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1
HOW JOHNNY BOUGHT A SEWING-MACHINE

% F AL E

1. Just across the street from the Methodist Church, in the principal street
of Benton, is a small one-story house, consisting of three rooms only. This
is occupied by Mrs. Cooper, a widow, and her only son Johnny, with whom
it is our purpose to become further acquainted. When the Great Rebellion
broke out, Johnny’s father was one of the first to enlist. It was a great trial to
him to leave behind his wife and son, but he felt it his duty to go. For more
than a year he wrote cheerful letters home; but one dark day there came over
the wires tidings of the disastrous battle of Fred-ericksburg, and in the list of
killed was the name of James Cooper.

2. It was a sad day for Mrs. Cooper; but she had little time to mourn. The
death of her husband threw the burden of maintaining herself and Johnny
upon her shoulders. After a while she obtained a pension of eight dollars a
month, which helped her considerably. One half of it paid her rent, and the
other half paid for her fuel and lights. But it costs a good deal to buy food
and clothes for two persons, and she was obliged to toil early and late with
her needle to make up the requisite sum. Johnny was now eleven years old,
and might have obtained a chance to peg shoes in some of the shoe-shops
in the village, as indeed he wanted to do; but Mrs. Cooper felt that he ought
to be kept at school. As she would not be able to leave him money, she was
resolved at least to give him as good an education as the village schools
would allow.

3. One evening, just after tea, Mrs. Cooper laid down her work with a
little sigh. “Johnny,” said she, “I will get you to run over to Squire Baker’s,
and say that I shall not be able to finish his shirts to-night, but I will try to
send them over in the morning before he goes.”

4. “You don’t feel well mother, do you?”

“No, I have a bad headache. I think I shall go to bed early, and see if 1
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can’t sleep it off.”

“I don’t believe it agrees with you to sew so much,” said Johnny.

“I sometimes wish I had a sewing-machine,” said his mother. “That
would enable me to do three times as much work with less fatigue.”

5. “How much does a sewing-machine cost?”

“I suppose a good one would cost not far from a hundred dollars.”

“A hundred dollars! That is a good deal of money,” said Johnny.

“Yes, quite too much for our means. Of course there is no chance of my
being able to purchase one.”

6. As Johnny went across the field to Squire Baker’s, he could not help
thinking of what his mother had said. He had hoped the cost of a machine
would not exceed twenty dollars, for in that case there might be some chance
of his earning the amount in time. Occasionally the neighbors called upon
him to do odd jobs, and paid him small sums. These in time might amount
to twenty dollars. But a hundred seemed quite too large for him to think of
accumulating.

7. “Still,” thought Johnny, “I’ve a good mind to try. I won’t wait for
jobs to come to me; I’ll look out for them. I have a good deal of time out
of school when I might be doing something. If I don’t get enough to buy a
sewing-machine, I may get something else that mother will like.”

8. The next day was Saturday, and school did not keep. It was about the
first of October. In the town where Johnny lived there were many swamps
planted with cranberries, which were now ripe and ready for gathering. It
was necessary to pick them before a frost, since this fruit, if touched with the
frost, will decay rapidly. As Johnny was coming home from the store, he met
a school companion, who seemed to be in a hurry.

9. “Where are you going, Frank?” he inquired.

“I’m going to pick cranberries for Squire Baker.”

“How much does he pay?”

“Two cents a quart.”

“Do you think he would hire me?” asked Johnny, with a sudden thought.

“Yes, and be glad to get you. He’s got a good many cranberries on the
vines, and he’s afraid there will be a frost to-night.”

“Then I'll ask mother if I can go. Just hold on a minute.”

“All right.”

10. Having obtained permission, Johnny rejoined his companion, and



proceeded at once to the swamp. The fruit was abundant; for the crop this
year was unusually good, and Johnny found that he could pick quite rapidly.
When noon came, he found that he had picked twenty quarts.

“Can you come again this afternoon?” asked the squire.

“Yes, sir,” said Johnny promptly.

“I shall be very glad to have you, for hands are scarce.”

