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NATURE Crime Scene Cleanup
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Crime Scene Cleanup

“A particularly brutal murder under investigation in
Queens. Police say two men forced their way into an
apartment on 135" Street and Briarwood. They slashed the
throat of the twenty four year old woman who lives there
then they nailed ...”

Blood is in the headlines.

“It appears that the shooters knew some of the employees.
The seven victims ...”

“It’s at the top of the hour on the radio. It’s on the nightly
news. Vivid accounts of crime scenes.”

This is the most callous crime that I've seen in a long time.

Someone’s got to clean them up.

Ten four.

Two apparent murders just a few blocks away from each
other inside Jamaica Queens do not appear to be related
according to police. A man in his thirties was found shot in the
head on Grand Brewer Boulevard ...

New York, a city of eight million people, 61,000 of them
die every year. 660 homicides, 520 suicides, and thousands of
deaths that go unnoticed until decomposition signals an
investigation.
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INATURE Crime Scene Cleanup
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What happens now? After the police leave, after the last
neighbor closes their door? Who's responsible for cleaning up
the remaining blood and body fluids?

“You'’re already grieving and to have to clean up a scene?”

“I know I’'m not going to do that, I have other
responsibilities to do, I’m not going to engage in cleaning up.”

“I give information that relates to how and when the
deceased died. The clean up isn’t something that that I normally
do.”

“One of the police officers said to me that they wouldn’t
stay in this house if they were me. They told me to get a pair of
gloves, get on my knees and clean it. Somebody has to do it.”

“I mean it’s horrific, when you think about it, you’re being
re-traumatized, then all of the sudden, these people leave and
you’re left there all alone and you walk in and you find this
stuff everywhere. It’s difficult to comprehend how someone
can just deal with that.”

Meet Ron Gospodarski, a member of a new profession.
He is a bio-recovery specialist, also known as a crime scene
cleaner. The idea came to him after 21 years as a paramedic.
He witnessed too often what families were forced to clean up.

“We left all this behind. And a lot of times, we got families
who were upset, like,"Who can we get to help us with this?’
And there really never was anybody.”

Discovery Channel
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Crime Scene Cleanup

So five years ago, from his home in Queens, Ron opened
Bio-Recovery Corporation, a post-forensic restoration company.
A business that contains, disinfects, and deodorizes crime
scenes, work that neither families nor traditional cleaning
services are trained to do.

“Here, you have someone who is gonna try to clean it up
with some soap and water and they get it out all over, and they
are breathing the stuff in.

They may have open wounds, and they’re not wearing latex
gloves or anything. They are not using chemicals to kill the
agents that are there, and it’s just spreading it.”

Ron had a business sense and a background in biology.
He researched the rest. However, there was one obstacle he
hadn’t consider no one had heard of his services.

“You can’t take a billboard along the side of the road and
say, you know, God forbid, when your son dies, call us. So you
can’t do traditional marketing approaches.”

It’s a word of mouth industry. But in New York City, when
the medical examiner, police and detectives leave a scene they
can’t give out referrals. Recommending a profit making
company could lead to a conflict of interest.

So how does a grieving public find its way to a crime scene
cleaner?

“Now, a 74-year-old woman was found bludgeoned to
death at the top of the stairs of a second floor hallway in her
home. Two 19-year old men are being questioned in that murder
of the woman after being found with her car.”
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Crime Scene Cleanup

February 2000, Lillian Hollingsworth was alone in her home
when a 19-year old neighbor broke in. He climbed the stairs towards
her bedroom. There was a violent encounter. Her body bore the
evidence: multiple stab wounds, perforated lungs. In the final
moments of her life, Lillian struggled near the doorway and died.
As the police left the crime scene, they nailed the doors shut.
Common procedure, all evidence must be protected. That was
six months ago. Frozen in time, the interior has not changed.

Today, for the first time since the murder, the victim’s
daughter, Renee Hollingsworth, is allowed to enter her
childhood home to prepare it for resale.

“She was a beautiful woman, a very loving woman. A very,
very loving person ...

... and to think that someone who she probably undoubtedly
helped, did something for, had a kind word to say to them. For
them to then turn around and do such a cruel thing to her, to beat
her, to stab her, to brutalize her in that manner. I mean, she was a
74-year old woman, you know, what could she have done to them?”

Renee knew she couldn’t face the prospect of mopping up
her mother’s blood, nor did she have the expertise to do it
correctly. Fortunately, someone in the district attorney’s office
was empathetic, and referred Renee to Ron’s company.

In the wake of an investigation, a home may be left in
total chaos. But what may seem to be random disorder is actually
the work of expert crime investigators. Fingerprint powder
covers surfaces, highlighting possible latent clues. And an eerie
blue paint known as Luminol reveals the sequence of events
based on blood splatter.

8 o
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Crime Scene Cleanup

“Luminol is a substance that the, the police and crime
investigators use to detect the presence of blood and basically
what they do in this case because it’s a white wall they use
Luminol. So that, when they put an ultra violetlight on there a
black light, it’ll you know, effervesce and they’ll be able to see
it. And they can take the blood splatter and you know, evidence
or whatever they want. And that’s why it’s this color right now.”

“You’re looking at the markings on the wall and you’re
saying to yourself, you know. Why did they do it, you know,
what happened? Was she in a lot of pain?”

Within five hours, Ron will return this environment to its
pre-crime state. He starts at the top of the stairs where Lillian
Hollingsworth was murdered. At every crime scene, Ron and
his crew suit up completely. Blood is an ideal host for viruses
and bacteria. Just how long contagions remain active in dried
blood is unknown. They take no chances. An essential piece of
equipment is a respirator. It both minimizes odor and filters out
contaminants.

“You could really be up here without a mask until I start
spraying things and the reason being, its all dried it’s been so
long. But once I start wetting that’s when we get concerned
about it becoming airborne.”
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Crime Scene Cleanup

The only way to remove imbedded blood is to re-hydrate
it. But once moist, blood is again in a potentially lethal form.
So Ron applies a topical barrier, a chemical compound that
entraps the blood under a thin seal. Within the coating are
enough germicides to destroy all pathogens. This takes 20
minutes. Meanwhile, Ron removes any thing that may contain
residual blood. Not knowing whether it’s the victim’s or the
perpetrator’s, he treats it as contaminated. Particular care must
be taken with removal of carpet tacks. An accidental prick of
the finger could be the transmission point for disease.

“I hope that Victim Services did that for you.”

But there’s more to the job than dealing with biohazards.
Ron’s providing a service to people at the worst possible time
of their lives. He has to go about his work in a delicate manner.

“Sometimes we don’t have to say anything. We just listen.
We just go about our work and listen and they find that a
benefit.”

“547”

“Here you are listening to these answering messages.”

“I was just so shocked when I saw the news this evening,
what had happened to your mother.”

“And right next door is where your mom died. And when
someone else is there with you it sort of helps.”

“That’s family.”

“Really?”

“And you know, it was like so horrific because we couldn’t
even ...’

“Oh I know.”

Discovery Channel



