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TR T Warming Up

1 ® Searching the issue

@ Activity 1
(Open)

o

At the first Earth Day 39 years ago, 20 million Americans stood up to protect human health and

Hello, I'm Lisa Jackson, Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency.

the environment.

It was a time when many American cities were blanketed with dangerous pollution and smog ... A
time when in many communities, local waterways were too polluted for swimming, fishing or

drinking ...

That first Earth Day grew into a movement that reached millions more, and built a better future
for all of us.

We've helped clear harmful toxins from our air, our water, and land.

And what started with those 20 million Americans almost four decades ago will engage more
than a billion people this Earth Day, April 22nd.

People all around the world will join together to say that it is our job to protect and preserve our
planet and the people that live on it.

We’ve seen how far we can come if individuals take the initiative and get involved.

But we still have a long way to go ... to protect our most vulnerable communities, especially the
children that live in them ... to remove pollution and toxic chemicals from our air, water, and
land ... and to build a clean energy economy that creates new jobs, clears the air, and frees us from
our dependence on foreign oil.

A Greener Future lUniH



i That way; people 39 yea:rs from now wﬂl remember that this generanon helped to buzld a better
orfall ofus - L , o

¥ get there wﬁhout your help

v/ rthda to ﬁnd uut about events and volunteer opportumues in 1 your commumty

Celebrate;Earth Day thls year by makmg Apnl Earth Month Then thmk about stratchmg that
out mto an entire year.

0 I look forward to joining you. Thénk you very much.

@ Activity 2
(Open)
2 @ Presenting your understanding

@ Activity 1
(Open)

@ Activity 2
(Open)

Initializing the Project

3 O Sharing information

@ Activity 1
(Open)

@ Activity 2
(Open)

@ Activity 3
1. How do humans adversely affect the environment today?
2. What are the consequences of the burning of fossil fuels?
3. What impacts do emissions of carbon dioxide have on the environment?

4. Why does it matter if the Earth gets warmer and warmer?

— Unit1 | A Greener Future



@ Activity 4
(Open)

4 O Watching a video

@ Activity 1

1.

To raise people’s awareness of energy conservation and carbon reduction.

2. Because he thinks this can not only reduce waste but also help reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
3. It’s a personal mission that will never end.
4. It offers guidance for a low-carbon lifestyle.
5. Only certain groups of people might choose to live a low-carbon life.
@ Activity 2
1. environmental website
2. carbon offsets, including environment policies, tips on how to save energy, etc.
3. conservation organizations
4. 30 ways to save energy, why to save, what to eat, how to travel, and how to calculate savings
5. Check expiration dates
6. Try not to use paper cups, or select the smaller ones
7. 'Take public transportation to work
8. Use energy saving lights
9. Double print the paper
@ Activity 3
(Open)

g

Following the Copenhagen Conference, China set a target of cutting the nation’s carbon
intensity by 45 percent by 2020 compared with the level of 2005. Energy conservation and carbon
reduction has beéome a challenge for the government and its people. Starting today, CCTV begins
a special series called “My Low-carbon Life.” We profile the small activities that could create big
change in society. In our first episode, our reporter Han Bin finds out that low-carbon lifestyle has
become a trend among certain groups of people.

Checking expiration dates. Lin Hui always selects products with longer shelf life when he
shops. He says this is to reduce waste and ultimately reduce greenhouse gas emissions such as
carbon dioxide. ‘

He believes:consumer attitudes can change methods of production, and encourage people to live
a low-carbon lifestyle. ‘

A Greener Future | Unit 1



“Paper cups are made from cutting forests. We should try not to use them, or select the smaller
~ ones when We do. Because trees can absorb carbon dioxide and reduce greenhouse gas.”

 Back in his office, Lin Hui works for an environmental website he and his friends set up two
-~ years ago. It provides all kinds of information about carbon offsets, including environment policies,
~ tipson how to save energy and so on.

Lm Hul says promotmg a low-carbon lifestyle is (a) personal mission that will never end.

“When people talk about low-carbon life, they often think it’s the matter of entrepreneurs,
but they forget they themselves are the real engines of production. We should promote low-carbon
consumption.”

Professor Li Lin is also a champion of the low-carbon lifestyle.
Taking public transportation to work is part of her daily routine.

