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Prelude Early Sounds

1684, the 23rd year of the reign of Emperor Kangxi

(Enter Narrator, wearing a white beard and a plain felt headscarf and a
black robe)
NARRATOR:

(In the Pattern of Dielianbua)

Among the antiquated old fellows,

Who else could be like me?

My face is smooth and shining,

Like a piece of well-polished bronze or jade.
Still alive after so many vicissitudes,

I am lonely and without company.

But why should I hide

From being mocked?

Forgetting all my old hatreds,

I sing when I drink,

Never caring where I sleep.

When sons treat their parents with filial piety,
Ministers serve their emperor faithfully,
And everything on earth is in harmony,

Why does one yearn for the fruits of longevity?

In the prosperous era of Emperors Yao and Shun,
Flowers bloomed in 60-year cycles.

Mountains were not refuges of thieves and gangsters,
Immortals were seen everywhere on land.

This old man is the former Ceremony Master with the Court of
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Imperial Sacrifices in Nanjing. Because my position is low, my name can
be omitted. All I long for is a peaceful life free from disaster and suffer-
ing. Being ninety-seven years old, I have already lived through many ups
and downs. This year is the first year of the one hundred and eighty-
year cycle. The Emperors Yao and Shun are again in power, with Yu the
Great and Gaotao the Judge carrying out their duties. People all over
the country live in peace and happiness, and every year yields bumper
harvests. In this, the 23rd year of Emperor Kangxi’s reign, twelve auspi-
cious signs have been revealed.
OFFSTAGE VOICE:
What auspicious signs?
NARRATOR:

(Counts on his fingers)
Pictures have appeared on the river, letters have emerged on a turtle’s
back, the star of Jing is shining, jubilant clouds float through the sky,
sweet dew falls, it rains when we need rain, phoenixes gather, unicorns
roam, the auspicious grass of Ming is lush and plentiful, /Zngzhi (tinder
agaric) grows, the seas are calm, and the Yellow River has become clear.
Everything is there. Isn’t it wonderful? In this prosperous era, this old
man travels around. Yesterday, in the Taiping (Peace) Garden, I saw a
play of the newly published legendary story The Peach Blossom Fan about
events in Nanjing during the late Ming Dynasty. The author expresses
his feelings about the nation’s fate through a chronicle of two lovers’
separation and reunion. The story is based on real people and true facts,
with reliable witnesses. Not only had I heard about them, I had even
seen them with my own eyes. Surprisingly, the aging image of me has
also been dragged in to play the role of Narrator. The choice was so of-
fensive, 1 first cried, then laughed, then flew into a rage, and then cursed
angrily. Not a single sepectator in this theater’s full house knows I was
actually one of the characters in the story.
OFFSTAGE VOICE:
May I ask who is the playwright of this excellent work?
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