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Prepare to Read

1. How much do you know about the places of interest in Southerp Fujian?
2. What do you think is the most distinguished feature of Southern Fujian? State your reasons.
3. Do you think it worthwhile to travel in Southern Fujian? Why or why not?

Main Reading
o Get a Different Taste of China —
““Discover the Hakka Community in Southern Fujian

Vocabulary in Context

Directions : The following sentences contain some words in the Main Reading. Pay attention fo the words or
phrases in bold. Then fill in the blanks with suitable words or phrases to complete the last sentence.
1. If you glean something such as information or knowledge, you learn or collect it slowly and
patiently ,and perhaps indirectly.
10,000 pages of evidence were gleaned from hundreds and hundreds of interviews.
10,000 pages of evidence were from hundreds and hundreds of interviews.
2. When something dissipates or when you dissipate it, it becomes less or becomes less strong
until it disappears or goes away completely.
The tension in the room had dissipated.
The tension in the room had
3. If one thing entails another it involves it or causes it.
The changed outlook entails higher economic growth than was previously assumed.
The changed outlook higher economic growth than was previously assumed.
4. You use communal to describe something that is shared by a group of people.
The flat has four separate bedrooms and a communal kitchen.
The flat has four separate bedrooms and a kitchen
5. When something features a particular thing, it has the thing as its most prominent part.
The festival will feature pyrotechnies, live music and sculptures.

will be the pyrotechnics,live music and sculptures.
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6. Bygone means happening or existing a very long time ago.

Some lanterns are patterned after palace style lamps of bygone dynasties.

Some lanterns are patterned after palace style lamps of

7. A building or container that houses something is the place where it is located or from where it

operates.

The chateau itself is open to the public and houses a museum of motorcycles and cars.

The chateau itself is open to the public and a museum of motorcycles and cars.

8. If you position something somewhere ,you put it there carefully,so that it is in the right place

or position.

Position trailing plants near the edges and in the sides of the basket to hang down.

trailing plants near the edges and in the sides of the basket to hang down.

9. If you are itching to do something,you are very eager or impatient to do it.

What you've said makes me itch to have a go.

What you’ve said makes me to have a go.

10. If one thing merges with another,or is merged with another, they combine or come together to

make one whole thing.
The sky and the water seem to merge.

The sky and the water seem to

Text

Get off the beaten path in southern Fujian,amidst scenic rivers
impressive mountains and a community of people who have settled into

this peaceful existence.
The History

(1| Seven hundred years ago,waves of Han people fled from war-torn
central China to southern Fujian in search of refuge. These peace-
lovers eventually settled down in the inland regions where scenic
rivers wove around impressive mountains.

= These refugees were called Hakka' ( % %<, meaning “guest” in
Mandarin ) , and are today often mistaken for their own ethnic
minority, even though they are still Han. With little to protect
themselves from bandits and wild animals, these outsiders built
incredible structures called “tulou” (literally: earth buildings ),
which acted as both defensive strongholds and places of residence.

These fortress-like structures were so peculiar-looking, in fact,
that passing travelers often described them as alien spaceships or

massive magic mushrooms. During the Cold War, these buildings were

002 )N
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even suspected of being missile silos when captured by CIA ( SE[H
Yt J5)) satellites.
[ 4] Today they’ re a UNESCO heritage site’. We recently visited this

remote area to witness the mysterious structures for ourselves and

glean insight into Hakka culture.
The Architecture
E

After a two-hour drive from Xiamen along twisting mountain
roads , our apprehension ( and carsickness) finally dissipated upon
seeing tremendous yellow buildings looming up from fog-shrouded
villages.

B Scattered throughout beautiful countryside, the tulou are in
remarkably good repair despite centuries of floods, earthquakes,
typhoons , fires , wild animals and war.

The Hakka people informed us that these age-old marvels were
built entirely out of mud scrounged from nearby forests and rivers.
Taking up to 10 years to complete , these tulou have proven to be some
of the most enduring architectural pieces ever built, as they’ ve been
standing for nearly 700 years.

B The typical designs entail circular and square structures three to
five stories tall with one-meter-thick clay and sandstone walls
protecting them from attack. Ranging from 700 to 20,000 sq. meters,
a tulou typically has a large courtyard in the center of the building that
provides a communal space for residents. The structures generally only
feature one door and very few windows, which are located towards the

top , perched above small chimneys.
The Culture

However , while its architectural aesthetics are intriguing , what is
happening behind these thick walls is equally fascinating, if not more
so. It is a living museum where ancient artifacts serve as the
backdrop for modern Hakka culture.

