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Life Grows in the Soil

of Time
ARt el Ay T B A

fE&E =9 -

¥ 3 i « £ (Thomas Mann, 1875—1955) , #=E{E%x. 1875 £ T
BEEIAEHSNTH— PRk, 1924 FKE/N G (B HRKR, EHEHDIK.
20 42 30 FERY), O - EMBIAEHNEM, XRT PEEE (BE
BEBEARWEY (1930) . *AAAERAF G BENBHSIFEMT £ahmit.
B (hBEHER—R) FKigIURER,

What | believe, what | value most, is transitoriness'.

But is not transitoriness—the perishableness® of life—something very sad? No! It is the very
soul of existence. It imparts value, dignity, interest to life. Transitoriness creates time—and “time
is the essence.” Potentially at least, time is the supreme, most useful gift.

Time is related to—yes, identical with—everything creative and active, every process toward
a higher goal.

Without transitoriness, without beginning or end, birth or death, there is no time, either.
Timelessness—in the sense of time never ending, never beginning—is a stagnant’ nothing. It is
absolutely uninteresting.

Life is possessed by tremendous tenacity®. Even so its presence remains conditional, and as

53 1. transitoriness [trenztonnis] n. 45%. #8 3. stagnant ['swgnont] adj. EH FREKG SRAG

4 2. perishableness [penfobluis] n. FEH: Bt  ram




it had a beginning, so it will have an end. | believe that life, just
for this reason, is exceedingly enhanced in value, in charm.

One of the most important characteristics distinguishing
man from all other forms of nature is his knowledge of
transitoriness, of beginning and end, and therefore of the gift
of time.

In man transitory life attains its peak of animation, of soul
power, so to speak. This does not mean man alone would
have a soul. Soul quality pervades all beings. But man’s soul is most awake in his knowledge of
the interchangeability® of the term “existence” and “transitoriness”.

To man time is given like a piece of land, as it were, entrusted to him for faithful tilling; a
space in which to strive incessantly, achieve self-realization, more onward and upward. Yes, with
the aid of time, man becomes capable of wresting the immortal from the mortal.

Deep down, | believe—and deem such belief natural to every human soul—that in the
universe prime significance must be attributed to this earth of ours. Deep down | believe that
creation of the universe out of nothingness and of life out of inorganic® state ultimately aimed at
the creation of man. | believe that man is meant as a great experiment whose possible failure of
man’s own guilt would be paramount’ to the failure of creation itself.

Whether this belief be true or not, man would be well advised if he behaved as though it were.
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Walk Clean Around

the Hill

fEE &I

KB IR F. 44% (Darry Francis Zanuck, 1902—1979), £E{Ex. %l
Fi. BRESE EFXEHEEMNEEHEEVERKNALZ—, 2HE=
RBETFR.

Now that | can look back across the years from the so-called vantage' point of experience
in two World Wars, travel throughout a large part of the world, and contact with many of the
outstanding personalities of our time, it gives me a great deal of real reassurance” each day to
know that way down deep | learned some fundamental values when | was a boy in a small town
in Nebraska.

| have found one thing to be so very true—the virtues | learned as a boy are still fundamental
virtues. My point of view has changed, of course over the years, and so has that of my friends, but
so much of all this change of viewpoint is like a small boy gazing at’ a hill on the plains of Nebraska.

The hill remains the same. The small boy only sees it from another angle as he grows up.

ia 1. vantage ['ventds] n. 5, HFIHA : 3. gaze at F30: f: EB;
b23 2. reassurance [rio'fuorons] n. & BRIE 4. in existence F7&
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| have always tried to walk completely around every
hill | have found in existence® since, so that | could
get a view from every angle. This, | think, reveals the
difference between honesty and cynicism®. When
you see the hill from every angle, you have a much
better chance at keeping life in focus. When you only
see it from one angle you run the very great danger of
becoming cynical®.

Two of the fundamental virtues that have been such
a great comfort to me in my life, from the days of my
boyhood in Wahoo, Nebraska, until now are loyalty and

charity. There are other fundamentals | learned as a
boy, but principally loyalty and charity.

Loyalty is not only just a term—it has been a way of life for me. | mean not only loyalty to my
friends and family, but to the honest values on which our country was founded. And to me, this
guidepost’ of loyalty of necessity means loyalty to one’s own self.

When | was growing up, | rebelled against’ so many things, and fought against so many of
the basic ideas of life—but | found after so much rebellion and walking completely around that
hill on the Nebraska plains, in my mind’s eye, that these virtues had not been tested over the
centuries in vain®.

Charity is another rule that has been of great comfort to me in so many trying situations.
Charity is something you must learn. | have been very lucky in life because | have been in a
position to give charity, and one should never expect any other reward from charity that the
satisfaction it gives.

In taking part in any charity you must give from your heart. Any other type of giving is a
terrible cheat on life itself.

Charity and loyalty are two things that have touched my life very deeply. They have been a
source of tremendous satisfaction to me every day | have lived. This rule of loyalty has caused
me to check back on the course of my activities at the close of'° each day, to be sure | haven't
knowingly'' hurt anyone in my day’s activities.

| have tried to repair any hurts | have caused before the day’s end. This undoubtedly is very
selfish of me because | have learned that this rechecking of each day gives me a good night's
sleep.

In walking around the hill on the plain each day of my life, the virtues | see—whether | am in
London, Paris, Rome, Cairo, New York, Hollywood or Wahoo, Nebraska—are always the same.

| am grateful for those old-fashioned virtues that | learned as a boy in Nebraska. And | hope
| will have enough humility'” always to be thankful | was born in a country that gave me this

chance at life.

%d 5. cynicism [smisizom] n. YLK, YURESE: Bt EISE: !
24 M SR 7. guidepost ['gardpoust] n. BEHR, BRAE: FERRKE
6. cynical ['simikol] adj. TREERY; PRHHEREEY: ABIAY: 8. rebel against Z31; R




