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Preface

Mr. Liang Sicheng (1901—1972) was a prominent figure in
China’s modern architecture field. He was a famous architectural
historian and architectural educator. In addition to having
trained a large number of talented architects, introducing modern
Western architecture and urban planning systems to China, he
was committed to the creation of a modern architectural system
for China based on Chinese architecture’s history and reality. At
the same time, he systematically introduced Chinese architectural
and artistic achievements to the Western world. After the mid-
20th century, his books and researches had become a crucial
link between Western society and Chinese architecture and art.
In 2000, to honor Mr. Liang’s contribution and significance to
the academic development of modern Chinese architecture, the
Ministry of Construction and the Architectural Society of China
established the Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize. This included
a fund in his name. The purpose of this prize is to recognize
and reward architects who have made significant achievements
and outstanding contributions to architectural design. Since
the founding of the Prize, 19 outstanding architects have been
honored with the award: Qi Kang, Mo Bozhi, Zhao Dongri,

Guan Zhaoye, Wei Dunshan, Zhang Jingiu, Wu Liangyong, He
Jingtang, Zhang Kaiji, Ma Guoxin, Peng Yigang, Cheng Taining,
Wang Xiaodong, Cui Kai, Chai Peiyi, Huang Xingyuan, Liu Li,
Huang Xigiu, and Meng Jianmin. In addition to their exceptional
contributions to Chinese architecture development, these
architects have inherited Liang’s architectural ideology.

From 2016 forward, the Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize
shall be open to the world. Outstanding international architects
and archite ctural scholars who have made significant contribution
to the world’s architecture will be honored. On this occasion, the
Architectural Society of China organized the publication of the
Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize so that the world’s architectural
community can gain a better understanding of this award, as
well as the artistic achievements made by previous Laureates. It
is hoped that the international promotion of the Liang Sicheng
Architecture Prize can further facilitate the architectural culture
exchange between China and the world, and contribute to
enhancing international architects’ prestige and stimulating

worldwide architectural development.
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Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize

Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize is organized by the
Architectural Society of China (ASC), and supported by Union
International des Architectes (UIA). It opens to the world and is an
international prize awarded to architects and architectural scholars.

Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize aims to stimulate the
architects’ and architectural scholars’ creative spirit, prosper
architectural creation, and to improve the levels of architectural
design, theoretical studies and architectural education. In 2000,
the Ministry of Construction (MOC) of the People’s Republic of
China and the Architectural Society of China (ASC) established
Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize, to honor and reward architects,
architectural theorists and architectural educators who have made
significant achievements and outstanding contributions in the
architectural field. In 2014, the Architectural Society of China became
the sole sponsor of Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize.

Liang Sicheng was a distinguished Chinese architect,
architectural historian and educator, a pioneer in historical research
in Chinese architecture, and the founder of China’s modern system
of architectural education. As a key figure in introducing Western
modern discipline of architecture and city planning system to China,
he tried to create China’s own system of architectural education
against local economic, cultural and technological backgrounds.
He was also a Chinese scholar who systematically presented the
achievements of Chinese architecture and art to the Western world.
Liang Sicheng took part in the formation of the Architectural
Society of China and served as Vice President of its first council. He
devoted to the promotion of academic exchange between Chinese

and international architects. As the representative appointed by

the Chinese government, he participated in important projects of
international cooperation such as the design for the United Nations
headquarters. Since the mid-20th century, Liang Sicheng’s works and
research results have become the main channel through which the
West learns about Chinese architecture and art.

Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize was highly recognized and
praised by the architectural field in China. It has greatly enhanced the
influence of the architecture industry and the visibility of practicing
architects. Since 2016, Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize opens to the
entire world, to be given biennially to two winners. The winners will
receive a certificate and a medal from the Architectural Society of
China, together with a prize of RMB 100,000.

The candidates for Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize should
be committed to promoting the inheritance and innovation of
architectural culture, and have important impact on the development
of architectural culture. Their works of architectural design are
widely accepted by international architectural professionals, have
good social, economic and environmental benefits; their academic
achievements have made outstanding contributions to architectural
studies and architectural education.

