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verb | “*call by' v adv words
not fml to visit when passmg a placeZ |19 (often
simple tenses)] When you're nextin town, do call

*star shows ; definition, written
idiomatic phrasal * from a list of 2,000

literal verb 2 . examplg of .how the
| B ey 1 Lo
+ by] If you call him just by he
won't answer you. : verb + preposition
another phrasal verb |  clean out v adv { verb + adverb
with the same also clear out to empty, tidy, or clean
meaning (something): [X9 + out] Pve asked the child-
ren to clean out their drawers. I need some — b
words formed from |~ help in Ck‘"'i"g out the ‘m‘ shelter. 3:;1(: (t;’gs;l(:'::bs
phrasal verbs are | _.—¢leaning-out, clean-out n — do out “)—{ with replated
shown at the end of out imexitngs, (1) dieais
the CntrL “Usee meaningl ”»
) —  come unstuck v adj L
numbers (1, 2) show 1 to fail to remain stuck to something; [L7 +
different meaning. unsmck] 1didn’t open your letter, the envelopa .
Here only meaning 2 came unstuck. shows that the
is an idiomatic 22 not fml to meet difficulties or failure: [I0] All expression is qnly
phrasal verb and so his grand plans for thew of 1 came used in certain
has a slar_l unstuck when the price of oil went up so much. Ls_ituations

Bhows an expression
used mostly in
American English

shows.that kick
round is defined at
kick about because it
has the same
meaning

idiomatic meaning
contrasted with
normal meaning

numbers (*?) show
when a verbal
combination is used
both as a verb +
adverb and verb +
preposition

shows a fixed idiom
in which the phrasal

verb is used rammar codes show
g

how to use the
expressions



What are phrasal verbs?

Phrasal verbs are idiomatic combinations of a
verb and adverb, or a verb and preposition (or
verb with both adverb and preposition). They
cause difficulties for students of English because
of their meaning and grammar.

Many verbs in English can be used together
with an adverb or preposition, and are
straightforward for the student to use and
understand, as in, for example:

The girl walked along

the road. (verb + preposition)

You could just as easily say:
The girl walked down
the road. (verb + preposition)

Combinations of verb and adverb can also be

easily understood:

He opened the door and
looked inside.

He entered the room .
and sat down.

(verb + adverb)
(verb + adverb)

Often, however, a verbal combination (verb +
adverb or verb + preposition) can have not only
its normal meaning but can also mean something
different. The combination of hold and up, for
example, can be used with a normal meaning:

Hold up your right hand and repeat these
words after me.

But it can also have a completely different
meaning, ‘to stop by force in order to rob’. as in:

The criminals held up the train and stole all
the passengers' money.

Here the meaning of the expression cannot be
guessed from the verb alone; it is an example of a
phrasal verb. In the dictionary, phrasal verbs
(idiomatic combinations) are marked with a *
sign. Hold up, then, has both a normal and an
idiomatic meaning, and is shown in the dictionary
like this:
hold up v adv
1 to raise (something): Hold up your right
hand and repeat these words after me.
*2 to stop (a vehicle) by force in order to rob
it: The criminals held up the train and stole
all the passengers” money.

There are three types of phrasal verb:

(a) verb + adverb (marked v adv), as in:

The old lady was taken in (= deceived)
by the salesman.

(b) verb + preposition (marked v prep), as in:
She set about (= started) making a new
dress.

(c) verb + adverb + preposition (marked v adv

prep), as in:
Ican’t put up with ( = bear or suffer) him
— he’s always complaining.

What this dictionary contains

This book includes entries for:

. Phrasal verbs, that is, idiomatic combinations
of verb + adverb, verb + preposition or verb
+ adverb + preposition. If the verbal
combination has a normal meaning as well as
an idiomatic meaning, then both are listed,
but only the idiomatic meaning has a * sign.

2. Phrasal verbs such as *depend on or *despair
of where the verb, although it always has the
same meaning, can only be used with a certain
preposition when used in combination. We
cannot say depend from, or depend with.

3. Idioms which are formed from phrasal verbs,
such as let the cat out of the bag. These idioms
are printed in heavy type. Idioms have a
meaning which is different to the meaning of
the single words, and usually have a fixed
word order.