11. Johnny had already earned forty cents, and hoped to earn as much
more in the afternoon. He was so excited by his success that he hurried
through his dinner with great rapidity, and was off once more to the swamps.
He worked till late, and found at the end of the day that he had gathered fifty
quarts. He felt very rich when the squire handed him a one-dollar greenback
in return for his services. He felt pretty tired in consequence of stooping so
much, but the thought that he had earned a whole dollar in one day fully
repaid him.

12. “Mother,” said Johnny, when he got home, “if you are willing, I will
keep this money. There is something very particular I want it for.”

“ Certainly,” said his mother. “You shall keep this, and all you earn. I am
very sure you will not wish to spend it unwisely.”

“No, mother, you may be sure of that.”

13. On Monday it so happened that the teacher was sick, and school
was suspended. Johnny found no difficulty in obtaining a chance to pick
cranberries for another neighbor. He was determined to do a little better than
on Saturday. When evening came, he was paid for fifty-three quarts,—one
dollar and six cents.

“I wish there were cranberries to be picked all the year round,” thought
Johnny. “I should soon get a hundred dollars.”

14. But this was about the last of his picking. School kept the next day,
and though he got a little time after school, he could only pick a few quarts.
When the cranberry season was over, Johnny found himself the possessor
of four dollars. After that his gains were small. Occasionally he ran on an
errand for a neighbor. Once he turned the grindstone for about half an hour,
and received the small compensation of one cent from a rather parsimonious
farmer. Johnny was about to throw it away, when the thought came to him,
that, small as it was, it would help a little.

15. So the autumn slipped away, and winter came and went. In the spring
Johnny found more to do. On the first day of June he counted his money and
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found he had fifteen dollars.

“It’1] take a long time to get a hundred dollar,” sighed Johnny. “If mother
would only let me go to work in a shoe-shop? But she thinks I had better
go to school. But by and by there’ll be a chance to pick cranberries again. I
wish there’d be a vacation then.”

(HORATIO ALGER, JR )
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2
HOW JOHNNY BOUGHT A SEWING-MACHINE (CONTINUED)

2R ELEHE (85)

1. One morning Johnny had occasion to cross the fields near a small pond
about half a mile from his mother’s house. He was busily thinking about his
little fund, and what he could do to increase it, when his attention was all at
once attracted by a sharp cry of distress. Looking up, he saw a gentleman in
a row-boat on the pond, who appeared to be in the greatest trouble.

“Boy,” he called out, “can you swim?”

“Yes, sir,” said Johnny.

“Then save my little daughter, if you can. She has just fallen out of the
boat. There she is.”

2. The little girl just appeared above the surface of the water. Luckily
it was very near the shore, yet too deep for any one to venture who was
unable to swim. Our young hero had plenty of courage. Moreover, he was an
expert swimmer, having been taught by his father before he went to the war.
Without a minute’s hesitation he stripped off his jacket and plunged in. A
few vigorous strokes brought him to the little girl. He seized her, just as she
was about sinking for the third time. He held her till her father could receive
her from his arms into the boat.

3. “Let me lift you in, too,” he said.

“No, sir, I’ll swim to shore,” said Johnny.

“Come up to the hotel this afternoon. I want to see you.”

The father applied himself to the restoration of his daughter, and Johnny
went home and changed his wet clothes. He had recognized the gentleman
as a merchant from the city who had been boarding at the hotel for a
week or two. He felt a glow of satisfaction in the thought that he had been
instrumental in saving a human life; for it was very evident that, her father
being unable to swim, the little girl would, but for him, have been drowned.

4. In the afternoon he went to the hotel, and inquired for Mr. Barclay, for
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he had heard the gentleman’s name. He was conducted upstairs into a private
parlor.

Mr. Barclay advanced towards him with a smile of welcome. “I am glad
to see you, my brave boy,” he said.

“Is your little girl quite recovered?” asked Johnny, modestly.

5. “Yes, nearly so. I thought it best to let her lie in bed the remainder of
the day, as she might have got chilled. And now, my dear boy, how shall I
express my gratitude to you for your noble conduct? Under God, you have
been the means of saving my dear child’s life. I am quite unable to swim, and
I shudder to think what would have happened but for your timely presence
and courage.”

6. “I am very glad I was able to be of service,” said Johnny.

“I can not allow such a service to go unrewarded,” said Mr. Barclay.
“Adequate compensation I can not offer, for money will not pay for the
saving of life; but you will allow me to give you this as a first instalment
of my gratitude.” He pressed into the hands of the astonished boy a one-
hundred-dollar bill.