Nominations for Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize combine
expert nominations and those from the Nominating Committee.
The Nominating Committee votes to determine the shortlisted
candidates. The Jury then selects the winners. The selection result
is announced on the official website of the Architectural Society
of China and related domestic and international media within one

month after the selection.
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Selection Methods of Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize

[ . In 2000, with the approval of the State Council of the People’s
Republic of China, the Ministry of Construction (MOC) of the
People’s Republic of China together with the Architectural Society
of China established Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize in order to
stimulate the architects’ creative spirit, prosper architectural creation,
and to improve the levels of architectural design, architectural
theories and architectural education. Named after Liang Sicheng,
renowned architect and educator of Modern China, the prize honors
and rewards architects who have made significant contributions and
outstanding achievements in architectural creation. In 2014, the
Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development (MOHURD)
handed over the sponsorship of Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize
to the Architectural Society of China. Since 2016, with the support
from the International Union of Architects (UIA), Liang Sicheng
Architecture Prize is open to the world.

II. Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize is organized by the Architectural
Society of China, open to the world and aims to lead international
architectural design and academic development. It is the highest
honor awarded to architects and architectural scholars. The prize is
given biennially to two winners. The winners receive a certificate and
a medal from the Architectural Society of China, together with a prize
of RMB 100,000 presented by the Liang Sicheng Fund.

[I. Candidates for Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize are expected to
meet the following criteria:

1. They are committed to promoting the inheritance and
innovation of architectural culture, and have important impact on the
development of architectural culture;

2. Their works of architectural design are widely accepted by
international architectural professionals, and have good social,

economic and environmental benefits;

3. Their academic achievements have made outstanding

contributions to architectural studies and architectural education.
[V. Nominations for the winners combine expert nominations and
recommendations from the Nominating Committee. The Nominating
Committee votes to determine the shortlisted candidates. The Jury
then selects the winners. The selection procedure is detailed as
follows:

1. In April of the selection year, the information will be
published as regards nomination acceptance on the official website of
the Architectural Society of China and related media. Internationally,
any person active in the field of architecture (except those who serve
on current Nominating Committee and jury) may become a nominee,
as long as that person meets the criteria stated in Termlll of the
Selection Methods.

2. The Nominating Committee of Liang Sicheng Architecture
Prize will make recommendations of architects and architectural
scholars who are not nominated however meet the criteria of Term
[I; the Nominating Committee then vote on all the recommended
nominees; the ones who receive recognition of at least one half of
the Nominating Committee members will be into the shortlist as the
candidates.

3. The Architectural Society of China will notify the candidates
in the shortlist to submit a set of materials including personal
profile and design works to the Jury (see Selection Rules for specific
contents).

4. The Architectural Society of China organizes the Jury meeting
to undertake overall deliberate evaluations on the shortlisted
candidates. The Jury votes by secret ballot by several rounds; each
round of the vote eliminates half of the remaining candidates until

the winner list is generated and the two winners are selected.

Xi



5.Candidates who do not win the prize may retain their
candidacy in the next award edition. Nominations can be carried over
for no more than three editions; those who fail to win the Prize after
three consecutive editions can be re-nominated after an interval of
two editions.
V. Nominating Committee and Jury Compositions

The Nominating Committee of Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize
is constituted of 9 to 13 renowned experts invited by the Architectural
Society of China in the field of architecture. The committee should
be widely representative as well as reflective of certain regional
character. Members of the Nominating Committee are not eligible to
be nominated for the prize.

The jury of Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize is constituted of
9 to 13 renowned experts in the field of architecture and related
professions who agree with the core value of the Prize, including a
representative from the International Union of Architects. Former
laureates shall be invited to serve on the next Jury, so as to better

carry on the core value conveyed by the prize. Those who are

Xxii

nominated by the Nominating Committee as a candidate are not
eligible to enter the current jury.

VI. The evaluation adheres to the principles of publicity, impartiality
and equity, insisting to fulfill its high standards and strict
requirements. Once the winners are selected and confirmed, the
result is published within one month after the selection.