—

The dictionary also includes combinations of
verb + adjective and verb + pronoun which, like
phrasal verbs, have a different meaning when
used together. Examples are lie low (v adj), which
is a verb + adjective, and kid oneself (v pron)
which is a verb + pronoun.

The dictionary does not include simple verbal
combinations such as walk along and sit down
where the meanings are easily guessed from the
parts. Of course, if the verbal combination also
has an idiomatic meaning, then both senses are
included.

How to use the Dictionary
Order of headwords

Phrasal verbs in this dictionary are listed in
alphabetical order under the main verb. Thus, at
see all the different combinations of see + adverb
or see + preposition that can be used with it are
listed alphabetically before the next main verb,
seek. In this way see through comes in the
dictionary before seek after.

Phrasal verbs that can be used both as verb +
adverb (v adv) and verb + preposition (v prep)
have a separate numbered entry for each
grammatical use; the entries are marked by small
numbers (**). For example, see through is listed
as see through® v adv and then see through® v
prep. Here is an example of the order of
headwords in the dictionary:

see round' v adv
see round’ v prep
see through' v adv
see through?® v prep
see to

see up

see with

seek after

seek for



Order of definitions

If a verbal combination has more than one
meaning, then each meaning is given a separate
numbered sense. The senses are shown by large
numbers, in this order:

1. Ordinary meanings

2. Idiomatic meanings, marked with a star *
3. Fixed idioms in which the phrasal verb is used.

For example, the entry for get down to is listed:

get down to v adv prep
1 to (cause to) descend to (a lower level):
The cat has climbed the tree, and can't get
down to the ground.

(ordinary meaning)

*2 to begin to give serious attention to
(something such as work): / really must get
down to my studies.

(idiomatic meaning)

3 get down to brass tacks to talk about facts
or practical matters: All this talk is
interesting, but let’s get down to brass tacks
and see if the plan will really work.
(idiom formed from phrasal verb)

So, to find the meaning of a phrasal verb, look
first for the main verb, and when you have found
the main verb look down the page until you come
to the expression you are looking for. If the
phrasal verb is listed more than once, decide if the
expression you want is v adv or v prep. Look
through the different numbered meanings to see
which is the right one.

Defining vocabulary

All the definitions are written using a defining
vocabulary of 2,000 words. The list of words can
be found in the Longman Dictionary of
Contemporary English.

Examples

The definition is followed by one or more
examples, many of which are taken from
newspapers and books. The examples help you to
understand the meaning of the expression; they
are also important because they can give
information on how the expression is used. For
example, abstain from is defined as “to keep
oneself from (doing something)”, and has the
example:

The leaders asked their workers to abstain
_ from voting.

From this we learn that a typical use of abstain
from is when we are talking about elections and
voting. If you are not sure how to use the
expression you have found, it is a good idea to
follow the example as much as possible.

Related words

There is often a noun or adjective which is
formed from the phrasal verb. These related
forms are listed at the end of the entry. Usually.
the related form is not difficult to understand
because it looks very similar to the phrasal verb.
Make up, for example, has the related noun
make-up; and from the expression wash up we
can talk about the washing-up. The related form
is shown like this:

*wash up v adv
1 to clean (dishes etc) with water: How
many plates are there to wash up? —
washing-up n

Note, however, that sometimes the related noun
or adjective cannot be used for all the meanings
of the expression. An example is at break out:

break out v adv

| -

*2 to begin, usually suddenly: War broke out
in 1939. — outbreak 1

*3 to escape from: Three men broke out of
prison yesterday. — breakout n

This means that for sense (2) we can use the noun
outbreak:

The outbreak of the war was in 1939.
But for sense (3), we must use breakout:

Three men escaped from the prison in a
breakout yesterday.

When and where the phrasal verbs
are used

When an expression is not in general use, a note is
included before the definition. Thus, go below is
shown like this:

*go below v adv
naut to go downstairs on a ship or a boat

Here naur means “nautical; used about ships and

sailors”. A list of these notes (“*Short forms used

in this dictionary”) can be found at the front of

the book. There are four main types of these

notes:

(a) notes that tell you where an expression is
used. They are shown like this:

*goof off v adv
AmE to spend time lazily .

This means that *goof off is used mostly in
American English and may not always be
understood by people in Britain.

(b) notes that tell you that an expression is only
used in certain professions. Examples of
these include naur (nautical) and mil
(military).



