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Preface

“When the poet is affected at
seeing things, he has a boundless
connection in mind”. In this poetic

country of China, people will most
probably associate the whole nation's
the poets’
temperaments, intentions and their
works. Take Qu Yuan and Mao Zhedong

these two kinds of people as an example.

intention and spirit” from

Their poem not only shook the souls
of people from the same age, but also
embodied the Chinese nation's spirit.

The young photographer Liu Kuai,
who displays his talents for the first
chose the subject of
“Spirits  of Chinese Poetry.” After
having gone through all kinds of hardships,
difficulties and tribulations, Liu succeeded
in molding pictures for more than a

timey wisely

hundred of Chinese contemporary poets,
depicting their expressions and strength
of characters. In different aspects, he
brought to light the brands of time on
this generation of poets on account of
different hfe living
attitudes.

experiences and
These poets have been in
complacent and frustration, standing
aloof from or with worldly affairs, most
of them are enterprising and chanting
in a heroic but mournful tone. Some of
them are eager to realize their lofty
aspiration. Some are pondering and
alone. The author with his sober observa-
tion and learning of life scanned and
the diversified

of the same era. He named 1t as “spint”

concentrated intentions
which i1s appropriate and which 1s the
focusing of artistic thoughts. This has
not only the value for recogmtion of

reality and historical data, but also has
the documental value several years later.
Therefore, the publication of “Spirits of
Chinese Poetry” is firstly a challenge to
the mediocre photographic productions.
And furthermore, 1t 1s a pound to all
the superficial, artificial and Imited
literary works.

The author uses his own soul to
experience the objective world. creating
through accurate observation of charac-
ters' features and all-around considera-
tion. We should rather say that he has
understood the artisnc spint and pursued
the true meaning of art than we say that
he has

possesses a  surprising  artistic

a quickly-reacted mind. He
instinet,
sensation, judgement and quickness for
imagery thinking. Because of this, he
owns a brand—new creative idea and
thus makes him. in such a short time,
using his  peculiar
manifest the fixed features of the poets.
Before pushing down the shutter, he has
already solved the consequential problems
as dealing with light, shadow, colour,
composition, diaphragm speed and so on.
The artistic gift exploding acutely in a

comprehension,

moment 1s actually the accumulation of
his experiehce of life."Galloping along the
endless road, drinking from the never
drained source”. only this can the author's
talent spout in a flash. )

The sensitivity and comprehension
of light and figure, the contrast between
black and white colour, this results in
Liu's impression and understanding of
life, as well as the emotions’ blending
with those contemporary poets, not barely



depends on his artistic qualities."Poetic
spirit” is also his own soul, 1s his recogni-
tion and portrait of the modern society.
In this photographic collection, each lifelike
work is his understanding and admiration
with the poet. He goes all out for sellect-
ing the best angle, holding the fixed
essence of individual poet, thus he
presents a kind of spirtual cultural
quality of style, revealing the soul of
nation by penetrating the nner world
of each poet.

Before | promised to write this
preface [ knew nothing of Mr. Liu Kuai.
Moreover. before long | alluded that I'd
never write this kind of courtesy articles.
Yet after seeing his works, | couldn't
hold back my excitement. | was also
deeply touched after reading matenals
about his rough and frustrated life. | could
never restrain myself any more that | had
to wrte for him. Although we two are
in different social circumslances  we
are similar in life experience. However,
[ always regard my muserable childhood
as a kind of spintual wealth. It 1s this
that time and again encouraged me to
face the life and struggle. Therefore 1
infer that it is lhfe itself makes Liu
brilbant and strong. This strength later
involves into his artistic life. He becomes
mature, grasps the nature of art, having
a profound sight into the reality and
stives with his heart and soul to the
new creating practice. )

Zhou Shaohua
Oct.31,1990
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