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Preface by Chen Jian

Love in Shanghai Noah's Ark, a novel written by Yu Qiang, provides a panoramic view of what happened in Shanghai during the 1930s and 1940s
when the Jewish refugees, who had fled from Germany or German-occupied regions, took shelter in Shanghai. Many readers find the novel, strung
together with many short stories, shocking and breathtaking, for it shows the greatest love between the Jewish people and the Chinese people during the
stormy days. It was the kind of love that the Jewish people and the Chinese people were deeply attached to each other, that they saved each other from
the disastrous fate disregarding death, and that the Jewish people helped each other when they were in poverty. More impressive is the selfless love of the
Chinese people for another nation in need of help, when they themselves were suffering from the brutality of war.

This outstanding literary work, which inspires serious consideration about love and historical empathy, now has been presented to the readers in the
form of a picture-story book. The author and the illustrator have worked closely together, and added more luster to the wonderful work by combining the
literary and artistic marvels.

If an outstanding literary work is represented in the form of a picture-story book, the latter must be equally outstanding. Obviously, this picture-



story book is successful.

Yu Qiang’s writing style is both passionate and exquisite. While the fast-food culture is prevailing, an artist who wishes to represent an historical
event with the traditional means of artistic creation must first do profound researches into history. Houses, streets, human figures as well as the utensils
and clothes appearing in his work must conform with historical reality. Such an artist must make a genuine effort, and must be given high respect for it.

China’s picture-story book originated in Shanghai, and is a representation of its multi-cultural environment. The history of the Jewish refugees
taking shelter in Shanghai is a development of such environment. I wish that the picture-story book, Love in Shanghai Noah's Ark, which takes on the
multi-cultural appeal, will attract more readers both at home and abroad, and that people all over the world will learn from this book more about that part

of the history and more about the Chinese people during that time.

(The author is Director of Shanghai Jewish Refugees Museum.)
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From 9 to 10 November 1938, Hitler staged the “Crystal Night”, a world-
shocking event, in many cities of Germany and Austria by robbing and killing
the Jews. Hitler wanted to sweep up the Jews from Europe, and the Jews fled in
all directions. Shanghai was the only city in the world into which no passport or

visa was required for an entry, thus a Noah’s Ark for the Jews...
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In the spring of 1939, a vessel was carrying a number of special people
across the Mediterranean Sea. They were Jewish refugees from Europe, and

were now heading for Shanghai, China as a place of refuge.
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On board the vessel, the Jews were standing in several groups. They
looked up at the sunshine from among the clouds with some hope. Some of
them said, “There will be hope as long as we stay alive.” Some others said, “We’ll
definitely die if China refuses to accept us.” And still others said, “We will

never forget the kindness of the Chinese people.”
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Anna, a beautiful Jewish girl from a conservatory of Vienna University,
was looking at the sea from the deck with her mother Frimu and her younger
brother Polsby. A wind blew her hat off to the ground. Schaurte, a handsome
German Jewish young man picked it up and handed it back to Anna. Their eyes

met for a while with loving affections.
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Anna realized what had happened and thanked him. They talked briefly
before Anna took her mother back to the cabin, who had long been ill. The
medical doctor Roche volunteered to do a physical checkup for her. Rottenberg,
a man with whiskers, was encouraging her to stay strong. He told her that more
than a thousand Jews, including himself, had sailed to Cuba and America, but
they were refused to step onshore, because most of their permits were to take

effect in 1942. He returned to Europe and took this vessel.