(c) notesthattell you the attitude of the speaker,
such as hurnor (humorous, making people
laugh) and derog (derogatory, showing
dislike or lack of respect).

(d) notes on the level of use of the expression.

Most of the entries in the dictionary are
unmarked, that is, they can be used in any
situation. If there is a note such as fm/ (formal) or
infml (informal) before the definition, then the
expression should not be used generally. For
example, the entry for lam into reads:

*lam into v prep
sl to attack violently, with blows or words

Here s/ tells you that the expression is “‘slang;
thought to be incorrect by many people”, and you
should not use it at an interview, or when writing
a formal letier.

Alternatives

Where different forms can be used without
changing the meaning of the expression, they are
listed like this:

sit on/upon v prep

These alternative forms are also found with some
idioms. For example, the entry at make for
includes:

make a bolt/dash for to try to escape
towards (something)

Thus, we can say either “The prisoner made a
bolt for the open door”, or *“The prisoner made a
dash for the open door”’; the meaning is the same.

Cross-references

The dictionary also shows where there are other
expressions with related or opposite meanings.
For example:

*book in v adv
1 to (cause to) report one’s arrival, asata
hotel, airport, etc. — book out (1), check in
(2), check out (2)

Check in can be used with the same meaning as
book in; check out and book out are used when
talking about somebody leaving a hotel or
airport. Cross-references can be used to help you
find a word you are not sure of. For example, if
you know the expression come in but you do not
know how to say “‘to make somebody come in”’,
then you will find at the entry for come in an
expression you can use: bring in, take in, or wheel
in.

How phrasal verbs are used

Phrasal verbs cause problems for the student not
only because of their meaning, which cannot
always be guessed from the meaning of the verb,

but also because of their grammar. Sometimes )
the’parts of the phrasal verbs can be separated.
We can say, for example,

The soldiers blew up the bridge. (a)
The soldiers blew the bridge up. (b)

Some phrasal verbs are always used as in (a), such
as leave off in “‘He left off working”’. Qthers must
always be used as in (b) as with keep open in: ’She
kept the door open”. Blow up is an example of a
phrasal verb where you can use either (a) or (b).
Information about word order is given by the

grammar code.

Grammatical Information

Every entry includes a grammar code before the
examples.r%'he codes are taken from the
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English,
and consist of a letter (D, I, L, T, V, or X)
followed by a number ( to 9). The letters show
the type of verb, and the numbers show what
comes after the verb. Phrasal verbs (those with a
*sign) are single units of meaning, and the
grammar code explains the grammar of the
complete expression. Verbal combinations
(which are not idiomatic) have a grammar code
for the main verb alone. The entry for hold up,
then, is:
hold up v adv

1 to raise (something): [X9 + uP] Hold up

your right hand and repeat these words after

me.

2.,

*3 to stop (a vehicle) by force in order to rob
it: [T1] The criminals held up the train and
took all the passengers’ money.

Thus, hold up(1) is a verbal combination. “X”
means it is transitive, and “9”” means it is followed
by an object and a complement. Hold up(3) is a
phrasal verb; “T” means it is transitive, and “1”
means it is followed by a noun or pronoun. The
grammar codes are shown in full at the front of
the dictionary.

Many expressions can be used either with or
without an object. They have a definition like
this:

*blow up v adv
6 to (cause to) explode; destroy

and an example is given for both the transitive
and intransitive use: ;

[T1] The soldiers blew up

the enemy bridge. (transitive)
[19] A chemical factory
blew up in the North of
England. (intransitive)

When these expressions have a pronoun object,
the pronoun comes. directly after the verb, as in
*“The soldiers reached the bridge and blew it up.”



Grammar codes for the phrasal verbs

[D 1] a transitive verb with two objects: a direct noun object and a noun
* indirect object:
*help to v prep
to serve (someone or oneself) with (something
such as food): [D1]

Can I§ helpi you
v obj

*put down to v adv prep
to consider (something) to be the result of
(something else): [D1]

1% put hu'badlempe downg to hu recent zllness
v obj adv EEREE obj 2

[D 5] a transitive verb with two objects: a direct object and a noun indirect
object. The direct object is a clause beginning with thar:

represent to v prep
*3 to express (an idea) to (someone) [D5]

repmenxd to tlwt it would be dangerous to do whal he :uggeszed
prep obJ * 1 R e

NOTE: [D5] verbs are not used in the passive.

