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Since the beginning of the 1980s, the visual artist and poet Lii De’an
has tried to reconcile the concrete appearance of visual language with
the abstract nature of sensory perception. At the same time, he has been
an important part of the development of Chinese contemporary poetry.
Li has always believed that poetic language itself is naturally endowed
with a visual aspect, and word and image themselves can communicate
meaning, as well as the artistry of poetry. Through rhythm and image,
language displays a mysterious tension and conflict—this seems to be
the question that Lii De’an in his dual capacity as artist and poet is most
concerned with. Though he works without fanfare, his work amounts to

an important blueprint for others engaged in similar practices.
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