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“ A small village in Heilongjiang Province,  which
homes 500 Manchus?2, has attracted a lot of outside atten-
tion?, not because of its beautiful landscape but because
of the unique 4 language of the townspeople.

Both Chinese and foreign linguists have discovered
that the village of Sanjiazi® in western IHeilongjiang’s
Fuyu County$ is an ideal place to study the language used
by the ancient' Manchu nationality 7.

There are more than 4.3 million Manchus hvmg in
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China. But they’re spread out mainly in Heilongjiang,
Jilin, Liaoning and Hebei as well as in Beijing, Chengdu,
Xi’an and Hohhot8,

Chinese linguists have discovered that the Manchus
living in the village of Sanjiazi speak a dialect that closely
resembles the original Manchu®. This is because until
1961 only Manchus lived in the village. Without outside
influences the people kept their language pure and the
pronunciation of their language has changed very little over
the past centuries.

Manchuisan Altaic !® language first written down when
Nurhachi (1559-1626) 11 united the tribes of Manchurial2.

But by the 18th century many of the Manchus could
no longer speak their ancestral language. After a long
period of mixing with13 other Chinese, many of the Man-
chus had been assimilated 14 into the larger Chinese culture.

In the 17th century the Manchus of northeast China
overthrew the Han people’s Ming Dynasty, which had
ruled for 300 years. The Manchus then founded the Qing
Dynasty and ruled the country for another 300 years, until
1911.

' The town of Sanjiazi, which was founded in 1685,
haz more than 50 residents13 who can speak fluent Manchu.
Many of the villagers who are over 40 years old are fluent18"
in both the Manchu and Han languages. The young people,
however, are better at Han17?, 'while most villagers don’t
write cither language.

Seventy-seven year old Ji Chunsheng can write all
the Manchu letters and about 900 words. He is considered
to be the village’s scholarls,

4



In order to help further preserve their language,
students in the village are studying the Manchu language
at school. The local education authority has hired a teacher
who recently graduated from the Heilongjiang Research
Institute for the Manchu Languagel®.

So far, linguists from Japan, Denmark2® and West
Germany have visited the village.

(From China Daily, September 27, 1986)

1. “dead” language: “E' 4 T=H)" ¥ 3 , 35 HL 45 W0HE 1030 5 7 8.
2. Manchus: BN, 3. has attracted a lot of outside
attention: B2 EMEZIRAANEE, 4. unique: M—TL Y,
5. Sanjiazi: =%KFH). 6. Fuyu County: E#HE,
7. the ancient: Manchu nationality: {#§i%E, 8. Hohhot:
W P45 9. a dialect ... the original Manchu: &5 Ji#
BEEOHMUNY S, 10. Altaic: PJ/REERME ., 11. Nurhachi:
IR FHRCE R . 12. the tribes of Manchuria: #i¥(FEdk
WIHFR) S 13. mixing with ...: H....j84 :
14. assimilated: . [@]{k, 15. residents: FER., 16, fluent:
bl 17. are better at Han: B TFILE, 18. He is
considered... scholar: f¥iF fEF HIKNFEA, 19. The local edu-
cation authority ... for the Manchu Language: M4 EFYHFHCE
fﬁT—&ﬂﬁqﬁﬂT%ﬂEmﬁﬁffﬁﬂfW&ﬂ} 20. Denmark:
F#E.

(B3 Wp. 91) ‘

1. T was moving with the crowd: &Eﬁﬁﬁj\mh'ﬁ’jta
2. maneuver around: PE¥:LEN, 3. grabbed: ZEsRINEE,
4. fiancée: RIKE, 5. what the heck: (what the hell f} Z
E)'ELR", 6. A small thing: RR/NH, 7. “If you
can call four hundred people small”: “EiN/FAERTLTEHEASIARIR
R/NEME” (B RER “ERRAFEE NS MBI B, KE
PR B KNG, fRTT L RRBE, ) 8. chimad in: #§i%, 9. chat-
ted gaily: FXHME . 10. ex-girlfriend: PIEfHIZH K,
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Becky . Sharp and Amelia Scdley! became good
friends while they were students at Miss Pinkerton’s School
for girls.2 It was proof of Amelia’s good, gentle nature
that she took as kindly as she did to her friend,? who was
generally disliked by all the other girls., Amelia overlooked  ~
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as much as she could the evidences of Becky’s selfishness. 4

