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Preface

It has been 10 years since China Pavilion's first participation in the 10th

International Architecture Exhibition - La Biennale di Venezia in 2006.

It is a decade that has witnessed the rapid development of Chinese economy
with global attention, and how the contemporary Chinese architecture
overcame its own limitations and gained international fame. It is a decade
in which China transformed remarkably in all social sectors in the trends of
globalization and urbanization, and it is the fertile social soil nourished by
the changes that provides the premise of architectural practice and artistic
creation. Placed in such social and cultural context, contemporary Chinese
architecture is presenting proper dimensions and philosophy with unique
modality and enabling new development of contemporary architecture in

China and across the globe.

An overview of the curatorial themes of China Pavilion at the International
Architecture Exhibition - La Biennale di Veneziain the past decade - Tiles
Garden, Ordinary Architecture, Here for a Chinese Appointment, Originaire
and Mountains beyond Mountains - not only demonstrate the reflection and
response from each curator, but also present the Chinese social phenomena
and major cultural issues in the past decade from an architectural viewpoint.

Social issues such as tradition and modernity, urban and rural areas,
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generality and peculiarity are pondered over by Chinese architects, from
which the thoughts and practices generated are shaping the Chinese cultural

and social landscape.

Artistic director Alejandro Aravena of the 15th International Architecture
Exhibition - La Biennale di Venezia has defined Reporting from the Front
as the theme, aiming to focus on the relationship between architecture and
daily life, and returning to the track of serving the public. As the front line of
construction activities in Asia and even around the world, the architectural

phenomena in China have attracted global attention.

We are delighted to see that the theme of China Pavilion this year — Daily
Design, Daily Tao -proposes a natural and poetic approach to return to the
vanishing homeland, rediscovering the wisdom and ideal of life forgotten
in the daily construction and objects. We also believe that it is a great
opportunity for Chinese architects to share successful cases and address the
international architectural arena how they have been exploring in the global
context and reestablishing traditional values and lifestyle against the wave of

modernization.

China Arts and Entertainment Group
May 2016
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Daily Design, Daily Tao
Back to the Ignored Front

Qur nation’s dignity, welfare and equality are the original reasons for
modernization in the last hundred years. In China dealing with these issues is

the ignored front” of modernization.

Chinese architecture has been pioneering in the nation’s modernization
for the last three decades. However, developments generally focus only on
the new ‘futuristic’ frontier - 'spectacular’ buildings and cities are erected
one after another, seldom taking a glance at the things passed by - ancient

traditions and daily lives.

This exhibition is about things and designs that embodies the traditions of the

past and to have a lasting presence.

Our ancient Chinese concept of Tao is an active and holistic conception of
Nature. Tao can be roughly thought of as the flow of the Universe, or as some
essence or pattern behind the natural world that keeps the Universe balanced

and ordered.

Daily Design follows Daily Tao. It satisfies us in our daily lives not by
introducing a new future to replace the past, but by polishing the past and
integrating it into our daily lives. It doesn’t intervene, instead, it mediates
communities. It makes design accessible to the majority’s lives. It does not
believe that architecture has a bright future on our planet, unless we act

abstemiously and responsibly in the present.

Together, we would like to share our faith in ancient Chinese wisdom with the

rest of the world.

LIANG Jingyu
Curator of China Pavilion

15th International Architecture Exhibition la Biennale di Venezia
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