[D6] a transitive verb with two objects: a direct object and a noun indirect
object. The direct object is a clause beginning with awh- word, how, or
as if:
dictate to v prep
*3 to enforce (something over which one has
power) on (someone): [D6]

The government tries to dicme to %peoplek how they sllould spend tlmr money
R T e N prep? obj iwh-clause L S RS o

*bring home to v adv prep
2 to persuade (someone) to believe (some-
thing): [D6]

You must brmg home John% where the dtﬂiculry lles
prep obj k wh-clause & S

NOTE: [D6] verbs are not common in the passive.




[Iﬂ] an intransitive verb. It need not be followed by anything:

break down v adv
*3 (of machinery) to stop working; fail to work:
(19]

The car - broke ' down _on the way to lhe alrport and I had to gel a laxl

i adv 3% il RN
lie low v adj
*3infml to hide, esp. to escape from the police:

[19]

You'd better lie ' low here for a few days until the police have smpped Iooku'lg
TanaL v Gad) R e «z}i‘éﬁ!? P 4

[13] an intransitive verb followed by a verb in the to-form (infinitive):

*set out v adv
3 to intend (to do somcthing): [13]

I et aul L to malce the dress by myulf
cETReatas Rt
*lower oneself v pron

v adv lo-v FEE
to behave unworthily: [I3]

I hope you wouldnt Iower yoursclf" to chea:’ in the examination.
% 3 =3 - pron L to-v : wﬁc@ i

[14] an intransitive verb, followed by the -ing form of a verb:

go on v adv
# *5 to continue (doing something) esp. after
interruption: [I4]

He went | on Jutang " the boy although 1 10ld_him 1o siop.
‘jév ;adv v-ing %5"' £ : :

[I 5] an intransitive verb, followed by a clause beginning with that:

look out v adv
*2 infml to take care; be watchful: [I5]

Lookﬁ out g that you don’t catch cold
v g adv | that-clause &




[16]

an intransitive verb, followed by a clause beginning with a wh-word,
how, or as if:

*mind out v adv
1 not fml to take care; be watchful; move out of
the way: [I6]
ind - out wherc you're walkmg, the ground is muddy
Eadv § wh-clause i

[Ll] a linking verb with a noun complement that refers to the subject:

*act @8 v prep

to fulfil the purpose of (something): [L1]

o4

A trained dog can Yiact f gwde&m a blmd person
prep: 2

NOTE: [L1] verbs are not used in the passive.

[L4]

a lmhn-g verb with a complement that refers to the subject. The
complement is a verb in the -ing form:

*end up v adv

2 to finish by (doing somethmg) [L4]

yo could}cnd% up §humng b

v adv gv-mg

Be careful, yourself

*come across as v adv prep
to seem to be (judging by behaviour): [L4]

He gcome E across : as ?fbeing Fre

“prep § ving

NOTE: [IA] verbs are not used in the passive.

[L7]

a linking verb with a complement that refers to the subject. The
complement is an adjective:

come In v adv
*11 to serve a purpose: [L7]

NOTE: [L7] verbs are not used in the passive.

[LI]

a linking verb with a complement that refers to the subject. The
complement is an adverbial:
*end up v adv

3 not fml to arrive at or in (a place), esp. after

time or events: [L9]

He'llzend iup ‘in prison :f he goes on behavmg Ilke lhat
eEHy  Sadyi adverbwl g ’ s

“ NOTE: [L9] verbs are not used in the passive.




[Tl a transitive verb with a noun direct object:

*blow up v adv
6 to destroy (something or someone) by or as if
by explosion: [T1]

They :blew% up % the bridge. or They gblew {the bridge gup
v ‘adv ¢ obj 4 ERsaEy j ad
Pt

¥
They 5 blew % it | up.
;ﬁ;ﬁ‘é v pron i adv

*depend on v prep

to trust; be sure of (someone or something):
[T1)

1 depended on the map.
I depended - on it
v prep obj

*get round to v adv prep
to find time for (something), esp. after delay:

[T1]
The committee will - get  round 2—:0 your suggestion i after they've dealt
e s o voocadv Cprep ! obj
with urgent business. They'll soon ; get growld 0 it.
X e ‘adv L prep obj

[Tl a] a transitive verb with a noun direct object. The adverb always comes
just after the verb:

*give off v adv
to send out (something, esp. a liquid, gas, or
smell): [T1a)

LB - ]
Boiling water ;, gives  off | steam.

