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At the Critical Moment

EWaRE, RERAEFER, A TWAEHE, %
WER, BELRZFETEH. XNREHE, B&,
Kie, BiE, EWEEL S

Rena, 23, had spent the evening with a friend
and the time had flown. As she peered at the dark,
rain slicked highway on her way to her home, her
cheer faded. I can hardly see! She worried. Just a few
miles more, she told herself.

But as her Firebird splashed through a puddle,
she felt the wheels lose their grip on the road and her
heart lurched. A utility pole in front of her car was
getting bigger and bigger. I'm headed straight for it!
Rena gasped as the car hurtled forward.

Crash! As the sound sent terror shooting
through her, Rena felt the force tear her from the
seat. Suddenly, she was on her back on the wet
pavement. She felt a searing pain in her abdomen.
I went through the windshield but I'm alive! She
realized.

Then she heard a sharp crack, looked up and
shuddered. The utility pole had broken in half
and was plunging toward her! Please, let it be over
quickly! She prayed, squeezing her eyes shut...

But there was only a ground shaking thud as the
pole landed three feet from her head. She heard an
angry hiss and forced herself to open her eyes. The

puddle n. K5 searing a. X9t

lurch v 5l —BE abdomen n. {5

utility n. 20 IS C AR, L windshield n. 345 AU
1% ) shudder v. 47 Wi

hurtle v. 5§ i squeeze v ] J14F Ik
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broken pole had torn down electrical wires and they
were dangling just inches away from her, trapping
her in between them!

An electric current... water... if those cables
touch me, I'm dead!

Less than a mile away, New York State highway
officer Juan Diaz saw a flash in the sky followed by
a loud crack. Lightning must have hit, he thought,
turning his cruiser around. Better check it out. A
few minutes later, he was staring at Rena’s crumpled
car. I've got to help this young woman! He thought as
he radioed for backup. I hope I'm not too late.

Are those footsteps? Rena thought, hope rising
as she lay there. Through the cocoon of wires, she
saw a blue uniform. “Please help me!” she cried
weakly. “Don’t move!” Diaz shouted, “I'm going to
get you out!” But how? He worried. One wrong move
and...

Suddenly, the base of the utility pole burst into
flames! Diaz looked up at the transformer atop
the pole and felt a chill of fear. He knew it carried
thousands of volts. When the fire reached it, it
would erupt in wild flames.

He thought of his wife and five-year-old son at
home. But I can’t leave her here, he thought.

In a flash he swallowed his fear and stepped
toward Rena. As he did, the powerful current stung
his feet. But he didn’t stop. “How badly are you
hurt?” he asked. “Can you move?”

Move? Rena thought, frozen with terror. “I
can’t!” she cried.

dangle v. 3 [ {2 5]) cocoon n. HARY
cruiser n. EEGE 4 transformer n. 25 JE 3%
crumpled a. {A75 1Y volt n. {KEF
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At that moment, one of the wires jumped,
leaving a three-foot opening in the cables around
Rena. Maybe I can drag her through there, Diaz
thought. It’s the only chance we have.

Dazed with fear, Rena watched as Diaz stepped
through the maze of wires. Cables hissed inches
from his feet—but, Diaz just kept on walking, four
steps, then five... finally he was by her side.

“Don’t worry,” he said gently, “We’ll make it.”
But the flames had nearly reached the transformer.
It’s going to blow any second! He thought.

“I have to turn you around to grab your feet,” he
told Rena.

Diaz grabbed Rena’s ankles, then dragged her
through the narrow opening in the tangle of wires.

“We're almost there,” he said over and over. The
sureness of his voice checked Rena's terror.

Suddenly, Diaz scooped her up in his arms
and ran 20 feet more, taking shelter behind the
patrol car. “We did it!” he shouted. Just then the
transformer exploded, engulfing the area in flames.
Shutting their eyes against the blinding light, both
realized: we didn’t have a second to spare.

“You saved my life.” Rena whispered with tears
in her eyes, “Thank you.”

Moments later. Rena was rushed to the hospital,
where she was treated for a broken collarbone and a
concussion, but she recovered in time to see officer
Diaz receive a police award for his bravery.

“I'm just glad I was able to help her.” he says.
But Rena is forever grateful to her hero in blue.

maze n. i[9 engulf v G A
tangle n. 2445045 —H concussion 7. IRE %

scoop v i
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