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Preface to the Chinese Edition

The Planting Design Handbook was first published as long ago as 1992.
Sometimes I find this hard to believe because it is a book that has stayed very much
in the forefront of my mind in the decades since and had been the subject of many
stimulating discussions and debates with students, academics and practitioners
from around the world. It has undergone three revisions in that time each of which
has introduced some fresh aspect and treatment of the subject. This process has
kept me developing the ideas that originally inspired me, so in a sense it has been
over twenty years in the writing.

The basic material first appeared as a series of papers on the principles, process
and practice of planting design at the University of Sheffield, UK, where I lectured in
the 1990s. They were my response to what I saw as a lack of published material that
dealt properly with planting design in a structured and a design oriented way. | wanted
to fill this gap for my students and I'was keen to affirm the central role of planting in
landscape architecture. Too much teaching and literature treated it as little more than a
procedure for selecting materials, rather like picking a paver.

Given the rise in the number of training courses for landscape architects and
designers around the world, perhaps it is not that surprising that The Planting
Design Handbook has now arrived in a Chinese edition. Yet I was certainly
excited and flattered when I first learnt that translation into 2 number of languages
was underway. I am delighted that my research and work will now be of value
to students and professionals in those countries and I would like to take this
opportunity to express my sincerest gratitude to Associate Prof. Hao YIN who by
working so diligently on this translation have made this possible.

One of the great excitements of planting design is the diversity of species,
communities and ecologies with which the designer can work, and how these are
so expressive of place. So, to you who read this book in China, I say—get to know
and deeply appreciate the flora that characterises your region, both the indigenous
plants, and the garden and urban floras. Your country is blessed with a great
diversity of landscape and vegetation and its design potential is wonderful.

To readers in China I send greetings and encouragement. Make planting your art
and your local flora your medium.

Nick Robinson
February 2016
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