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Preface

It is such a pleasure

to read the draft of this
Album. | feel like raising

a kid to an adult while
looking back at the days
when an idea was turned
into design drawings on
the paper, then we went in
for large-scale construction
of a bunch of stadiums
based on these drawings
and finally witnessed them
to be put into actual use.
These stadiums are just
like my kids. Throughout
the construction, | also
made a lot of bosom
friends in the sports circle.
Now | am so happy to see
these old friends come
visiting me with photos

of my own “kids”. | am

so pleased and honored
to write a preface for the
Album.

The Album itself, endowed
with beautiful photos,
delicate wording and
unique graphic design, is
a worthwhile collection.
What impresses me more
IS its integration of sports,
architecture and culture,

which enriches the Album
with the contents that

not only can be referred
to as materials but also
add more originality and
fun for the reading. As a
participant of events of the
times, | would like to share
some thoughts on sports,
architectures and culture
from my point of view.

About sports — | have deep
destined relationship with
sports. In my architecture
design career for the

past six decades, | have
designed nearly a hundred
of architectures of various
styles, most of which are
sports buildings, including
four stadiums in foreign
countries such as Vietnam
and Angola and a dozen
in Chinese cities such

as Wuhan, Shantou,
Kunming, Rongcheng,
Kunshan and Beilun.
Shanghai Indoor Stadium,
Shanghai Stadium,
Shanghai Swimming
Center, Hongkou

Football Stadium and
Jing'an Indoor Stadium

in Shanghai are the

most memorable to me.



Besides, | also participated
in the cooperative design
of Shanghai International
Circuit and Shanghai
Qizhong Tennis Center. |
feel close to sports for two
reasons. On one hand, |
am a sports lover. | began
riding a bicycle to school
when | was a high school
student and continued
cycling to work when |
started working. | love
gymnastics, football, table
tennis and swimming.
Thanks to sports, | look
younger than the peers
of my age. On the other
hand, those who have
witnessed the vicissitude
of generations like me
know so well about the
days when the people
were weak and fragile in
drooping spirit and mood.
We are clearer about

the importance of well-
developed sports to the
health and happy lives of
the people. Sportsis a
matter of significance to
people’s livelihood.

About culture — Culture
s a life style of a group
of people. Individuals

hardly form culture for

it is something in need

of convergence and
integration of ideas of a
group of people. Culture
can be classified into
social culture, ethnic
culture, urban culture
and circle culture in
accordance to the group
size. There is a sports
circle, which is not closed
for it does not only matter
to the physical health of
individuals but also matter
to entertainment and
recreation in residential
quarters and communities
and even matters to all
aspects concerning the
national spirits and honor.
For individuals, sports
culture can be relaxing
and fashionable like the
happiness under the
sunshine. For a nation,
sports culture is inspiring
and uplifting like a battle ir
the rainstorm. Culture is
inheritable. We can learn
about the transition in life
style, mental state and
sense of value of a group
of people in Shanghai by
viewing the history of its
sports culture.



About architectures — |
would like to talk about
my own profession at
last. After so many

years of hardworking

In architectural design,

| gradually formed an
architectural view of “being
people-oriented and
functional”, particularly for
sports buildings, because
they are essentially public
places to hold public
activities in which people
collectively participated.
A sports building will
constitute a masterpiece
of the time if it is
harmoniously rooted in the
surrounding environment
and integrates art with
science perfectly while
serving both the present
and future under the
condition of guaranteeing
the function, practicability
and security. The Alboum
selects ten representative
sports buildings with a
history of one century.
Some were constructed
during the period of the
Republic of China, and
some were built in the
reform and opening-up
period in modern style.

Among the architectures
with classic and exotic
style, Chinese traditional
palace style and post-
modernist style, some
were designed by foreign
architects, and some

by domestic architects
solely while others were
cooperatively completed
by both domestic and
foreign parties. They have
their own characteristics

in structure, pattern and
style for their unique merits
in application of scientific
Ideas, technological means
and functions. We can not
only sense the beauty of
art but also feel the spirits
of sports, the history of the
city, and the networking of
the society by appreciating
these public buildings.
This is the main theme of
the Album.

