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Abstract

Addressing the interactive principles of development among the vari-
ous kinds of art in the long course of human history, this book with about
600 thousand words and over 300 illustrations is a concise general history
of world art, including the introductions of major artists, artworks and ar-
tistic phenomena around the world. Discarding the single and flowing lin-
ear view of history, and breaking the fixed pattern in the traditional text-
books of art history, the author, from the perspectives of general art and
cultural geography, considers world art history as an interactive multicul-
tural system. Stressing the changes of the regional development of human
art centers closely related to the mainstream art of the times, he employs
the analytic-synthetic method as well as the theoretical-empirical one to
macroscopically outline and interpret the sequence of development of the

all-time world art.
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