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Preface

In the past three years, | have embarked on a
journey, a journey both unforgettable and also life
changing. This may seem exaggerated coming from a

high school student who has yet to experience life.

I was born in Boston, and am now a seventeen
year—old high school student living in New Jersey.
Because of my parents’ job changes, our family moved
to China when I was 7 years old and we stayed in

China for 7 years.

One day in second grade, mom brought me to a
charity event in a school for children of migrant workers

in the suburbs of Beijing: T-shirt Day, where we



decorated T -shirts with the students and celebrated
children’s day. On our way there, mom specifically told
me: "You're not going there to play, but to volunteer."
At that time, "volunteer" was a meaningless new word

in my vocabulary.

Since that day, 1 have begun on a path of helping
others. At first, most of my work was with Magic
Hospital ~ (www.magichospital.org), where we went to
places like orphanages, special service schools, workers
schools, and hospitals to bring fun and laughter to the
children over there. As a child, I realized for the first
time that not everyone lived carefree lives like me.
Many of my peers suffered from poverty and disabilities.
These experiences not only made me feel exceptionally
lucky, but also made me wonder what I would do for

those who are not.

On my fifteenth birthday, mom asked me: "Do you

want to be a teacher at PEACH Summer Camp?"

PEACH Foundation (www.peachfoundationusa.org)
was founded in 2001 by a Chinese American, Ms. Ruth

Zheng, in California. Its mission was to help students
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