After the two girls had finished their edueation at the
school, Becky accompanied her friend to.her home fora
-short. visit. There she first met Joseph Sedley,5 Amelia’s
‘older brother Jos, who was home on leave from' military
service in India. Jos was a shy man, unused to women,
and certainly to women as designing and flirtatious ‘as
Becky.® His blundering and awkward ‘manners did not
appeal to many women, 7 but Becky was happy to overlook
these faults when she compared them with his wealth and
social position. Amelia innocently believed that her friend
‘had fallen in love with her brother, and she discreetly tried
to further the romance.8 '

To this end she arranged a party at Vauxhall,? at
which Becky and Jos, along with Amelia and her admirer,
George Osborne, were present. There was a fifth-member
of the group, Captain/ Dobbin, a tall; lumbering fellow, 10
also in service in India. He had long been in love with
Amelia, but he recognized how much more suitable for
her was the dashing George Osborne.11 But all the man-
cuvering of the flirtatious Becky and ‘the amiable Amelia
was: not sufficient to corner Jos, who 'drank too much
punch and believed that he had made a silly figure -of
himself12 at the party. A day or so later a letter delivered
to the Sedley household announced 'that Jos was ill and
planned to return to India as soon as possible.

Since | there was no longer any reason for Becky to
remain with the Sedleys, she left Amelia, after many tears
and kisses, to takt a position as governess to two young
girls at Queen’s Crawley.13 The head of the household

7
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was Sir Pitt Crawley, a cantankerous old man renowned
for his miserliness.14 Lady Crawley was an apathetic soul
who lived ¥n fear of her husband’s unreasonable out-
bursts. Deciding that she would have nothing to fear from
her timid mistress, Becky spent most of her time ingratiat-
ing herself with15 Sir Pitt 'and ignoring her pupils. Becky
also showed great interest in Miss Crawley, a spinster aunt
.of the family, who was exceedingly wealthy. Miss Crawley
paid little attention to Sir Pitt and his children, but she
was fond of Rawdon Crawley, a captain in the army and
a son of Sir Pitt by a previous marriage. So fond was she
of her dashing young nephew1® that she supported him
through school and paid all his gambling debts with hardly
a murmur.

During Becky’s stay, Miss Crawley visited Sir Pitt
only once, at a time when Rawdon was also present. The
handsome young dragoon soon fell prey to Becky’s wiles
and followed her about devotedly.17 Becky also took care
to ingratiate herself with the holder of the purse strings.18
Miss Crawley found Becky witty and charming, and did
not attempt to disguise her opinion that the little governess
was worth all the rest of the Crawley household put toge-
ther.1? And so Becky found herself in a very enviable posi-
tion. Sir Pitt was obviously interested in her, as' was his
handsome son. Miss Crawley insisted that Becky accompany
her back to London.

Becky had been expected to return to her pupils after
only a short stay with Miss Crawley. But Miss Crawley was
taken ill20 and she refused to allow anyone but her dear
Becky to nurse her. Afterward there were numerous other
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excuses to prevent the governess from returning to her -
duties, Certainly Becky was not unhappy. Rawdon Crawley '
was a -constant caller, and a devoted suitor for Becky’s!
hand. When the news arrived that Lady: Crawley had:
died, no great concern was felt by anyone.2! But 'a few
days later Sir Pitt himself appeared, asking to see Miss
Sharp. Much, to Becky’s surprise, the baronet threw himself
at her feet and asked her to marry him.22 Regretfully,
she refused his offer. She was already secretly married to
Rawdon Crawley.

Following this disclosure, Rawdon and his bride left
for a honeymoon at Brighton. Old Miss Crawley, chagrined
and angry, took to her bed, changed her will, and cut off
her nephew without a shilling.28 Sir Pitt raved with
anger, 24

Amelia’s. marriage had aslo precipitated25 a family
crisis; Her romance with George had proceeded with good
wishes on both sides until Mr. Sedley, through some un-
fortunate business deals, lost most of his money. Then
George’s snobbish father ordered his son to break his en-
gagement to a penniless woman. 26 George, whose affection
for Amelia was never stable, was inclined to accept this
parental command. But Captain Dobbin, who saw with
distress, that Amelia was breaking her heart over George,
finally prevailed upon the young man to go through with
the marriage, regardless of his father’s wishes. When (he
couple arrived in Brighton for their honeymoon, they
found Rawdon and Becky living there happily in penm-
less extravagance.?2?

