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PREFACE

Rather than causality or coincidence, it was the bond of
mutual perception towards love generated from the arduous
experience which made me acquaint with Mr. Li Zi Jian.

While | was in the U.S. on an itinerant dharma preaching tour
in 1991, | was invited to chair a woman’s dharma preaching
session held in Alhambra City, Los Angeles. Ingeniously the
sponsor struck a decorative convergence by exhibiting oil
paintings along the hallway which led to the venue. Due to the
tight schedule and the fact that | had never been good at painting,
| could only give them a hurried look. Yet, when my eyes scanned
a painting entitled ” PREGNANCY ", | could not but stand
motionless for a while. In this painting, a young woman lowers
her head, stares, and ponders as she appears to be holding her
breath and listening to the palpitations of the fetus in her bulging
abdomen. Her face is replete with maternal love. It seems that the
world’s truth, kindness, and beauty all centers in this woman.
Why 2 Oh! Yes. " PREGNANCY"” is the best and the most

beautiful expectation in the universe wherein all '

" expectations "’
demand kindness and patience which infer peacefulness and
strength respectively. The proper combination of peacefulness and
strength propels the universe to multiply endlessly. This truth of
dependent origination remains genuine in the world. But, who was
the painter ? Who, on earth, could interpret the connotation of
" PREGNANCY " so skillfully and thoroughly by a painting
brush ?

On the return trip, looking at the constant flow of people and
cars outside the window, | reflected: in this criticizing and
besetting society, how | can wish that someone could be like the
painter, to dip the tip of his brush pen with love, to paint the real
joy and pain of the world and to vividly display the kindness,
compassion, joy, and equanimity of Buddhism on the paper.

A few months later, through the introduction of Mr. Wu Chien
—hsiung, a young man brought his palette to Hsi Lai Temple to
portray me with oil painting. Page by page, | began to flip through
a painting album which he brought along. The album collected his
past works. When the painting entitled " PREGNANCY " again
came into my sight, my heart was then filled with extreme surprise
and joy.

Oh ! That touching oil painting was done by this young
painter for his pregnant wife. The sincerity and the esthetics of the
material overflew in his other works as well. Pictures of country
life displayed profoundly with strong affection inter alia touched
my heart most. | presumed that an artist could not reach such a
state if he did not possess profound experience towards life
notwithstanding his ample potentiality.

During the short conversation with Mr. Li Zi Jian, | sensed
that this young painter in front of me owned an extraordinary
experience in life and a simple and sincere disposition of an artist.
He was not only exclusively talented, but also had abundant
ideals. Unfortunately, the pressure of life had ceased his artistic
creation and forced him to paint for the living ever since he has
arrived in the States two years ago. It was truly pitiful and hurting
to let such an excellent talent be concealed from recognition.
Therefore, | took the initiative to propose that | supported him
whole-heartedly to carry on and develop his artistic pursuit, and
within few years he should, for the sake of all beings, paint one
hundred oil paintings based on the theme of " Love”. In



addition, | suggested that in his paintings, he may embody
Chinese ethnic traits of fortitude, complaintlessness despite hard-
ships and criticisms, making concessions for accommodation, etc. |
hoped that he could regain his painting style and create an artistic
world of his own. Mr. Li was not only deeply moved and promised
with joy, he also mentioned: " You are my bosom friend” .
Honestly speaking, was | not sharing with him my feelings toward
the hardship that | had experienced in the last sixty years ?

The next day, Mr. Li left his original narrow and small
habitation. His whole family moved into ” Montellano Lodge”
provided by me. On the premises of the spacious, tranquil,
beautiful and transcendent living environment, Mr. Li was able to
concentrate his mind on painting. Thus it consoled me insomuch
as | had realized my humble wish. i

Thereafter, Mr. Li unveiled a new page of his artistic life. His
artistic inspiration outran like springs. His new works were
accomplished successively. Working very hard and exerting deter-
minedly, he, with an amazing'efficiency, completed eighty and
more paintings in one and a half years.

Though | did not know painting, | appreciated the works
permeated with genuine feelings of human beings. Everytime |
arrived in Los Angeles from a worldwide Dharma preaching tour, |
always took some time to visit Mr. Li's studio to appreciate his
paintings no matter how busy | was. The real image of American
wanderer caused me to contemplate; and the overflowing affection
permeated in the mother-and-daughter series brought me feelings
of warmth. Especially those paintings displaying the image of
common Chinese and the scene of oidinary life often were
reminiscent of my childhood and fanciful thoughts. Painting is a
book without words. Millions of words can be expressed in one
single painting without the slightest bit of exaggeration. By all
means, to appreciate Mr. Li's affecting paintings, the viewers
might perceive the painter’s profound experience and expression
towards life and the world. Judging from several amiable talks
with Mr. Li, | deeply felt that without the growth in adversity as
well as compassionate and gentle personality, the painter's works
would not embrace such a touching charm. " Like the painting,
like the painter” , indeed it is.