Inside you are not only guaranteed incredible photo

opportunities, but also a wistful glimpse into a bygone age. If you
speak or understand Mandarin, you may also return with a few
alluring stories of what goes on behind those walls.

YuChang Lou (#t & #%), built in 1386, is one of the oldest

surviving tulou in Fujian. Home to four generations of the Liu clan,it

still provides housing for 130 people. The most unique characteristics

6. silo[ 'sailon | : n. ( # it 2%
W) & 53

7. glean[ glimn | 0. PUAki8 4k
(G R AaR%)

8. apprehension

[ @prithenfan | :n. .05 1R
i

9. dissipate [ 'disipeit | ; v. ¥
K ;SR

10. loom up: BRRAZ 2 ; Bl
11. fog-shrouded ; adj. % 1% %€
B

12. scrounge [ skraundz ] : v.

3

13. entail [ in'teil | ;0. 423

14. perch| patf ] ;v. fF «-oe-
TO A i 5%

15. aesthetics| its'@etiks | : n.
Fof R

16. intrigue [ in'trizg ] : v. 3k
1, Wk - B BF AT L

17. backdrop[ 'bak drop | : n.
GE

18. wistful [ 'wistfal | : adj.
B

19. alluring [ a'luarip | : ad.
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of YuChang Lou are its leaning pillars, which are positioned so

precariously you fear they’ Il topple every time the wind blows.
Fortunately, this is unlikely, as they’ ve withstood hundreds of
years of strong winds and earthquakes. YuChang Lou’ s ancient
courtyard has been converted into small family run shops selling teas
and local snacks to tourists.
These stalls claim to sell only the most traditional and authentic
MuChuiSu snacks ( A4%ERK) and freshest tieguanyin tea (ZKMH) in
their Hakka neighborhood. After a few rounds of tea,the Hakka will
tell you what life is really like living in a tulou,and how the young left
the villages to become migrant workers until tourists flooded the area,
giving them a taste of prosperity. HeGui Lou ( Fl 5 #§) , WenChang
Lou( SC&#%) and several other famous tulou have been revamped to

appeal to tourists.
The Countryside
(4]

When we veered away from the more touristy of the tulou, we
happened upon a more unspoiled cluster ( called “HeKeng Tulou
cluster” a7 + B #¥ ). Here, chickens, ducks and toddlers roamed
freely among central courtyards holding outdoor washrooms, vegetable
gardens and woodpiles.

B We sat down on a bench next to a stream ,soaking up the sun and
exchanging a smile with a spiritedly 80-something lady on the
opposite bank. She was clearly in no hurry to trade tea leaves for
tourist pennies and a modem life. This would impress anyone
searching for a taste of traditional culture and a relaxing countryside

life.
The Village
1 6]

Down the road from the HeKeng Tulou cluster lies a small village
called TaXia (¥ F ). Half of the town is occupied by flag-bearing
tourist groups itching to check off their bucket list DeYuan Tang ( f#
#L 4 ) ,a well-known ancestral temple. '

DeYuan Tang is famous for its 24 stone pillars, each representing

a government official ancestor. Nearby, a mock Hakka wedding
ceremony is performed.

18] Fortunately , the quieter half of the town is largely untouched by

tourists. On a clear day,a 20-minute hill climb gives you a majestic

view of the tulou shining in the sunlight and clean streams running into

004 [N

20. precariously

[ pri'kearrasli ] : adv. R %4>
b ; FE R b

21. topple [ 'topl | ; v. {8 {8;
FEAT: oA
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24. veer[ via] :v. (45

25. toddler[ 'todla |
#I%h L
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adv. 75 Kb
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28. bucket list:n. HFRIFH

29. mock[ mok | :adj. BLHLAY
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endless golden rice fields that merge with misty mountains. We | 31. merge[ ma:dz | : o. #f #f

recommend going there at sunset. HRERY T BA
32. misty[ 'musti: | ; adj. $&H
The nghtlife 5 i

o YunShuiYao ( z7Ki#) was made famous by a recent film of the

. , 2 e S . 33. inundate
same name, but is a somewhat disappointing site inundated with