Captain Dobbin also arrived in Brighton. He had

gL
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agreed to act as intercessor 28 with Mr. Osborne. But his
hopes of reconciling father and son were shattered when
Mr. Osborne furiously dismissed Captain Dobbin and took
immediate steps to disown George. 29 Captain Dobbin also
brought the news that the army had been ordered to Bel-
gium. Napoleon had landed from Elba. The Hundred Days
had begun. 30 - '

In Brussels3! the two couples met again. George
Osborne: was infatuated with32' Becky: Jos Sedley, now
returned from India, and Captain Dobbin were also
stationed in that city, Captain Debbin in faithful attendance
upon neglected Amelia.33 Everyone was waiting for' the
next move Napoleon would make, but in the meantime the
gaiety of the Duke of Wellington’s forces was widespread. 34
The Osbornes and Crawleys attended the numerous balls.
Becky,  especially,  made an impression: upon military
society and her coquetry extended with equal effect from
general to private.3% The fifteenth of June, 1815, was a
famous night in Brussels, for on that evening the Duchess
of Richmond gave a tremendous ball.3¢ Amelia left the
party early, broken-hearted at the attentions her husband
was showing Becky: Shortly after she left, the men were
given orders to march to meet the enemy. Napoleon had
entered Belguim, and a great battle was impending.37

As Napoleon’s forces approached, fear and confusion
spread throgh Brussels, and many of the civilians fled
from the city. Not so Amelia or Becky.38 Becky was not
alarmed, and Amelia refused to leave while George was in
danger. She remained in the city some days before she

heard that her husband had been killed. Rawdon returned-
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safely from the battle of Waterloo.39 He and Becky spent
a gay and triumphant season in Paris, where Becky’s
beauty and wit gained her a host of admirers. Rawdon wé*s
very proud of the son she bore him.

Amelia, too, had a child. She had returned to London
almost out of her mind 4® with grief, and only after her son
was born did she show any signs of rallying.41

When Becky grew bored with 42 the pleasures of Paris,
tht Crawleys returned to London. There they rented a
large home and proceeded to live well on nothing a year.
By this time Becky was a past master at this art, and so
they lived on a grander scale than Rawdon’s small win-
nings at cards would warrant.43 Becky had become ac-
quainted with the nobility of England, and had made a
particular impression on rich old Lord Steyne. At last
all society began to talk about young Mrs. Crawley and
her elderly admirer. Fortunately Rawdon heard nothing
of this ballroom and coffee house gossip.

Eventually, through the efforts of Lord Steyne,44
Becky achieved her dearest wish, presentation at Court. 45
Presented along with her was the wife of the new Sir Pitt
Crawley. The old man had died, and young Sir Pitt, his
oldest son and Rawdon’s brother, had inherited the title.
Since then friendly relations had been established between
the two brothers. If Rawdon realized that his brother had
also fallen in love with Becky, he gave no sign, and he ac-
cepted the money his brother gave him with good grace.48
Put more and more he felt himself shut out from the gay
life that Becky enjoyed. He spent much time with his son,
for he realized that the child was neglected. Once or twice

11
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he saw young George Osborne, Amelia’s son.

Amelia struggled to keep her son with her, but her
pitiful financial status made it difficult to support him.
Her parents had grown garrulous and morose with disap-
pointment over their reduced circumstances.4? At length
Amelia sorrowfully agreed to let Mr. Osborne take the
child and rear him as his own. Mr. Osborne still refused to
recognize the woman his son had married against his wishes,
however, and Amelia rarely saw the boy.

Rawdon was now deeply in debt. When he appealed
to Becky for money, she told him that she had none to
spare. She made no attempt to explain the jewelry and other
trinkets 48 she bought. When _<awdon was imprisoned for a
debt, he wrote and asked Becky to take care of the matter.
She answered that she could not get the money until the
following day. But an appeal to Sir Pitt brought about
Rawdon’s release,4? and he returned to his home to find
Becky entertaining Lord Steyne. Not long afterward
Rawdon accepted a post abroad, never to return to his
unfaithful, designing wife.

Amelia’s fortunes had now improved. When Jos
Sedley returned home, he established his sister and father
in a more pleasant home. Mrs. Sedley having died Jos
resolved to do as much as he could to make his father’s
last days happy. Captain Dobbin had returned from India
and confessed his love for Amelia. Although she acknowled-
ged him as a friend, she was not yet ready to accept his
love. It was Captain Dobbin who went to Mr. Osborne and
gradually succeeded in reconciling him to his son’s wife.
When Mr. Osborne died, he left a good part of his fortune .