Mr. Li Zi Jian once led a real tough life. In 1954, he was born
in an ordinary family in Shou-Yang, Hunan province, China. There
were ten sibs in total who were either elder or younger than him.
In his childhood, his parents engaged in commercial activities. His
family was a well-to-do one. However, with the passage of time
and the vicissitudes of life, his family fell into a predicament. As
there were many mouths to feed, and the rationed food was not
sufficient to sustain the livelihood, Mr. Li's father was compelled
to conduct illegal trade. Unfortunately, it came to light and ten
years of miscarriage of justice, like a disaster descended from the
sky, fell on Mr. Li's father. Thereafter, all members of the family,
from the cradle to the old, met with misfortune. Mr. Li's sibs were
exiled to the rural communities to live a rootless life. Mr. Li's
mother was often appraised and restrained. Several times she tried
to commit suicide, but, given consideration to her young children,
she carried on a life bearing disgrace and insults. Before his school
age, the young Zi Jian began to share the heavy burden of the
family by picking up cigarette butts, coal lees, and orange peels,
and exchanging them for money. As he grew a bit older, he made

a living by beating stones, setting up vending stands, baby-sitting,
and the like. At the age of thirteen and fourteen, with a skinny
body, he had shouldered the burden that only adults could do.
Salvaging river sands, filling and digging earth, carrying goods in
the docks, towing boats, and so on. Hardly were there any money—
making coolies that he had not done. Later, by taking a
roundabout course, he came to the mountainous Hsian-Hsi, the
western Hunan province, and took the arduous task of building
railroads. Before entering the university, he had been a pincer
worker in a small and shabby plant for six years. The adverse
circumstances sharpened his will of fortitude and the hard life
consummated him the perseverance of ever-upward invigoration.

In his youth, even though his family was poor, still, he was a
morally and academically excellent student in school. His humble
family background, however, repeatedly incurred him mistreats and
insults. Luckily, under the influence of his elder brothers and
sisters, in his early years, he read many classics of the Western
humanism. He indulged himself in the worlds created by works of
Leo Tolstoy, Honore de Balzac, and Ernest Hemingway. Most of
all, Jack London’s biography spurred him to explore and aspire
after the kaleidoscopic world.

Riding on a serial waves of the Red Guard, he travelled in
Shanghai, Su-Chou, and Hang-Chou with a few pennies. In a
time of no conscience, he witnessed countless miserable tragedies
and he also personallv experienced barbaric humiliation. It was a
world without love. Yet, the warmth of his loving mother, the deep
affection of his elder sibs, and the caress of his neighbors had
been engraved on his indelible memory. All these had contributed
to the ember of love which had always been kept in the depth of
his heart.

In his youth, Zi Jian amused himself by painting. This
inclination did not lessen a bit even when he came of age. At the
early period of the Cultural Revolution, Mr. Chen Hsi-tsuang, who
had received professional training of Western style painting, was
exiled to Shou-Yang. Fortunately Zi Jian came across this
distinguished painter. This lecturer of fine arts, who was graduated
from the Central Fine Arts Academy in Beijing, was so moved by
the enduring and diligent Zi Jian, that he not only often gave Zi
Jian papers, painting brushes, and pigments, but patiently con-
ferred all he had learned on Zi Jian. To start with the basic skill of
sketching has firmly laid a deep solid foundation for his painting
career. Zi Jian took heart to learn all the skills. Day by day, he
squeezed almost all his spare time to immerse himself in painting.
In that peculiar era, he, being an offspring of the " Black Five
Category " , was deprived of all possible opportunities of pursuing
advanced study in the palace of fine arts.

The distress of the adverse environment further inspired his
ambition to strive for visibility. In order to achieve his career
successfully, he deeply felt that there was a dire need to extend
and broaden his vision. Thus he often made use of the time earned
from doing overtime work and pathetic hire saved by practicing
frugality and austerity in his daily life, to lead an odyssey life by
putting on his painting case and leaving far away from home. He
had called on prestigious painting masters all over the places while
he made friends with his fellow painting pals extensively. At
moments of running out of money, he climbed up to the trains;
slept on streets, and swallowed dried food. The hardship encoun-
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