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Abstract

Green development is an inevitable choice for cities. As the Asia Pacific cities
are at a turning point of transformation and development, to enjoy economic prosper-
ity in an environmental friendly way depends not only on the investment for the fu-
ture but the determination and action taking today. The report proposes that urban
green development be a sustained development mode conducive to environmental
protection, wealth creation and higher provision of welfare which is in accordance
with an integrated coordination between human and nature, economy and society,
government and market, and cities and countries. Under a framework for the analy-
sis of urban green development, the report builds an evaluation indicator system in
which the green development level of major cities in the Asia Pacific region is eval-
uated and analyzed. Through some case studies and special studies, the report pres-
ents and summarizes the green development experience at home and abroad, exam-
ines some key issues involved and concludes with some perspectives and proposals.

The report consists of five chapters including theory, evaluation, interna-
tional cases, China and strategy respectively and three appendices. The theory
chapter looks into the reality of urban green development and attempts to build a
theoretical model for urban green development to interpret the implications of ur-
ban green development based on the correlation between human and nature, e-
conomy and society, government and market, and city and country, thereby
building a framework for five green development dimensions such as Environ-
mental? livability, economic prosperity, social inclusiveness, good governance
and city — nation partnership. The evaluation chapter design the Urban Green
Development Index (UGDI). The evaluation index system of UGDI contains 18

indexes. The report evaluates and analyzes the green development level in 100
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major cities in the Asia Pacific region and conducts a quantitative analysis of its
relationship with economic growth, income distribution, innovation capabilities,
service sector, governance levels and city clusters. It also examines the green
development in the cities in the Silk Road economic belt, emerging markets and
America. Through the case studies of the urban green development in Singa-
pore, America, Russia, Japan and Korea etc. , the chapter of international ca-
ses analyzes these countries’ experience in clean technology application, air
pollution treatment, green energy development, city planning and development
and green economic development etc. By integrating the reality of the Chinese
green development, the chapter of China explores China’s experience, prob-
lems, opportunity and threat, and its green development approach. It also ana-
lyzes the green development concerning China’s city PM 2.5 pollution, carbon
emission, energy consumption, land use, intelligent cities, service sector
growth, green finance, green space and lifestyle, the Silk Road economic belt
and collaborative development of Beijing, Tianjin and Hebei Province etc.
Based on the reality of the urban green development in the Asia Pacific region
and China, the chapter of strategy makes the proposals on the perfection of ur-
ban green governance system, the improvement on the urban green development
capabilities and the establishment of a system supporting the urban green devel-
opment in the Asia Pacific region along with the strategies for livability, prosper-
ity , inclusiveness, governance and coordination. The appendices include a liter-
ature review of urban green development, explanation and data source of the
green development indicators and an analysis of the green development index of
some major cities in the Asia Pacific region.

The report is a two — year joint study by over 50 young scholars with well -
known think tanks and institutes in America, Russia, Australia, Singapore,
Thailand, UK and with the Chinese Academy of Social Sciences, the Chinese
Development Research Center of the State Council and Beijing Normal University
etc. in China. As a combination of theory and reality, reference and practical
guide, it endeavors to advocate the green development as a philosophy and to
push it forward while providing a deeper insight into the essence and realization

of the urban green development.
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