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Preface: Memories and Creation on Silk-Wrapped Flowers
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Preface: Passions on Silk- Wrapped Flowers
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Crafts serve as an important evidence of the material culture for human beings, which
reflect our living experience and creative wisdom. “Chan-hua” is a form of 3D handcraft, a
way to use silk threads to wrap around paper pattern and iron wires, and often decorated with
golden, silver or tin foil papers. The finished craftworks are not only in the shapes of flowers,
but also other auspicious animals, insects, or geometric patterns. It is often referred to “silk
wrapped flowers™ since most works handed down were in the shapes of flowers. This unique
handcraft played an important role in the wedding customs for the Hoklo and Hakka people in
Early Taiwan. “Chan-hua” is delicate and elegant, and Hoklo people named it “Chun Zai Hua
(Spring Flower)” whereas Hakka people called it “Rao Xian Hua” (Thread Wrapped Flower).
Though it may not be exclusive in the Hakka areas, traditional Hakka women took it to the

next level, and created many complicated and beautiful masterpieces with their skillful hands.




GEAEPDRHI AT 6, JLT A MR e F A b LI T AR — SR T R
MO 2, RS A S0 A RIS SER, 762 WL 5101 o S R
AR SR B G IIELB AT IR TS E 25, T YO R PRI 56 2
151, AR R R T S ROORK, NIV S LA ABE LS, Wk T
XL T SIS % 40 BIFAS R T EHE, SHT % T LA R L
MRS SRR EARK W MIELIBFERIBT T, HUCHURAG b4 V% 8 £ IR 5
KK

The materials for making “Chan-hua” are common simple objects in the daily life. It is
indeed a handcraft for the common people, however, from the complicated and delicate works
handed down, we can find the diligence and cleverness of Hakka women and their unique
artistic nature. I have come to know “Chan-hua” after many years of research on Hakka
garments. Under the guidance of Chen, Da-Ming, who led me to visit many collectors and
witness a lot of beautiful and amazing works, I was inspired and became passionate about the
study of “Chan-hua.” I started to learn to make “Chan-hua,” instructed by Chen, Hui-Mei, a
renowned crafts master (same teacher as Tseng, Guo-Fen’s, one young artist). Some of Mr.

Tseng’s works are shared and illustrated in this book.
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This book states the origin, history, purposes, forms and shapes, and colors for “Chan-hua,”
and further elaborates the techniques and variations for its making, steps by steps. I would
like to introduce the traditional handcraft of “Chan-hua™ to the public and share its techniques
with fellow enthusiasts, and those who enjoy such handcraft can follow my instruction to
make “Chan-hua.” It is my intension to better the understanding and appreciation of the
beauty of “Chan-hua” through words and hand-on experience. Whether we name it “Chun
Zai Hua”,“Chan-hua”,or “Xian Hua”,this handcraft represents the essence of wisdom and
emotions of Taiwanese women, who establish the link between tradition and modern through

the wrapped silk-threads.
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