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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Herman Melville was born on August 1, 1819, in New
York City. When he was only twelve years old, his fa-
ther died. Because his family was left penniless, young
Melville had to go to work. Melville’s first jobs included
working as a clerk in a bank, as a cabin boy on a ship travel-
ing to England, and as a teacher in an elementary school.

In January 1841, he joined the crew of a whaling ship called
the Acushnet. He sailed throughout the Pacific Ocean, then
returned to the United States to tell of his adventures. Soon,
he began writing stories based on his experience at sea. In
1847, Melville got married and settled in Massachusetts,
where he started writing Moby Dick.

Melville was a well-known writer for a while. But by the
time he died, on September 28, 1891, most people had for-
gotten his name. Now Melville is regarded as one of
America’s greatest writers, and Moby Dick is considered one
of America’s greatest works of literature.
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1

LEAVING THE LAND

My name is Ishmael. Some years ago, having no money
in my pocket, I went to sea. I thought that I would sail
around and see the watery part of the world.

Even now, whenever I feel as if it is a damp, drizzly Novem-
ber day inside of me, I think that it is high time to get to sea as
soon as I can. I long to be out there at the horizon' — that place
on the water where the sea seems to meet the sky. It is where
people on land lose sight of the sea. But the world does not end
at the horizon. For me, the horizon is where the world begins.

One morning I awoke with this restless feeling and went
out for a walk. I found myself wandering down to the sea. I sat
on the dock and dreamily stared out over the ocean. How I
love to stand on the deck and feel the warmth of the sun on my
back and the cool spray of a salty breeze tingle my cheek and
ruffle my hair. The best way to go to sea is as a sailor — with
water all around and a huge blue sky above.
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Sitting there, I looked at the boats that were tied to the
dock. The waves gently rocked the boats from side to side,
causing them to creak and groan, as if they were restless to
get back to the sea. It was then I decided to leave the land
and return to the sea.

Feeling free and happy, I returned to my room and stuffed
a shirt or two into my old suitcase. There was no time to lose
now. I had made up my mind.

Soon I was on my way. When I reached New Bedford it was
already dark, and I found I had missed the last boat to Nantucket.

I was hungry and tired, so I looked for a place to eat and
sleep. As I had only a few pieces of silver, I had to choose
one that was not too expensive.

After searching awhile, I came upon a place called the
Spouter Inn. It looked dark and shabby. But, being so tired, 1
was glad to find anyplace that offered something to eat and a
bed to sleep in.

“It is probably cheap,” I thought to myself. “I may as well
go in and see if there’s a place for me.”

As I pushed the door open I noticed the walls were cov-
ered with rusty old spears, called harpoons, used to kill
whales. Next to these were huge, old whale teeth that gleamed
in the dim light.
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