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Du Da-kai June 2,1999

Going with the poet friends, Mr. Kang Youwei visited the Taiging Temple in Laoshan Mountains in 1930. Invited by the Taoist abbot, he, with pleasure,
composed a long poem wilth the writing brush, which began with:" There are beautiful green lotus in the sky, \ Who's thrown them onto the East Sea's side; \
The beautiful landscape of green waters and hills \ Were washed in the light of a sample of General Li's -++ ==+ " The first couplet says, Mount Laoshan is green,
the shape is like the lotus flowers, and nobody knows who has thrown them onfo the seashore of the East Sea; the following says, the beautiful mountains-and-
walers appear 1o be turned out according fo the sketch of General Li Sixun, the artist in the Tang Dynasty. Thal is to say , Mount Laoshan is beautiful like
fairyland, beautiful like the superlative drawing of General Li. In fact, there are no celestial beings, the mountains and waters in the picture are just themselves
in the picture. If they are so-called beautiful, it is, affer all, because they are in the man's world, the world exists, therefore, we may be close fo, may appreciate,
and may be reluctant to leave.

Mr Kang Youwel was then composing poetry, in verses, the heart may reach the most distant place in any direction, the spirit may fly fo the highest of
heavens. No matter how fantaslic verses are, as long as there are feelings and music, it may move yoursell, move people, and they are all good verses, so Mr.
Du Fu praised Mr. Li Bai for his poelry "Move heaven and earth, \Gods,ghosls shed fears.” Actually, heaven and earth have no heart and lung, how o move
them; Ghosts and gods have no shadows and shapes and how to make them sweep. However, evervthing is all right, for it is poetry. Poelry should have space
from the reality | if foo close to, It will be far away from poelry. For example, "Mount Laoshan consists of igneous rock, \ The soil quality is full of gravel and grit
* Although it is a fact, how could it beat the people's heart?

The photographic art, should have double character of reality and poelry, have realistic truth, the objective truth which reflects your figure and smiling; It
should have the poetic spirit, the spirit which is rornantic and full of the ideal colours. In photography, reality and romance are two respects of one body, felling
the sharpness and conscience of photo artists

Kaiming is from Qingdao. Drinking Laoshan Mountain waters, he’ s grown up, hometown is a form of address like happiness of immortals, and the feelings
of hometown Is that which make my heart go pit-a-pat all my life. His works should be the collections of the feelings, mave author, move reader and move
Laoshan Mountains.

Since our childhood, Kaiming and | have been friends, perhaps, owing to this reason, he enjoined me to do the preface, as for photography, I am
unprofessional, so | think | can' 1, | repeatedly graciously declined, but | could not make him change his mind. In the Album of Kaiming” s, the photos are all the
landscapes of Laoshan Mountains, in the preface, it seems that | should say something about Lachan Mountains, but previously | read "The Annals of Mount
Laoshan”. The contents have already gone into details, only | feel | have no more words fo talk about Laoshan Mountains. As fo photography, it will irregularly
turn out inexhaustible beauty and wonder beyond writings, readers may feel by themselves. If is unnecessasy that | say more than is proper

| like one verse:" Smiling, | come back after travelling the Five Mounts, \ It will be best if more farmous Mounts in our home fown." How many thorough
understandings of life the verse shows! It gives people much food for thought
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Zhang Kaimil

Associate professor, a member of the photographers Association of China. He was born in Qingdao
City In 1949. And has been fond of painting from the chidhood, he began his creation of the photo art
and issued his works in 1976, he has the works of << Abum of Zhang Kaming’ s Photo Art Works >>
and the others. Now, he is appointed to the position of the chief for the Cultural Centre of Laoshan

District, Qingdao City.
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Against the Skies
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