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Abstract

Since 1911 revolution, the Republic Government launched new policies, a big developing
period began. In Shanghai, the metropolitan city in the East Asia, all enterprises flourished,
all kind of specialists were wanted, including those of arts. So as an enterprise, the relevant
art schools and art training squads rose like bamboo shoots after a spring rain, one of them
is Shanghai Art School run by Liu Haisu, which was the greatest influential private art school
and owned a long history in Shanghai of those days.

During the early decades of Republic China, Cai Yuanpei, as a Jinshi (the highest
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degree of literati in the official rank) and grand old man of Republic China, once was in
charge of the pedagogic administration in the government. He had great influence on the
circles of education and society. He tried his best to push forward his ideal of substituting
religion for aesthetics, took an active part in supporting art education. While Liu Haisu was
running Shanghai Art School with difficulty, Cai time and again gave his supports to it. Liu
and Cai own personal friendship, which had an active role on the development of Shanghai

Art School. This article focused on the history of this period.
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