[ 'mandert,'mon-] ;0. ¥,
tourists more interested in visiting the locations from the film than e

experiencing the historic culture.
However, if you are seeking a bit of nightlife—and a slightly more
luxurious place to rest up—then this is the place to go. The tourist

flow ebbs around late afternoon,so it’ s advisable to head there at that

time. 34. plethora[ 'ple@ara ] :n. K
1] We recommend heading away from the main YunShuiYao and it
taking a stroll into the countryside,where you can admire the plethora z; ’;V\;[ graul ] ;v. R fF
3

of crops. Later on,as darkness falls and your bellies start to growl, ) Y
36. whispery[ ' (h) wispari | :

venture back to the whispery streets and enjoy some local Chinese R e

street-food. (words:990)

[2014-08-20]. http://www. whatsonxiamen. com/travel-msg-2662. html

Cultural Notes

1. Hakka

The Hakkas are a unique ethnic group of “Han” Chinese originally active around the
Yellow River area. They are thought to be one of the earliest “Han” settlers in China. One
theory has it that many of the early Hakkas were affiliated with the “royal bloods”. The truth
may be more complicated than that. It is highly likely that while Hakka may be a stronghold of
Han culture , Hakka people also have married other ethnic groups and adopted their cultures
during the long migration history of 2,000 years. Due to the infusion of other ethnic groups
from the northwest, north and northeast, these original settlers gradually migrated south and
settled in Jiangxi, Fujian, and Guangdong. They were called Hakka by the locals when they
first settled in. This term has been used since by non-Hakka and Hakka people, and in
international publications. The spelling “Hakka” is derived from the pronunciation in Hakka

dialect ( pronounced as “haagga” in Hakka and “kejia” in Mandarin).
[2014-08-20]. http://www. baike. com/ wiki/hakka
ERA-NBEHBF LR Y HRAFIES Lk L AR, 2 kLR EoHiE
B/ BhiRERAEZ—, NBETREZLTFE, PRAAERKREdE, L P HS
Adkik G 2 TR, 5 S G EAR AL FER AL, il 460, 21 FFRIR
A AMAREGERR R KRF , BEFAL AN A KN, X FI TS| EdE A
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TIERREW, BRI AMEN M T BN, RETRERBAEATERRAN
A P 3K, B BEAAR A B R AR,
[2014-08-20]. http://baike. haosou. com/doe/5005118. html
2. A UNESCO heritage site
A UNESCO World Heritage Site is a place (such as a forest, mountain, lake, island,
desert ,monument , building, complex , or city) that is listed by the United Nations Educational ,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) as of special cultural or physical significance
(see list of World Heritage Sites). The list is maintained by the international World Heritage
Programme administered by the UNESCO World Heritage Committee , composed of 21 UNESCO
member states which are elected by the General Assembly. The programme catalogues , names
and conserves sites of outstanding cultural or natural importance to the common heritage of
humanity. Under certain conditions, listed sites can obtain funds from the World Heritage
Fund. The programme was founded with the Convention Concerning the Protection of the World
Cultural and Natural Heritage , which was adopted by the General Conference of UNESCO on 16
November 1972.
[2014-08-20]. http://en. wikipedia. org/wiki/UNESCO_Heritage_Site
#RA R BERIRSBAHA L AR ERE S ZRL2AAGALERLY B Lk
BRGME R EALNAG LA K & U FR M o) THhFER G RFR, B
RO R AR R AREST ERIAE AR AT
Wk, S MBS, ERAF5AAE S ARE T X A RARE
H#F Gl AR ok Ao ik R R (R AR R AL ) SUAL L
[2014-08-20]. http://blog. sina. com. cn/s/blog_55¢838h3010010gc. html

Exercises

I . Reading Comprehension

Directions: In this section, there are fen statements related to the passage in the Main Reading. Each
statement contains information given in one of the paragraphs in the text. Identify the paragraph from which
the information is derived. You may choose a paragraph more than once. Each paragraph is marked with a
number.

1. The walls of the tulou were made of clay and sandstone and were one meter thick.

2. The tulou served as defensive strongholds and places of residence as well.

3. Hakka,belonging to Han ethnic,moved from central China to Southern Fujian and have settled
down in the inland regions for about seven hundred years.

DeYuan Tang is one of the destinations of the tourist groups.

It takes two hours to drive from Xiamen to the tulou.

The tulou have proven to be some of the most enduring architectural pieces ever built.

e A U

The tourists give people living in the tulou a taste of prosperity.
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8. Leaning pillars are the most unique characteristics of YuChang Lou.
9. It’s recommended to go to YunShuiYao in the late afternoon when there are fewer tourists.