7. “One hundred dollars!” exclaimed Johnny in bewilderment. “Do you
really mean to give me so much?”

“It is little enough, I am sure.”

“0O, I am so glad!” said Johnny, delighted. “Now I can buy mother a
sewing-machine.”

“But don’t you want to buy something for yourself?”” asked Mr. Barclay,
with interest.

“No, sir; I would rather have a sewing-machine than any thing.”

8. Then Johnny, encouraged by Mr. Barclay’s evident interest, proceeded
to tell him how for nearly a year he had been saving up money, without his
mother’s knowledge, to buy her a machine, in order that she need not work
so hard in future. But thus far he had only succeeded in saving up fifteen
dollars. Now, thanks to this unexpected gift, he would be able to buy it at
once. “And it will come just fright, too,” he said, with sparkling eyes; “for it
will be mother’s birthday in a week from to-day, and I can give it to her then.
Only,” he said, doubtfully, “I don’t know whom I can get to buy it.”

9. “I can help you there,” said Mr. Barclay. “I am going to the city in a
day or two. I will select the machine, and arrange to have it sent down by
express on your mother’s birthday.”
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“That’ll be just the thing,” said Johnny. “Won’t she be astonished! I shan’t
say anything to her about it before-hand. Here’s the money, sir; I thank you
very much for that, and for your kind offer.”

“I ought to be kind to you, my dear boy, when I think how much you have
done for me.”

“Good afternoon, sir.”

“Good afternoon. Call again to-morrow, and you shall see the little girl
you have saved.”

10. Johnny did call the next day, and made acquaintance with little Annie
Barclay, whom he found a sprightly little girl of four years of age. She took
quite a fancy to our young hero, with whom she had a fine game of romps.

Mrs. Cooper knew that Johnny had saved a little girl from drowning, but
never inquired what reward he had received, feeling sure that he would tell
her sometime. As for Johnny, he had his reasons for keeping silent, as we
know.

11. At length Mrs. Cooper’s birthday came. Johnny was full of impatience
for evening, for then the express wagon would arrive from Boston, with the
present for his mother. As soon as he heard the rumble of the wheels, he ran
to the door. To his delight, the wagon stopped at the gate.

“Come here, youngster, and give us a lift,” called the express-man. “I’ve
got something heavy for you.”

12. It was a large article, looking something like a table; but what it was
Mrs. Cooper could not tell, on account of its many wrappings. “There must
be some mistake,” she said, going to the door. “I am not expecting any
thing.”

“No, there isn’t,” said Johnny, “it’s all right, directed in large letters to
Mrs. Mary Cooper, Benton.”

“I shall want fifty cents,” said the express-man.

“I’ve got it here,” said Johnny, seeing that his mother was searching for
her pocketbook.

13. “O, by the way, here’s something else,—a letter directed to you. That
will be fifteen cents more.”

“Indeed!” said Johnny, surprised. “Well, here’s the money.” He took the
letter, but did not open it at once. He wanted to enjoy his mother’s surprise.

Mrs. Cooper was unwrapping the machine. “What is this?” she exclaimed
in delighted surprise. “A sewing-machine! Who could have sent it? Do you
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know anything about it, Johnny?”

14. “Yes, mother. It’s a birthday present for you from me.”

“My dear boy! How could you ever have earned money enough to pay for
it?”

Then Johnny told his mother all about it. And her eyes glistened with pride
and joy as she heard, for the first time, how he had worked for months with
this end in view; and she could not help giving him a grateful kiss, which I
am sure paid Johnny for all he had done.

15. It was really a beautiful machine, and, though Johnny did not know it,
cost considerably more than the hundred dollars he had sent. Mrs. Cooper
found that it worked admirably, and would lighten her labors more even than
she had hoped.

“But you haven’t opened your letter,” she said, with a sudden recollection.

“ So I haven’t,” said Johnny.

What was his surprise, on opening it, to discover the same hundred-
dollar bill which Mr. Barclay had originally given him, accompanied by the
following note:

16. “My Dear Young Friend:—I have bought your mother a sewing-
machine, which I send by express to-day. I hope it will please you both, and
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