; mv + adv - obj .

[T 1 b] a transitive verb with a noun direct object. The adverb or adjective is
always separated from the verb:

*let through v adv
to allow (something or someone) to pass: [T1b]

v

Thgg letgi: glhrough.
bt

'.obj%adv ]




keep open v adj
*3to save (a job) for someone, esp. during a time

away: [T1b]

[T4] a transitive verb with a direct object. The object is a verb in the -ing
form:

*give up v adv
1 to stop doing or having (something): [T4]

The doctor told Jim to | give: up %smoking.
SRS adv lv-ing

I “gave :smoking up vuyemrs ago.
ving  joiv SRS

lead to v prep
*4 to be the cause of (somethmg or doing

lometlmg) [T4]

Irs slee mg late in the morrung lhat %leads _ 10 missing ‘ the bus.
.mﬁv wprep v-ing . L

e ¥

*get round to v adv prep
to find time for (doing something), esp. after
delay: [T4]

After a long delay, he got " round :. to  writing the letter.
sy »;év “adv ‘gprep . v-ing

[T4 a] .a transitive verb with a direct object. The object is a verb in the -ing
form. The adverb always comes just after the verb:

leave off v adv
*2 to stop (doing something); cease: [T4a]

E ofj" 3 raining Esaon’

éadv v-mg m

[T 5] a transitive verb with a direct object. The object is a clause beginning
with that:
*point out v adv
to show; explain; draw attention to (something
or someone): [T5]



poml § out !hat it is gcu‘ulg very late.
Sy, Ladv “that-clause [ T8 T

NOTE: [TS5] verbs are not common in the passive. *

[T6] a transitive verb with a direct object. The object is a clause beginning
with a wh-word, how, or as if:

*figure out v adv
2 to understand (something or someone) with
difficulty: [ T6]

No one can ' figure out how the fire started.
v adv - wh-clause S5l

NOTE: [T6] verbs are not common in the passive.

[ V3] a transitive verb with a noun direct object and verb in the to-form
(infinitive): .
lead on v adv

*3 to influence (someone) (to do something
bad): [V3]

The bay claimed that his criminal compamons had " led * him - “on §to steal
3 VRS S iy '-“ob]gadv?.’to- “’r

R - |

the jewels.

*pick on v prep
2 to choose (someone) for a purpose, often
unpleasant: [V3]

The examiners can pick on any student -to answer "quesnons
v prep  obj “to-v @
N

*keep on at v adv prep
to repeatedly ask (someone) (to do some-
thing): [V3]

She kept on at me to buy her a new coat, wml in the end I agreed
v adv _prep obj to-v .. il E % -ﬁ:a. :

[v4a] a transitive verb with a noun direct object and a verb in the -ing form.
The preposition comes just after the verb:

*result in v prep
to have (something) as a result; end in
(something): [V4a]

The quarrel resulted in  his mother leaving - the house.
v prep obj v-ing




[V 4b] a transitive verb with a noun direct object and a verb in the -ing form.

The preposition or adverb is always separated from the verb:

keep from v prep
*2 to prevent or delay (someone or something)
from (something or doing something): [V4b]

‘
Don’t let me {keep 3 you : from § going ‘out.
v obj iprep §v-ing ;_:‘;f

“put up to v adv prep

1. to encourage; give (someone) the idea of
(doing something, usu. wrong): [V4b]

I thmk I know wha gpwilum up ito 3"cheaa’nig.
el T % 'y [ obj adv §prep [v-ing %

[X1]

atransitive verb with a noun direct object and a noun complement that
refers to the object:

*regard as v prep

to consider (someone or something) to be
(something): [X1]

They gregard Ghim ' as ?their enemy.
v obj :prep n g

[X7]

a transitive verb with a noun direct object and a complement that
refers to the object. The complement is an adjective:

*regard as v prep

to consider (someone or something) to be
(something): [X7]

Why do_you Uregard " him as | foolish?
SRS iob) Sprep {adj

[X9]

a transitive verb with a noun direct object and a complement that
refers to the object. The complement is an adverbial:
*fit up v adv
1 to supply (something or someone) with
necessary things: [X9]

