

d) What is the official
language in Brazil?
1 [J Spanish
2 OO French
3 [ Portuguese

e) Which country was Brazil
a colony of?
1 [J Portugal
2 [ Great Britain
3 [ Spain

2} 2 Listen and check the answers.

f)

What is the name of the
currency in Brazil?

1 [ dollar

2 [ real

3 [ peso

g) Brazil's large territory includes

different ecosystems, such as ...
1 [J the Amazon Rainforest

2 [Jthe Great Barrier Reef

3 [Jthe Atacama Desert

h) What is the famous

)

Sugarloaf in Brazil?

1 [J a typical sweet

2 [Ja mountain in Rio de Janeiro
3 [ a popular beach in Bahia

Which of the following is NOT a
famous beach in Rio de Janeiro?
1 [0 Copacabana

2 [ Ipanema

3 [ Pantanal

What is samba?

1 [ a type of Brazilian dance and
music genre

2 [J a typical Brazilian dish

3 [J a Brazilian festival



Before Reading

1 Check you know the meanings of the words below. They are all used in
the story to describe three of the main characters: Bruno, Clara and

Zeca. Put the words you think might refer to each of them in the column
below each picture.

poor tough bad-tempered  optimistic rich menacivng!
enthusiastic muscular gorgeous thug hard-working

fair-skinned anxious criminal shy

gi




Betore Reading

2 Look quickly at the cover of the book and the pictures inside.
Then answer the questions.

a) What kind of story is it? Tick (¢/).

[ thriller / horror [ adventure / drama
[ science fiction  [Jromantic comedy

b) What do you think happens in the story? Tick (¢/) two items.

[J a robbery [ somebody is kidnapped
(] a fatal accident [ dreams come true

3 Match the informal words and expressions from the book to their
meanings.

a) [ rack one’s brains 1 be cheerful and think of the
positive aspects

b) [J look on the bright side 2 busy movement of a lot of people

c) [ hustle and bustle 3 go off in a noisy and angry way
d) [ picture in your mind’s eye 4 | agree

e) [ seize the day 5 leave me alone

f) O go figure not what | like

6
g) [l give me a break 7 see in your imagination
8

h) [ storm off take an opportunity as soon as it

appears
i) Oit's adeal 9 tell you about

j) [set in his ways 10 think a lot

k) CJ not my scene 11 try to understand

1) CIfill you in on 12 who always does the same things

9



Before Reading

1 How far do you agree with the following statements? Circle a score from
1 to 5 (1 = | totally disagree — 5 = | totally agree) for each one. Give
your reasons.

a) We can change our lives. We can live the life we want.
1 2 3 4 5

b) A movie or a book can really impress you and completely change
your way of thinking.
1 2 3 4 5

c) It is important to be polite to other people.
1 2 3 4 5

d) It is better to be rich and unhappy than poor and happy.
1 2 3 4 5

e) Parents should know everything about your lives.
1 2 3 4 5

f) Sometimes you have to pretend to be something or someone you
are not. You can't always be yourself.
1 2 3 4 8

g) You should only go out with people of the same race or from the
same background as yourself.

1 2 3 4 5

h) Parents’ opinions about the person you are going out with are very
important.
1 2 3 4 5

i) It's okay to bully people who are smaller or weaker than yourself.
1 2 3 4 5

j) ‘The end justifies the means.’ This saying means that bad or unfair
methods are acceptable if they allow you to achieve what you
want, especially something good.

1 2 3 4 5

10



Before Reading

53 2 Listen to these four short extracts from the book and match each one to
the title of the chapter it was taken from.

Bruno meets Clara’s father The abandoned factory

3 Choose one of the pictures above and imagine you are in the scene.
Describe it in detail.

11