12
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to his grandson, appointing Amelia as the boy’s guardian. 59

Amelia, her son, Captain Dobbin, and Jgs Sedley took
a short trip to the continent. This visit was perhaps the
happiest time in Amelia’s life. Her son was with her con-
‘stantly, and Captain Dobbin was a devoted attendant.
Eventually his devotion was to overcome her hesitation and
they were to be married. '

At a small German resort they encountered Becky
once more. After Rawdon left her, Becky had been unable
to live down the scandal of their separation.51 Leaving
her child with Sir Pitt and his wife, she crossed to the con-
tinent. Since then she had been living with first one con-
siderate gentleman and then another. When she saw the
prosperous Jos, she vowed not to let him escape as he had
before. Amelia and Jos greeted her in a friendly manner,
and only Captain Dobbin seemed to regard her with
distrust. He tried to warn Jos about Becky, but Jos was a
willing victim of her charms. 52

Becky traveled with Jos wherever he went. Although
she could not get a divorce from Rawdon, Jos treated her
as his wife, and in spite of Captain Dobbin’s protests he
took out a large insurance policy in her name.’3 A few
months later his family learned that he had died while
staying with Becky at Aix-la-Chapelle. 84 The full cir-
cumstances of his death were never established, but Becky
came into a large sum of money from his insurance. She
spent the rest of her life on the continent, where she assumed
the role of the virtuous widow and won a reputation for
benevolence and generosity. 35

(From Masterplots)
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Bechy Sharp and Amelia Sedley: &3 - W fB ok -
PR H AN R e A 2. “Miss Pinkerton’s Schocl for

girls:  SETE AN HH T VY —— BT T2, w 3¢ It was ... to her

Ariend:  FeHKR T B R TRH T b T 100 A, 0 W o 2l s BN
15BE, 4. Amelia ovevlooked ... Becky’s selfishness: FXRKF[W
REAEZBESEEM AL ARBTN. 5. Joseph Sedley: #EER
C B, BNAEGEG, AT (Jos). 6. Jos was ... as
Becky: FFiiR— RN, SBBLAREESS, RIREELHE
BAOH. STHAMICAYSARENET . 7. His blundering
.. to many women: {iiFBIEMRISEG R TFIBAED L ARIK L,
8. She discreetly tricd to further the romance: /)y L8 45 H 2 R 3X

- B R S, 9. To thisend ... at Vauxhall: it M7 i 7 3728
{iT—&%¥E%, . 10. Captain Dobbin, a tall, lumbering fellow:

. HRFE BB, — AT RE, AMEEEBA, 11. he recognized ...
the dashing George @sborne: iR IASFH NI TR - Riig S MR
AL, " 12. made a silly figure of himself: ({8)H 28 T ¥,
I3. to take a position ... at Qucen’s Crawley: e EMTL37EH
l—’aﬁﬁ‘/j\ﬁ‘&ﬁ%ﬁ&ﬁn 14. The head of the household .

* for his miserliness: 1 E BB - fﬁ?%ﬁi,—‘ﬁu%ﬁtﬁf oy Rﬁ
BENEAN, 15. ingratiating herself withv.: ()35 enes
16. So fond was she of ... =she was so fond of . 17. The hand-
somz ... followed her about devotedly: ﬂ{ﬁ%&ﬂ‘l‘?ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
EH@M%%‘&T&SIH%. T AR, 18. the holder of the
purse strings: BE® LB A, 19. did not attempt ... put toge-
ther: ik N 38 SFREIRITH 1Y FABAIOBE— B WBA LR F
S/ B B2 RO, WK B DRI — A, 20. was taken
ill: 8%, ' 21. no great concern was felt by anyone: KK
A ARB 48, 22. the baronet threw. himself ... to marry
him: JH BAEEMRG T, Jfm R, 23. Old - Miss
.Crawley, ... without a shilling: F/PHEFHEXRWRILE X, BE

RSy RhEea ik, BT HE TR R, — AR S.

24, Sir Pitt ravd with anger: HBEB+ARES. 25, preci-
pitated a family crisis: I THRE/I. 26. Then George’s
snobbish father ... to a penniléss woman: F&FFIA I HFIH L%
WA ILTFEE A L& FHBRES,  27. living there happily in
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