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A Brief Introduction

Zheng Xie,styled Bangiao, was a great thinker as well as a
poet , painter, and calligrapher in early Qing Dynasty. The book
depicts a panorama of Zheng Banqiao’ s family background, life
and unique artistic achievements. In the mean time it elaborates
on his precept of “keeping a firm resolution to achieve originali-
ty” and“ Where ignorance is bliss,it’ s folly to be wise”. It ex-
pounds his philosophical idea of the equality and harmony be-
tween nature and man. It explicates his thinking of “all my fellow
countrymen are men and brothers” —a rudimentary humanistic
ideology in the modern history. It shows his respect for commerce
and mutual promotion of art and commerce. Also addressed are his
unique artistic achievements, his innate abilities to define artistic

creation and his profound influence on later generations.
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A CRITICAL
BIOGRAPHY OF
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