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Abstract

Annual Report on Literature Development of Shanghai (2016) makes a
review , summary and analysis on literary development of Shanghai in recent
years and in 2015, so as to call more attention to and reflection on
important phenomena and theoretical issues in the development of city
literature in China.

New works of Shanghai writers sprang up in 2015, among which the
long novel Anonymity of Wang Anyi’s stands out a representative one. In
exploration of the complicated spiritual world, writers show their pursuit in
the try and efforts to integrate and innovate different styles, as it is seen in
works by Cai Jun, Wang Ruoxu and many others. The various narrations
of people and life in Shanghai of those youth writers like Zhang Yiwei,
Qian Jianan embody the diversity of the city and the city writing.

In 2015, Blossoms and other long novels won the Mao Dun Prize in
Literature. The success of it is not only seen in its creation in the language
use and form wildly concerned about , but also in bringing about a new
experience type in modern city life of historical continuity, a new way to
imagine and unlock Shanghai. All the time the important reason why
modern city literature is criticized is its lack of historical sense and the
thickness of life. However, as one of the main genres of literature, city
writing is better accepted with increased participation of writers of different
generations and social background. Careful combing of those novels on city
life published in the journals of Shanghai in 2015 indicates that more rich
and diverse city experience and social life space are expanded, and more

constructive efforts towards historical dimension and the spiritual world are
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coming up.

In response to new tendency of city literature research, Institute of
Literature, Shanghai Academy of Social Sciences founded the Forum of
“ City Literature and Culture” and held a seminar in 2015, with
“ Imagination, Memory and the urban civilization” as its theme. Through
analysis of films, magazines, poetry and other texts researchers uncovered
the function of imagination, representation, narration and discourse in
reshaping the real city, and illustrated the complicated and constructive
relationship between city in literature and the real one. And they were
interested in “Sinan Reading Society ”, a special form of urban culture.

From the research perspective of “Literature City” , with Shanghai as
an example, it is worth exploring the imagination of poetic culture of
Jiangnan in Chinese city writing. This imagination shows a sense of
belonging to and aesthetic recognition of historical tradition in this type of
writing. Studying the creation of images and inheritance of poetic culture of
Jiangnan in Chinese city writing may go beyond the limitation of modern
thinking of urban landscape , and excavate the root of Chinese city
imagination in depth of history.

Shanghai is the center of city literature since modern times while
literature in Shenzhen develops together with this city. Attention goes to
the advocacy of “new city literature” in Shenzhen in recent years, which
puts special emphasis on the attention to and expression of a “new” urban
survival experience. In its representative works, the difficulty in social
transformation from countryside to city can be truly experienced in reading.
Besides, readers and researchers also experience the pain and anxiety in
conversion of identity and consciousness.

City literature research is also facing with the crisis of theory at
present. This research is more motivated by the acceleration of the
urbanization than the thinking of present literature creation. Especially, it is
necessary to rethink the dominance of western modern theory and promote
the establishment of the Chinese theory.
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