VII. The winners of the Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize own the
copyrights of the materials of their works. The Architectural Society
of China has the right to freely use the materials for the publication
of the prize books, and for the prize promotions and marketing in
media and internet.

VIl. The award ceremony of Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize is held
in next year following the selection, at the annual convention of the
Architectural Society of China or other major events.

IX. The Architectural Society of China is responsible for the
interpretation of the Selection Methods.

X. The Selection Methods is effective as of 1st January 2016.
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Selection Rules of Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize

In accordance with the Selection Methods of Liang Sicheng
Architecture Prize (hereinafter referred to as the Selection Methods),
the selection rules are specified as follows:

I . Nomination and Candidates:

According to the Selection Methods, Nominations for Liang
Sicheng Architecture Prize combine expert nominations and
recommendations from the Nominating Committee. Internationally,
any person active in the field of architecture (except those who
serve on current Nominating Committee and jury of Liang Sicheng
Architecture Prize) may become a nominee for the prize, as long as
that person meets the criteria stated in Term Il of the Selection
Methods.

1. Expert nominations

Liang Sicheng Prize laureates, architects, academics, architecture
critics, institutes of architects, and architecture design organizations
may make nominations. To nominate, the following materials should
be submitted to the Architectural Society of China in either Chinese
or English:

(1) Aletter of recommendation signed by the nominator;

(2) A completed form of nominee’s information: including full
name in the native language and in English, date of birth, position
and title, contact information, one digital portrait photograph,
educational and professional experience, publications, awards
received, introduction of the nominee’s architectural ideas and design
experience; and 5 to 10 built projects, each with one photograph of
the built project, project name, location and completion date.

2. Shortlist of candidates determined by the Nominating
Committee

The Nominating Committee of Liang Sicheng Architecture Prize
review and vote via meetings (or E-mail and internet) on the list
of nominees, including expert nominated architects, architectural

scholars and additional recommendations of the Nomination

X1v

Committee who meet the criteria of TermIll. After the voting by the
entire Committee, the nominees who win more than half of votes will
be into the shortlist as the candidates.

3. Notification of the candidates

The Architectural Society of China will notify the candidates
to submit detailed personal and professional materials, for the final
selection by the jury.

4. Materials submission requirements

The shortlisted candidates are required to submit a more
detailed information form to the Architectural Society of China in
either Chinese or English: including name, place of birth, nationality,
date of birth, employer, profession and title, the digital portrait
photograph, academic degrees, professional experience, social and
professional engagement, awards received, published books and
articles, professional experience responds to the core value of the
Prize ( architectural ideas, academic studies, design reflections and
experience, in no more than 1,500 words); a portfolio: project list
in chronological order; each project filled in each form, introducing
project name, location, scale, time of completion, principal architects
and design team, project introduction; and 5 to 10 photographs or
drawings that can represent the design ideas of each built project.
II. Review Procedure

The Architectural Society of China organizes the jury members
to undertake overall deliberations on the shortlisted candidates and
vote by secret ballot. Each round eliminates half of the remaining
candidates to generate the winner list and ranking until two winners
are selected.
[II. Result Announcement

Selection result and jury list will be published on the official
website of the Architectural Society of China and related domestic and
international media platforms within one month after the selection is

completed.
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A Brief Introduction of Liang Sicheng

Liang Sicheng (1901—1972) was a prominent Chinese architect
and scholar, often known as the founder of the discipline of Chinese
architecture. He was a pioneer of cultural heritage conservation,
urban planning, landscape architecture and art history, as well as the
first Chinese scholar who introduced Chinese architectural art and
cultural achievements to the world stage.

The ancestral home of Liang was in Xinhui, Guangdong
province. His father, Liang Qichao, was one of the leading
ideologists of modern China. During 1915 to 1928, Liang studied
at Tsinghua University in Beijing, University of Pennsylvania and
Harvard Graduate School in America. When he returned to China
in 1928, Liang devoted himself to the education of architecture,
architectural design, urban planning, the study of architectural
history and cultural heritage protection. In 1947, Princeton
University awarded him an honorary doctoral degree. The following
year, he was elected as one of the first batch of academicians of
Academia Sinica. After the establishment of the People’s Republic of
China, Liang served successively as the vice-director of the Beijing
City Planning Commission, vice-president of the Architectural
Society of China, delegate to the National People’s Congress (NPC),
and standing committee member of the NPC and the Chinese
People’s Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC). In 1955, he was
elected as a member of the Chinese Academy of Sciences.