Wei Dunshan,

Academician of Chinese,
Academy of Engineering &
Architect Design Expert
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Sports Building

In 1928, a brown U-shaped
building was erected on
West Nanjing Road in the
world-renowned Shanghai
Concession. From its
balcony, people could

see the whole Shanghai
Race Club clearly. Itis

the Sports Building today,
which was once named
Foreign YMCA Building as
a place for western young
people to hold recreational,
entertaining, sports and
social activities.

The building follows style
of American Art and Crafts
in its design and resembles
the Reliance Building in
Chicago in its shape and
decoration, showing a
classic style. Seen from
overhead, the middle

part of building above the
third storey doesn't align
with the lower front part,
and shapes itself into a
“horseshoe”. The domino-
type design and the wall
covered with dark brown
bricks give the building

a typical American style.
Two metal lampposts of



more than two meters
high are standing at the
front of the building. The
cylindrical surface and
plinth of the lampposts
are engraved with delicate
relief in plant patterns.
Beside them lie four small
lifelike lion head statues.
A long arched window
traverses the second and
third floors like a rainbow.
The second and third
floors of the building are
exquisitely decorated with
marble walls engraved
with delicate patterns and
ornamental designs. The
bright interior decoration
on the wall impresses
visitors with its luxury. The
wall of the building above
the fourth floor is designed
in bumpy straight line with
four columns bulging on
each side and the windows
sunken. The patterns
under the windows adopt
elegant colors, giving
visitors a refreshing feeling.

The indoor swimming
pool in the building is

one of the earliest built
heated swimming pools
in Shanghai. Two filtering

equipment in the pool
formed a circulation to
pump water, but then were
replaced with bubble seeds
to keep the water clean.
There is a basketball

room on the second floor.
Covered with wooden floor
and surrounded by stands,
it has withessed numerous
high-level basketball
matches. Besides, a
gymnasium is renovated
from four squash rooms
by tearing down the walls
on the fourth floor, and
becomes a venue for
gymnastic skill training.

This building has turned
into the center and cradle
of sports in Shanghai
since it was appropriated
to Shanghai Sports
Committee in 1954, and
possesses a unique
position in the development
of Shanghai sports.
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In mid 1800s, when foreign immigrants
successively rushed into Shanghai, the modern
competitive sports were introduced into China.

In 1848, the 28th Year under the Reign of Emperor
Daoguang of the Qing Dynasty, indoor bowling
and rugby fives emerged in Shanghai, and

various sports organizations began to come into
existence. Two years later, Shanghai Race Club
was firstly founded. After that, Shanghai Rowing
Club, Cricket Club, Shanghai Recreation Fund,
Lawn Bowls Club, Baseball Club, Swimming Club,
Tennis Federation and Football Federation were
set up in succession. Among them, Shanghai
Race Club and Shanghai Football Federation were
the most influential by organizing a number of
large games each year.

The life of these organizations varied with
Shanghai Race Club enjoying the longest history
of one century.

In 1920s, to build a specialized sports and
entertainment venue for foreigners living in
Shanghai, American Fitch Rockefeller called for

a fund raising and raised 600,000 tael of white
silver with donation and aids from American
churches and western immigrants. In May 1928,
a three-storey building with multi-functions of
modern sports and entertainment was built at

the crossing of Park Road (now Huanghe Road)
on the northern section of Jing'an Temple Road
(now West Nanjing Road). At the bottom of the
building was the first indoor heated swimming

pool since Shanghai opened its ports to the rest
of world. Besides, there was basketball room,
bowling room, pub, barbershop and bathroom on
the second floor, apart from a 110m’ kids’ playing
ground. Gymnastics room, ballroom, billiard parlor,
dining room and meeting room could be found on
the third floor. In 1932, the building was expanded
into nine storeys, providing about 250 guest rooms
from the 4th to the 9th floor.

It was called Foreign YMCA Building at the very
beginning and was completed six years earlier
than Park Hotel Shanghai. The building was
designed under the leadership of Hazzard Foreign
Firm which was famous in Europe and America
for its American modern stereoscopic design, and
church architect An Duosheng took charge of the
operation of the project. The building elevation
was in the classic western architectural style.
Even today, 86 years later, this classic American-
style building can still strike its close observers with
breathtaking charm even surrounded by many
magnificent skyscrapers.

Foreign YMCA held invitational or open basketball
and volleyball tournaments every year since its
establishment. Both the western immigrants and
Chinese were welcome. Thanks to its advanced
facilities, the basketball room became a main
venue for basketball matches in Shanghai in
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