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| FRANKENSTEIN

Introduction

Mary Shelley

Mary Shelley was born in 1797. Her father, William Godwin, was
a thinker and writer who believed—and you will see that this is
important in his daughter’s novel Frankenstein—that men and
women are by nature good. It is only what they are taught and
the way they are treated, he wrote, that makes people evil.

Mary’s mother died when she was born. She, too, was
a writer. Her main subject was the rights of women, and she
was a great fighter for those rights—at a time when a woman
needed great courage to make such a fight.

Mary married the poet Percy Bysshe Shelley when his
first wife died in 1816. They spent the summer of that year in
Switzerland.

It was one of those summers that Europe sometimes
suffers: rain, rain, and more rain. Shelley and his wife and their
friend Lord Byron, another poet, had to find ways of passing
the wet days. One way of amusing themselves and each other
was to write ghost stories. We are not quite sure how serious
they were about these stories. Certainly ghost stories and
stories about mysterious and terrible happenings and evil
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| FRANKENSTEIN

spirits were popular at the time, but not all readers, or even
writers, of such stories were serious about them. Jane Austen
had already written (though it was not published until 1818)
her Northanger Abbey making fun of the “gothic” horror novels
about mysterious and frightening doings in ancient castles.

Shelley’s and Byron’s stories were not published, and we
don’t know much about them. But Mary Shelley’s story about a
ghost in Switzerland seemed so good to the two poets that they
said: “You ought to make your story into a full-length novel and
send it to a publisher.”

As she worked on her story, Mary Shelley’s ghost became
the far more frightening “human” monster that we read about
in this book. The book was published in 1818, and it became
famous at once. Thanks to films and television, the name of the
man, Frankenstein, who made the monster, is known all over
the world today, and many fearful imaginary creatures are said
to be like Frankenstein’s Monster.

Frankenstein

People read Frankenstein as a story of fear and danger, but
Mary Shelley expressed in it beliefs that were important to
her and to many of her friends. She believed, like her father,
that human beings are naturally good. They become evil
only because society—the way men live together—makes
them lie and cheat and behave badly. In Mary Shelley’s book,
Frankenstein has tried to create “the perfect man”, with
strength, beauty and a clever brain. When life is given to his

004



gothic

adj. BRIE
(—BNiRR
1B, BERE
R, KA
£t 0)

ancient

adi. 5 E W,
FRATE
publish

v RE, HhR
full-length
adj. FREEKE
&, REMT
i

imaginary
adi. 18 2 &,
i )

SRS — S SR S S R DL R TS R Y
WERERIERESIIIN, IR, XAEIWBAIE
#, EEaFEFEHE, FHIEERETN A X il
¥, &« BHTYE—#a 8 GEREF B (E
ZPED 1818 F£HIR ), HINABLEHEHERE
BT SRRSO “ B RN

EFRMFFCBREHEFFRE HR, EILERA]
NZWAET#, BE, EXHAFRFAFTR, B -
EERFEH XTI — RGBT+ 2EF,
ARG, “YRRIZHEIX NI S8 A — P Se BRI/
%, RIEEFAHRE.”

HFE - BT ENXMNREHTINL, BE¥R
HIBRBRER S AR T FRATITE X AR R T i BRI EL Z BT HY
FEIE S AER “ AR B, XEB/NRK T 1818
FEHiR, HEIEZES. W05, BTFEEMEHT
ZEm, BNENERRIEEMHIA =S iiEtit
AN, FEPBRT . IERS A —SBIL8kE
S HIEMZ ATNE, REFH=EHNERAE
RIEY.

(=5 HnE)

MNTEERE (BZEHE ) S-S
Kisg, B2, Bl - ERAEXE/NPRIE T — &
s il ) 2 AR 3o ELAhVF 22 sk i BB R AR EERY
B, [EAhssE—+, Bt vAEEAE, J2
HTHE—HAMNRRE-BEENSRX—F
BARR. KW, — SR E, AABERE. &£

005



| FRANKENSTEIN

“perfect man”, there is great strength and a very good brain,
and he is naturally good. But he is ugly—so ugly that people
fear and hate him. He looks evil, and so society treats him as
evil. The result is that he actually becomes evil, an evil being
of great strength and cleverness, bringing danger not only
to Frankenstein but to Frankenstein’s family and to those he
loves. Mary Shelley wanted to show that the evil was not in the
Monster at first; it grew because people were stupid, unfair and
cruel. Society produced the dangerous Monster instead of the
perfect man. Frankenstein himself started the trouble: he drove
away the creature that he had made.

Some of the places that are named in this book are tourist
centres today. People fly to Geneva. They take a train up from
Chamonix to the Mer de Glace glacier. But when Mary Shelley
was in Switzerland there were no planes and no trains. Travel
over the steep Swiss roads was by horse-drawn carriage, and it
was slow and not at all comfortable.

We ought perhaps to remember one other fact. Fran-
kenstein’s experiments with the power of lightning were
suggested to Mary Shelley by some experiments of Benjamin
Franklin, the American scientist and political leader. In 1752,
during a thunderstorm, Franklin flew a kite with a key tied to
the string near the ground. When he touched the key, it sparked
and he could feel an electric shock. The next two men who tried
this very dangerous experiment were killed.
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CHAPTER 1

The Young Frankenstein

+ QUESTIONS BEFORE READING -

» o«

» What is the name of the narrator (“I”, “me”, “my”,
etc.) of the story?

»  Who was Henri’s best friend at school?

»  What country did Elizabeth come from?

»  What happened to the tree below the Saléve?

»  Which university did Victor Frankenstein go to?




| FRANKENSTEIN

My name is Henri Clerval, and | was born in the city of Geneva
in 1775. My closest friend at school in Geneva was Victor
Frankenstein.

The Frankensteins were a rich merchant family, and my
friend’s father had travelled widely. On my first visit to their
house in Geneva, | saw a rather pretty girl, perhaps a year
younger than us.

“That’s my sister,” Victor said. “Or rather, we’ve been
brought up together and we think of each other as brother and
sister. She is, in fact, Italian.”

The Frankensteins were Swiss.

Victor explained. “Soon after | was born, my parents were
in Italy. On a very hot day they asked for a drink at a farm. They
saw five small children there. Four had dark hair like the farmer
and his wife; one had fair hair and looked quite different. That
was Elizabeth, the daughter of a landowner who had lost his
life trying to free his country from an unjust government. My
mother was not strong; it was not certain that she would have
another child, but she did want a daughter. She asked the poor
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| FRANKENSTEIN

farmer and his wife if she could take Elizabeth and bring her up
as her own. In the end, that was arranged.”

“It’s like a story from a book,” | said. “You are lucky to have
a sister. | have no one to talk to at home.”

Frankenstein smiled. “Then she must become your sister,
too.”

Elizabeth did become a sister to me, and remained a sister
all the time that we were children. All three of us belonged to
each other.

Besides the fine house in Geneva, the Frankensteins had a
country house on the south side of the lake. They liked the quiet
life there, and they lived there more and more after the birth of
another son. They called him William, and a happy country girl
of our age, called Justine, came to look after him. These were

the people among whom | spent more and more of my time.

From the beginning, Victor Frankenstein’s interests lay in
science. He studied nature with a kind of hunger, seeing the
world around him as so many secrets to be discovered. There
were secrets in the deep waters of the lake, in the mountains,
in the glaciers—the great rivers of ice that flowed down from
the mountains—and in the changes of weather and season. As
a boy, he always wanted quick results from his experiments, but
Elizabeth and | enjoyed helping him with them.

| remember a day when we were out collecting wild plants
for one of those experiments. We had come down from the
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