In September 1928, Liang established the Architecture
Department of Northeastern University. Basing its curriculum on
that of the University of Pennsylvania, it became one of the earliest
best practice examples of educational initiatives for architecture at a
modern Chinese university. Seventeen years later, in 1945, Liang sent
a letter to Mei Yiqi, the principal of Tsinghua University, suggesting to
model Tsinghua’s Department of Architecture on the Bauhaus system
established by the German modernist architect Walter Gropius in the
1930s. In the letter he said: “Attaching equal importance to design
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theory and practice will develop creative talents”.

Thus, the ensuing year, in 1946, Liang set up the Architecture
Department of Tsinghua University, which was renamed Construction
Department in 1949. He published “The School System and
Programme Draft Plan for the Construction Department (now known
as Architectural Engineering Department) of Tsinghua University”
in Wenhuibao in the same year. This draft was based on the general
concept of built environment to improve integration of the study of
architecture into other fields including regional, city and landscapes
planning at the macro level, as well as interior design and decorative
arts at the micro level. This was the first time the concept of urban
design was introduced to China, which showed Liang’s vision of
architecture as a broad humanistic discipline.

Liang Sicheng was also a grand master of Chinese architectural
history studies. Under his supervision, research work on Chinese
architectural history integrated methods from modern field
archaeology, philology and art history. It represented a modern
approach to academic research, while establishing a new position for
Chinese architecture as a distinct construction system in the world
of architecture. Qingshi yingzao zeli (Qing Structural Regulations),
completed by Liang in 1932, was the first book that utilized modern
research methods to clarify structural characteristics of traditional
Chinese architecture. Liang’s Investigation of the Guanyin Pavilion
and the Main Gate of Dulesi in Ji county was the first report written
by a Chinese author that employed modern scientific survey and
mapping methods. From 1930 to 1945, with members of the
Zhongguo Yingzao Xueshe (Society for the Study of Chinese
Architecture), he visited over 2,200 Chinese sites located in more
than 200 counties and 15 provinces. They discovered, identified
and mapped over 200 groups of traditional buildings, including
Anji Bridge in Zhao county, the Main Hall of Foguang Temple at

Mount Wutai, the structures of Dule Temple in Ji county, and



the Sakyamuni Pagoda of Fogong Temple in Ying county. His
field studies provide important documentation of China’s iconic
landmarks.

In the final stage of the Second Sino-Japanese War, Liang
completed his manuscript on the history of Chinese architecture in
Chinese and English based on his practical and theoretical studies.
The Chinese version, Zhongguo Jianzhu Shi (Chinese Architectural
History) was mimeographed in 1954 and officially published as
an offprint in 1998; the English version, Chinese Architecture: A
Pictorial History, was edited by Wilma Fairbank and published by
MIT Press in 1984. His books are milestones for the development of
the discipline of Chinese architectural history studies, meaning to
defeat the Eurocentric view prevailing in the early part of the 20th

century.

Liang also formulated ideas of Chinese cultural heritage
conservation and methods for ensuring their adoption on a
wide scale. In his field report about Dulesi, he introduced three
fundamental principles for propagating, legalizing, and supervising
the preservation of monuments. In his words, cultural relics should
be “preserved in their current state, which is the best means of
protecting traditional architecture. We should not restore them if
we are uncertain how to restore them”. In 1947, after co-hosting the
Chinese Art and Archaeology Meeting at Princeton University, Liang
together with the art historian Deng Yizhe and the archaeologist
Chen Mengjia proposed to establish a department, laboratory, and
museum of art history at Tsinghua University. Subsequently, the

Tsinghua University Cultural Relics Showroom was set up, precursor

to the present-day Tsinghua University Art Museum. Between 1948
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