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Preface

Linguistic economy and pragmatic strategy have long been the focuses in
pragmatics. Since George Kingsley Zipf made a first and definite introduction to
the Least Effort Principle in 1940, numerous scholars have approached linguistic
economy from different perspectives. Grammarians and rhetoricians, who hold
that omission is an important embodiment of linguistic economy, focus on the
functions and rhetorical features of omission. Structural linguists approach linguis-
tic economy through a close examination of internal language system. They sug-
gest that hierarchy and structural principles of language contribute to the genera-
tion of an infinite number of sentences through a combination of limited basic lin-
guistic units, which is an interesting phenomenon of linguistic economy. In other
words, linguistic economy is manifested in human beings’ practical language uses
as well as the structure of language system. Aiming at language uses, pragmati-
cians propose a series of pragmatic principles for facilitating efficient and effective
verbal communication, such as Cooperative Principle, Horn’s two principles and
Levinson’s three principles. Among these principles Relevance Theory posited by
Dan Sperber and Deirdre Wilson is worth mentioning. The principle of optimal
relevance and the ostensive-inferential communication model discuss the economy
of human beings’ speech acts by integrating pragmatics with cognition. Therefore,
it could be said that linguists’ discussion about linguistic economy has undergone a
whole development from grammar, pragmatics to cognition. In this process the
research focus of linguists has gradually shifted from linguistic forms to con-
sciousness behind speech acts.

Pragmatic strategy study could roughly date back to Speech Act theory in
1960s. The use of language is always strategic. The choice of strategies is embedded
in human beings’ verbal communication. The appropriate choice of pragmatic
strategies is crucial to successful verbal communication. All the discourse strategies

that could make verbal communication smoother, human beings’ communicative
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behaviors more in line with social norms, communicative intention more easy to
achieve are called pragmatic strategies. In language use, one of the issues worth
discussing is how to use relatively optimal ways to express meaning so as to pro-
mote the realization of communicative intention. The solution to this issue depends
on the complementary cooperation of pragmatics and rhetoric. Linguistic economy
is a common concern of pragmatics and rhetoric. Strategies for pragmatic economy,
which represents that the study of pragmatic strategies could borrow some ideas
from rhetoric, are possibly viewed as pragmatic rhetorical strategies.

Based on the generic features of scientific discourses and some related theories
of functional linguistics and pragmatics, the author proposes intentional network
of discourse meaning formation which works as the analytic framework of prag-
matically economic strategies. Communicative intentions disperse in a discourse.
Discourse meaning cannot be formed without communicative intentions of dis-
course producers. Discourse offers a space for the existence of communicative in-
tentions while the generating process of discourse meaning is the process of repre-
sentation, regeneration and development of communicative intentions. The mean-
ing of a discourse is truly attributed to the intentional network in its deep structure
activated by its surface structure. This network, as a hierarchic system of commu-
nicative intentions, centers on communicative intentions with meta-functional se-
mantics as the interface between communicative intentions and language expres-
sions. The network works as implicit knowledge of discourse and contributes to
the understanding and production of discourse meaning through accommodation
and spreading activation. The pragmatic economy of a discourse is in nature the
effective construction of intentional network. The analysis of strategies for prag-
matic economy is thus the deconstruction of all the potential strategies which could
efficiently and effectively construct an intentional network in a discourse. The
strategies fall into two kinds: implicit and explicit strategies. They are in essence
rhetorical and pragmatic. Their interaction contributes to the optimization of a
discourse. The explicit strategies include macro-structure strategy, information
manipulation strategy, themantic organization strategy and metapragmatic fram-

ing strategy. The implicit strategies consist of pragmatic inference, shift of infor-
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mation attribution, transitivity structure strategy and knowledge structure strategy.

This book draws a complete picture of strategies for pragmatic economy in
scientific articles, which will provide some theoretical and practical guidance for
the teaching and the study of scientific writing. The intentional network of dis-
course meaning formation is a great attempt in the combination of pragmatics,
discourse analysis and rhetoric.

Upon the completion of this book, I would like to express my heartfelt thanks
to all the people who have contributed to my book more or less directly. I am
grateful to Professor Yang Ruiying, who urges me to polish my manuscript until it
could be published. Sincere thanks go to the editors in the Science Press for their
purely-hearted help in the publication of my book. Last, but not the least, I am
greatly indebted to my thoughtful husband Zhang Jianjun and my lovely daughter
Zhang Leyu. They have given me endless support for my academic pursuit. With-
out their love and continuous gentle encouragement, I would not have been able to
go through all the difficulties in my writing of this book. I also wish to express my
heartfelt thanks to my mother, who passed away many years ago, and my father
for their unselfish love and endless spiritual support for me in the past years.
Without their earnest instructions and moral influence on me since my childhood, I
would not have had the resolution to dedicate my life to the educational under-

takings and pursue my study until now.
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Introduction

1.1 Rationale

The English word “economy” can be traced back to the Greek word otkonomia
which means household management. The first recorded sense of the word
“economy” is in the phrase “the management of economic affairs”, found in a
work possibly composed in a monastery in 1440. “Economy” is later recorded in
more general senses, including “thrift, frugality, judicious use of resources” from
1660s, and the sense of “wealth and resources of a country (short for political econ-
omy)” from 1650s. The most frequently used current sense, denoting “the economic
system of a country or an area”, seems not to have developed until the 19th or 20th
century.

In this book, “economy” means efficient use of language resources, which is
roughly the same as thrift and judicious use of resources. To be efficient means to
be economical. Efficiency is one of the basic characteristics shared by all human
behaviors. Human verbal communication, the commonest human behavior, is nat-
urally featured by efficiency. In verbal communication, people are always in an
attempt to minimize the output of energy and to maximize the communicative ef-
fects for a given linguistic utterance, which is a process of economizing language.

With the social development, we boast an ever-accelerating rhythm of life.
When we use language, we always strive for expressing ourselves with the mini-
mal linguistic effort expenditure. How to use economical language to express our-
selves is vitally important to us. In language use there exist a “the perennial con-

flict between the language users’ communicative needs (i.e. the wish to be under-