10. A tulou can be as large as twenty thousand square meters.
II. Vocabulary in Use

A. Directions. Complete the following words with the aid of its English definition.

L.r _f_g_ _
2.d f ns_v_
3f . o

4,  ch_t_et_r_
S.e__e_1_ _
6.art _ f 1t

T.m _gr_ t

8.p_ _sp_r_ty
9.r ¢ _mm_ _d
101 x

B. Directions: Fill in the blanks in the following sentences with the words and phrases listed in the box in
their proper forms. There are more words and phrases than needed.

1. They promote social integration and assimilation of minority groups into the culture.
2. A poet can ordinary words a meaningful and effective piece of writing.
3. The local were angry at the lack of parking lots.

4. More and more environment -problems ,and who are these problems caused by?

5. Keaton comes here once or twice a year to the atmosphere.

6. It was the first movie to onsereen product placement for its own merchandise.

7. The teacher the students’ names during roll call.

8. He lives a very simple life for a man who has become rich.

9. The task requires extraordinary patience and

10. The Ambassador said he hoped the statement would a wake-up call to the

government.

W4 007
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Reading Skills

Identifying the Word Type iR3i52%

LT ) HRLE K2

418 (noun, 455 4 n. ) RFRAMIY L PRI, 40 schoolboy (F2¢4:) | Jane (),
computer ( Hififj) , London( &%) ,water (7K) ,news( #/H) .

X ( pronoun, 455 g pron. ) & AR B L 1AM A, W we (A7), her( ), all (£
) ,some (FHLE),

FE 4515 (adjective, 455 Ky adj. ) & FH R B4 4 17 91, 40 good (&F ) , bright ( BH 2%
f)) ,important (HZZ)) , beautiful (SEFIHY) .

Bl ( numeral , 455 2 num. ) J&FRR R FUGFE AR, f0 six (), twelve (+ ),
seventy-eight (-1 /\) ,first (5—) ,fifteenth (5 +F) .

ghial (verb 455K v. ) BREBRATH SERRAE M E, 0 like (F ), fancy (F%5),
meet () ,play (3t) ,speak (i) ,wear( 5F ) .

il i) (adverb , 455 2y adv. ) & FI kA M 3 1A T 2 R0 A AR 4 15, 4 slowly (1@ Hh) |
quietly (%) , very (R, JEH ) , quite (F124) ,unusually (FH#b) .

skia] (article, 455 4 art. ) B2 A FrdE () A Sk i1, %08 R A A, BIA E
1A a/an(—4~) FE & 17 the (X, HF) o

4115 ( preposition , 45 5 2y prep. ) J& ik 4 18] (2R 1A)) 5 /4] F B HAth i8] i 56 & #id] . an
from( M) ,near(fE------MiL) ,over(ZE-----E EF7) .

17 ( conjunction, 455 4 conj. ) /& 7% 898 B E A A 404 98], G0 and (FD)
because ( [K ) ,if (W15 ) ,both... and ...( AT~ Mg Hoeeeee ) ,as long as ...( H#)

J&NY ] (interjection, 55 A int. ) BRF/ARE B W RERPURSEAE., W0 oh (W) |
aha (1) | hush (%E)

VA E-2ia) o, 45 98] AR 1R) | T 2 6] L BiA] | 3 i) A gl iR ER A SE AE B9 R S, BR O S i
(notional word) , BB SZAE R4 F B9 RAY o TIsaEiA] | A i8] | 3% o] FR ML i) BRI AT S SC, R A
i8] (function word ) , RREPH 2 AE 98] F A9 LAY -

—MEAR AT R F 2L F S E TR M E A EEFER, BN, 2175 5 2R — 8 A5
W ; 8hin) EE RN SESERAE . &R W] LARIE 2808 AT 484 , 2l mT DAFH @0 R 2 A7 8 1
LR K ZH LA L2, AR 2T Zm#H & Lo

pue

(1) These refugees were called Hakka ( %3¢ , meaning “.guest" in Mandarin ) ,and are today

often mistaken for their own ethnic minority, even though they are still Han. ( Para. 2, Main
Reading)