The bedroom can beiﬁaed?up §as an office.
: S vk 14 a5adv ﬁadverbull




A

*abandon to v prep
to give (something, someone, or oneself)
completely to (something, such as a fecling or
condition, or someone), often with a loss of
effort or hope: [D1] After her mother died,
she abandoned herself 1o grief. The affairs of
the nation have been abandoned to dishonest
politicians.
abase oneself v pron
1 fml to make oneself humble: [T1 + one-
self] In former times, priests used to abase
themselves before the gods.
2 to lower oneself morally: [T1 + oneself]
You have abased yourself by stealing from a
poor old man.
abbreviate to v prep
o shorten (usu. a word) to (a shorter form):
[Tl + to (often pass.)] December is usually
abbreviated to Dec.
abet in v prep
to help (someone) in (usu. wrongdoing): [T1
+ in] The jewel thieves were abetted in the rob-
bery by some of the servants at the great
house.
abide at v prep — ABIDE IN
*abide by v prep
1 to be faithful to; obey (laws, agreements,
etc.): [T1] If you join the club, you must
abide by its rules. — comply with, conform to
2 to accept (something): [T1 (no pass.)] You
must abide by the results of your mistakes.
abide in v prep also abide at
old use to live or stay in (a place): [L9 +
inlat) The king went to visit his daughter and
abode in her palace for ten days.
abide with v prep
old use to stay with (usu. someone): [L9 +
with] ""Abide with me; fast falls the eventide;
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide.”
(Henry Francis Lyte, religious song)
abound in v prep
1 to exist in quantity in (somewhere): [L9 +
in (simple tenses)] Good fish abound in the
North Sea. — teem In
*2 to be full of (something): [Tl (no pass.,
simple tenses)] The book abounds in printing
mistakes. The North Sea abounds in good fish.
— abound with, swarm with, teem with (1)
*abound with v prep — abound in (2), swarm
with, teem with (1)
to be full of (something): [T1 (no pass.)] The
book abounds with printing mistakes.
abscond from v prep
1 fml to go away from (a place) suddenly and
secretly, esp. because one has done some-
thing wrong: [I8 + from] The boy had
absconded from his school.

*2 to avoid (a duty) by leaving: [T1] You can-
not abscond from your responsibilities.

abscond with v prep — elope with, go
away (4), go away with (2), go off'(10), go off
with (2), run away with (5), waltz off with (2)
fml to go away secretly taking (something or
someone) without permission; steal (some-
thing): [1@ + with] The young writer
absconded with his teacher’s wife. The thief
absconded with all the jewellery.

absent from v prep
fml to keep (oneself) away from (something)
on purpose: [Tl + from (no pass.)] If you
absent yourself from more than iwo practices,
you will be asked to leave.

absolve from v prep
fml to declare (someone) free from (guilt,
blame, a duty, etc.): [T1 + from (usw. simple
tenses)) State education does not absolve a par-
ent from his responsibilities to his child.

absorb in v prep — drown in (3), engross in, im-
merse in (2), immure in (2), soak in* (2), steep in
(2) submerge in (2), wrap up in (3)

be absorbed in to give all one’s attention to

(something or doing something): The writer
was so absorbed in her work that she did not
heqr her visitor enter the room. Time passes
quickly when you are absorbed in reading a
good book.

absorb into v prep
1 to make (a substance) melt into or become
part of (something such as (part of) the
body): [T1 + into (often pass. )] Certain chemicals
are easily absorbed into the bloodstream, while
others are not.
2 to make (someone or something) gradually
become part of (a.larger group): [T1 + into
(usu. pass.)] People of many different national-
ities have, over the years, been absorbed into
the population of the city. Most little shops
have been absorbed into big businesses.
— assimilate into (1)

abstain from v prep — forbear from (2).
refrain from (2)
to prevent oneself from (doing something);
avoid (something or doing something) by
choice, but often with an effort: [If + from]
His family have always abstained from drink.
The leaders asked their workers to abstain
from voting.

abstract from v prep
1 to take (something) out of (something);
separate; reduce: [T1 + from (often pass.)]
The article was abstracted from a longer book.
Scientists can abstract precious medicines from
ordinary substances.
2 euph. to steal (something) from (something



