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Prefac¢

Butterfly is slim in figure, and handsome in dancing. Most baby
butterflies feed on plant. Some types are insect killer. As a beauty,
butterfly is praised and mentioned in the famous artists’ works. It
benefits to the nature not only in maintaing the balance of nature

through food chain, but also in beautifying the natural world. Because



its beauty, people’ s research to butterfly is much deeper and early
than other insects.

Due to the historical reason, the research work to butterfly
in China is underdeveloped compared with other countries. Althouth
Chinese biologists are making efforts in researching and classifying,
publishing many works and papers, for example, Monograph of Chinese
Butterflies, still they do littele butterfly research globally. China
does not have a systematic work on butterfly classification globally,
or completing naming system on world butterfly science. In the past
20 years, Chinese people are increasing their interest in but-terfly
with more contacts with foreign countries, and more understanding
about the foreign butterfly. People lay emphsis on butterfly for both
sight-seeing and biological resources. When people contact butterfly,
the first question on their minds is the name and classification.
Although every kind of butterfly has its Latin name, it is difficult
and impossible to use Latin language to Chinaese people, esp. ordinary
Chinese people. It is quite necessary to set up a system of Chinese
naming to world butterfly, and classification research to world
butterfly.

In the 1980s” Mr. Shou Jianxin, and Professor Chou Io considered
of systematic researching world butterflies and naming world
butterflies in Chinese language, when they co—composed World Butterfly
Stamp. They could not do it due to the limited material and information
to world butterfly. Chinese people can take advantage of the publishing
of Monograph of Chinese Butterflies in the following parts: 1.upgrading

Chinese’ s research to world butterfly; 2. providing a solid foundation




to the classification research to world butterfly and naming in Chinese
language which making our work’ s publishing possible.

Professor Chou Jo is a world famous entomologist. He is the
chief composer or author of Monograph of Chinese Butterflies, and
Classification and Appraisal of Chinese Butterflies. He has more than
60 years ex—perience in researching and teaching. Professor Chou Io
is the expert in classification entomology, and re-garded as “giant
butterfly researcher” . It is no doubt that he is the best choice to
classify world butterfly by Chinese scholars, and publish this book. It
is so hard to compose the information and material of more than 20 000
butterflies worldwide. (by the end of 1999, 17 288 has been recorded
Reference from Chinese Butterfly Industry Development by Mr. Yang
Zongwu, from the 6th edition of Chinese Butterfly.) 1in a short time.

It is a huge and complicated project to set up world butterflies
classification system and name in Chinese language. It is hard to
imagine how much time and energy we put it in. We take the advanced
methods such as, computer, internet, and so on. There are more than 20
international butterfly website we often surf. We are making efforts
in researching the detailed information. Our consideration covered
the following parts: the meaning of Latin name; the feature of its
body; geological location; and Chinese custom, when we name the world
butterfly in Chinese language. It takes great time and energy to give
foreign butterfly a Chinese name. Sometime we stay up late to find
a proper name. At the same time we experience the hardness to do a
project. It is few records on some butterflies, and some no record, not

even pictures or photos. This book is to research the classification



of world butterfly based on the latest results of research works on
butterfly globally and the results from internet. It accords with
the type classification as family, subfamily, genus and geological
location. It locates in China with the mark “Y” . In accordance with
regulation by the examination committee of Chinese Academy of Science,
and making Monograph of Chinese Butterfly as the blueprint, it names
Chinese butterfly and offers a unified base to name foreign butterfly
in Chinese. It collects world butterflies 17 families, 47 subfamilies,
1 700 genera, 15 337 species (Table 2) , and records Chinese butterfly
12 families, 33 subfamilies, 434 genera, 2 233 species (Table 1-3) .
It is a good reference book to entomology research, basic science,
exhibition, and people who are interested in butterfly.

The publishing of this book fills in a blank in this field, and
will promote the development of butterfly’ s classification and
research. It is the new start for Chinese butterfly research to meet
the international standard and open to the world. The book narrates the
resources of butterfly worldwide and its classification system—aticlly.
It is worthwhile to mention that first time name world butterfly in
Chinese language, which is quite important to promote entomology
research, basic science education in biology, and academic exchange to
the foreign countries

We really appreciate the help from Mr. Pan Helin, Professor Yuan
Feng, professor Zhang Yalin, and Dr. Yuan Xiangqun from Northwest Sci-—
Tech University of Agriculture and Forestry. We thank Mr. Li Zhaoqi,
Ms. Chen Lizhen, Ms. He Chunlan, and Ms. Liu Wenping, Mr.Li Zhaodong,

Mr. Deng Heli, Mr. Wang Zhicheng, Mr. Bi Jimao, Mr. Tan Xiangsheng, Mr.




Yue Jun, and so on for their kindly help. Also we’ d like to extend our
thanks to Shaanxi Science and Technology Press for their interest in
social benefits. That the help from all the people who making efforts
to the publishing of this book has made the publishing of this book
possible.
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