A ) were called F are mistaken X BB Eh AR RBA“ & 57 2 240 24 3l A 33k 26 3
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(2) YunShuiYao ( z7Ki#%) was made famous by a recent film of the same name, but is a

somewhat disappointing site inundated with tourists more interested in visiting the locations from

the film than experiencing the historic culture. (Para. 19 Main Reading)
 AATEERE B 1E] was Fil is HUFEEE BE(RKIE) B AENME, BEAEN S
KIRHA S A NKE TE 2515 L4, more interested | 3l 44 §d] visiting . 44 17 tourists ,locations
film W RE M B T AR B A9 R R 5 U 20 o R B2 b ) B 3 3 SRR B G
PRI, 6 (R332 24 v, o SR A i b ) T R) 288, 7T LU T 3 4R b ) 924 L, sk e T 1A
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W Reading 1

Quanzhou Attractions

As one of the historic cities of China, Quanzhou boasts many
ancient cultural and religion relics. It is also blessed with beautiful
scenic spots because of its special geographic location. Here, we just

mention a few of the most important tourist destinations.
Places of Historic Interest

Kaiyuan Temple ( FF7C=F ) , the largest Buddhist temple in Fujian
Province, is located on West Street in the Licheng District. Tt is a
major historic and cultural site and is under state protection. It has a
history of over 1, 300 years. The buildings in the temple are
magnificent ,of which the most attractive is the Grand Prayer Hall ( &
JE 5z % ) which has 86 huge stone pillars. The most famous attractions
are two pagodas standing west and east of the temple. They are the
highest stone pagodas in all of China, and measure over 40 meters
(131 feet) high. As a precious example of Chinese stone sculpture,
they are the symbols of the Quanzhou City.

Qingjing Mosque ( 7 1§ 5F ) , located on Tumen Street in the
Licheng District, is the oldest example of Moslem architecture in
China. It was built in the year 1009 and since then has been repaired
several times. Now the gate,the main prayer hall Fengtian Tan( XX
%) —and the second prayer hall Mingshan Tang ( B &) are still
well kept , presenting the traditional architectural style of Arabic Islam.
The stone inscription of the Koran ( fy 22 4% ) written in Arabic is also
preserved in the main prayer hall. This temple bears witness to the
friendship and cultural exchange between China and Arabic countries.

Heavenly Empress Palace is located on Tianhou Street near the

1. pagoda[ pa'gauda ] :n. 1,
ES7

2. Empress:n. 85 ; & 87
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south gate of the city. Heavenly Empress ( Tianhou in Chinese) —
also called Mazu'—is a goddess who is believed to watch over sailors
at sea and provide for their safety. In southern China,there are many
temples built solely for making sacrifices to her. This palace is the
oldest and largest one. The magnificent main hall and back hall have
stood for thousands of years and are still in good condition. In the
main hall, you can see vividly carved patterns in the windows and
various reliefs showing the culture of Taoism. There is also a newly
opened museum showing the development of ties between the mainland
and Taiwan.

Luoyang Bridge , China’s earliest stone bridge built in the seaport,
spans the Luoyang River in the east of the Quanzhou city. It was built
in 1053 and is one of the most famous ancient bridges in China; even
Marco Polo® described it in his journey notes. Built from light grey
granite, the bridge resembles a silver dragon lying above the green
water. The method of reinforcing the foundation of the bridge is very
unusual. Thousands of oysters were bred around the footstones and
piers so that their secretions would act as kind of cement. This was
the world’s first example of the use of biology in bridge building and

shows the great wisdom of the ancient Chinese people.
Scenic Spots

Mt. Qingyuan Scenic Area lies in a northern suburb of the city.
It combines natural beauty with the religious cultures of Buddhism and
Daoism. Walking along the trails, you'll be charmed by the various
streams, ponds, and strange-shaped rocks. The mountain boasts
thousands of ancient trees which make it green all year round.

Water Rock Temple ( 7K % 5F ) is a Buddhist temple built high on
Penglai Mountain in Anxi County. The architecture is a three-layer-
tower style built with blue bricks and red tiles. Hiding in the emerald
bamboos , green pines, hazy mist, and clouds, the temple looks grand
and imposing. Around the temple, there are many unusual natural
wonders as well as cultural relics,such as the ancient tree with all its
branches growing northwards , the four stone bamboo shoots towering to
the sky,and the preciolus Ming Dynasty (1368—1644) stone tablets
showing the map of the mountain.

Mt. Xiangong is another well-known tourist spot which is located
in the northern part of the city. The mountain is characterized by its

majestic features which include perilous cliffs and secluded forests.
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