Li Lin works for the WWE, one of the world’s leading conservation organizations. She showed
us the promotional activities for encouraging a low-carbon lifestyle over the past years.

Her office uses energy saving lights, which are turned off when not needed. This has greatly
reduced electricity consumption. Li Lin says small actions like this can mean a lot in terms of carbon
reduction.

Another way is to double print the paper.

“If you save one ton of paper, you’ll save one ton of energy used for producing paper and pulp,
that will translate (into) about two and a half tons of CO, reduced.”

This booklet produced by WWF offers guidance for (a) low-carbon lifestyle. There are 30 ways
to save energy, and the booklet covers everything from why to save, what to eat, how to travel, and
how to calculate savings.

“All the efforts translated into saved nature, saved habitat for human as species, together with
other species, and we would avoid all the negative impacts of global warming.”

- Although there has been much talk about climate change in China, not everyone understands the
low-carbon lifestyle.

“Low-carbon?”
“I really don’t know.”
Policy makers should also play a role.

- For example, central heating is supplied by thermal power stations, the majority of offices use
non-adjustable heating system, which has lessened users’ willingness to save energy.

As global Warmin’g becomes a mounting challenge, low-carbon development is considered to
be the best way forward in the long term. Despite increasing efforts by the government to promote

the low-carbon hfestyles, it might continue to be just a trend within certain groups, and not for all
Chinese. Han Bin, CCTYV, Beijing.

m Unit 1 | A Greener Future



5 O Talking it over

(Open)

(T g [ -T-8 Exploring the Field

6 ® Trying your hand

(Open)
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7 O Reading carefully

(Open)

@ Activity 1

1. (Para. 1) By saying “Sustainability is no longer an elective”, Cornell president implies that students have
taken great initiative in Earth-protecting movement.

2. (Para. 2) Kalamazoo College’s winning of the 2008 champion of RecycleMania competition indicates that
recycling has been widely spread among college students.

3. (Para. 3) A green building features geothermal heating, organic gardens, bamboo flooring and ENERGY
STAR appliances.

4. (Paras. 4 & 5) They offer courses and scholarships to encourage students to study the environment.

5. (Para. 6) To put into practice what they have learned in courses and research projects.

@ Activity 2
The organization of the passage is based on a “general to specific” order, i.e. the author first introduces
the nationwide RecycleMania competition among colleges (Para. 2), followed by the introduction of green
buildings (Para. 3) and a variety of courses, research projects and scholarships (Paras. 4 & 5) at several

universities. In the last paragraph the author illustrates the popularity of environmentalism among college

m Unit1 | A Greener Future



Constructing the Project

8 @ Identifying research questions

students by citing one specific example of Maggie Stonecash and her fellow students. The structure of the

passage is constructed as follows:

Section Paragraph(s)
Introduction Para. 1
Competitions among colleges Para. 2
Zero-waste buildings on campuses Para. 3

Courses, majors and scholarships

Paras. 4 & 5

A case of sustainable farming

Para. 6

@ Activity 3

D
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)

16)

Kalamazoo College

launched a “dorm storm”
collected recyclables from public bins around campus
cut discarded books from bindings
a laboratory for green living

the U.S. Green Building Council
the sun

geothermal heating

organic gardens

bamboo flooring

ENERGY STAR appliances
engineering

atmospheric science

policy studies

history

$7 500

@ Activity 4
(Open)

(Open)

A Greener Future |Unit1



9 @ Reading for research

@ Activity 1
(Open)

@ Activity 2

l.

W o e N

Green Alert
4 sections

To raise people’s awareness of protecting nature

Rapid climate change may accelerate hunger, poverty and even social unrest.

1) Rapid climate change will threaten economic development.

2) Climate change will worsen food security.

3) Environmental stresses are likely to heighten social tensions.

4) A case in point: the world’s tropical rainforests
I p

@ Activity 3

Reasons for Advocating a Green Economy

Green Tips

#r Green-collar jobs could combat climate change.
Energy sources such as wind and solar do not
generate greenhouse gases.

7 Energy prices are going up, greenhouse gases
are going up, and the economy is going down.

#r The guaranteed market of renewable energy
means green tech start-ups grow faster and hire
more workers.

#r Green jobs can revitalize whole communities.

7 The resulting green economy can generate a lot
of good jobs at a far greater scale than a pollution-

based economy.

#r Weatherizing homes and offices;

77 Installing solar panels;

¥ Retrofitting factories with energy-efficient tech-
nologies;

¥z Cutting down on the number of loads of laundry;

#r Recycling towels and linens in hotels;

“r Replacing vans / cars with earth friendlier natural
gas models;

v Buying “eco-approved” goods;

#r Having dinner in a “certified organic” restaurant;

#r Unplugging electric appliances.

10

® Blogging yourself

(Open)

11

O Exhibiting your designs

@ Activity 1
(Open)

m Unit 1 | A Greener Future




@ Activity 2
(Open)

@ Activity 3
(Open)

€ Activity 4
(Open)

12 ® Presenting your paper

(Open)

Background Information

1. Carbon footprint

Carbon footprint is a measure of the total amount of carbon dioxide (CO,) and methane (CH,)
emissions of a defined population, system or activity, considering all relevant sources, sinks and storage
within the spatial and temporal boundary of the population, system or activity of interest.

The concept name of the carbon footprint originates from ecological footprint, which estimates
the number of “earths” that would theoretically be required if everyone on the planet consumed
resources at the same level as the person calculating their ecological footprint. However, carbon
footprints are much more specific than ecological footprints since they measure direct emissions of

gasses that cause climate change into the atmosphere.

2. Copenhagen Conference

The 2009 United Nations Climate Change Conference, commonly known as the Copenhagen
Summit, was held at the Bella Center in Copenhagen, Denmark, between 7 and 18 December. The
conference included the 15th Conference of the Parties (COP 15) to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the 5th Meeting of the Parties (MOP 5) to the Kyoto .
Protocol.

The Copenhagen Accord was drafted by the United States, China, India, South Africa on 18
December, and judged a “meaningful agreement” by the United States government. It was “taken note
of,” but not “adopted,” in a debate of all the participating countries the next day, and it was not passed
unanimously. The document recogniied that climate change is one of the greatest challenges of the

present day and that actions should be taken to keep any temperature increases to below 2°C. The

A Greener Future |Unit1 _



document is not legally binding and does not contain any legally binding commitments for reducing
CO, emissions. Many countries and non-governmental organizations were opposed to this agreement,
but, throughout 2010, 138 countries had either formally signed on to agreement or signaled they

would.

3. Dust Bowl

The Dust Bowl, or the Dirty Thirties, was a period of severe dust storms causing major ecological
and agricultural damage to American and Canadian prairie lands in the 1930s, particularly in 1934 and
1936. The phenomenon was caused by severe drought combined with farming methods that did not
include crop rotation, fallow fields, cover crops, soil terracing and wind-breaking trees to prevent wind
erosion.

During the drought of the 1930s, without natural anchors to keep the soil in place, it dried, turned
to dust, and blew away with the prevailing winds. At times, the clouds blackened the sky, reaching
all the way to East Coast cities such as New York and Washington, D.C. Much of the soil ended
up deposited in the Atlantic Ocean, carried by prevailing winds. Millions of acres of farmland were

damaged, and hundreds of thousands of people were forced to leave their homes.

4. Earth Day

Earth Day is an annual day on which events are held worldwide to increase awareness and
appreciation of the Farth’s natural environment. Earth Day is planned for April 22 in all years at least
through 2015. The April 22 date was designated as International Mother Earth Day by a consensus
resolution adopted by the United Nations in 2009. Earth Day is now coordinated globally by the

Earth Day Network, and is celebrated in more than 192 countries every year.

5. G20

The Group of Twenty Finance Ministers and Central Bank Governors (also known as the G-20,
and Group of Twenty) is a group of finance ministers and central bank governors from 20 major
ecdnomies: 19 countries plus the European Union. The G20 heads of government or heads of state
have also periodically conferred at summits since their initial meeting in 2008.

‘The G20 was proposed by former Canadian Prime Minister Paul Martin as a forum for
cooperation and consultation on matters pertaining to the international financial system. The
group was formally inaugurated in September 1999, and held its first meeting in December 1999. It
studies, reviews, and promotes high-level discussion of policy issues pertaining to the promotion of
international ﬁr’i;cmcial'stability, and seeks to address issues that go beyond the responsibilities of any

one organization.
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