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Part II Listening Comprehension (30 minutes)

Section A

Directions: In this section, you will hear two long conversations. At the end of each
conversation, you will hear some questions. Both the conversation and the questions
will be spoken only once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer
from the four choices marked [A], [B], [C] and [D]. Then mark the corresponding

letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.

Conversation One
Questions 1 to 4 are based on the conversation you have just heard.
1. [ A] He invented the refrigerator.
[ B | He patented his first invention.
[C | He was admitted to a university.
[D] He got a degree in Mathematics.
2. | A]He started to work on refrigeration.
[ B] He became a professor of Mathematics.
[ C ] He fell in love with Natasha Willoughby.
[ D | He distinguished himself in low temperature physics.
3. [ A Discovering the true nature of subatomic particles.
[ B | Their explanation of the laws of cause and effect.
[ C ] Their work on very high frequency radio waves.
[ D] Laying the foundations of modern mathematics.
4. [A] To have a three-week holiday. [ B To spend his remaining years.

[ C] To patent his inventions. [ D] To teach at a university.
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Conversation Two
Questions 5 to 8 are based on the conversation you have just heard.
5. [ A] The injury of some students.

[B] A school bus crash on the way.

[ C] The collapse of a school building.
[D] A fire that broke out on a school campus.
6. [A] Teaching. [ B ] On vacation.
[ C ] Having lunch. [ D] Holding a meeting.
7. [A] A malfunctioning stove.
[ B] Cigarettes butts left by workers.
[ C] Violation of traffic rules.
[ D | Negligence in school maintenance.
8. [A] Senta story to the local newspaper.
[ B ] Threw a small Thanksgiving party.
[ C ] Baked some cookies as a present.

]

[ D] Wrote a personal letter of thanks.
Section B

Directions: In this section, you will hear two passages. At the end of each passage,
you will hear some questions. Both the passage and the questions will be spoken only
once. After you hear a question, you must choose the best answer from the four
choices marked [A], [B], [C] and [D]. Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer

Sheet 1 with a single line through the centre.

Passage One
Questions 9 to 11 are based on the passage you have just heard.
9. [A]Itis a trait of a generous character.
[B] It is a reflection of self-esteem.
[C ]It is an indicator of high intelligence.
[D ] It is a sign of happiness and confidence.
10. [ A ] It was self-defeating.
[ B It was aggressive.
[ C ] It was the essence of comedy.

[ D] It was something admirable.



11. [A ] Itis a double-edged sword.
[B] It is a feature of a given culture.
[C]Itis a unique gift of human beings.
[D] It is a result of both nature and nurture.

Passage Two
Questions 12 to 15 are based on the passage you have just heard.
12. [ A] She is a tourist guide. [B] She is an interpreter.

C] She is a domestic servant. [ D] She is from the royal family.
13. [ A] It is situated at the foot of a beautiful mountain.
] It was used by the family to hold dinner parties.

| It was frequently visited by heads of state.

[
[A
(B
[C
[ D] It is furnished like one in a royal palace.
[ A ]It is elaborately decorated.
[ B] It has survived some 2,000 years.
[ C] 1t is very big, with only six slim legs.

[ D] It is shaped like an ancient Spanish boat.
15. [ A] They are interesting to look at.
[ B] They have lost some of their legs.
[ C ] They do not match the oval table at all.

[ D] They are uncomfortable to sit in for long.
Section (

Directions: In this section, you will hear recordings of lectures or talks followed by
some questions. The recordings will be played only once. After you hear a question,
you must choose the best answer from the four choices marked [A], [B], [C] and [D)].
Then mark the corresponding letter on Answer Sheet 1 with a single line through the

centre.

Now listen to the following recording and answer questions 16 to 19.
16. [ A ] They investigate the retirement homes in America.

[ B] They are on issues facing senior citizens in America.

[ C] They describe the great pleasures of the golden years.

[ D] They are filled with fond memories of his grandparents.



17. [ Al The loss of the ability to take care of himself.
[ B] The feeling of not being important any more.
[ C ] Being unable to find a good retirement home.
[ D] Leaving the home he had lived in for 60 years.
18. [ A ] The loss of identity and self-worth.
[ B | Fear of being replaced or discarded.
[ C | Freedom from pressure and worldly cares.
[ D] The possession of wealth and high respect.
19. [ A ] The urgency of pension reform.
[ B | Medical care for senior citizens.
[ C | Finding meaningful roles for the elderly in society.

[ D] The development of public facilities for senior citizens.

Now listen to the following recording and answer questions 20 to 22.
20. [ A | It seriously impacts their physical and mental development.
B | It has become a problem affecting global economic growth.

] It is a common problem found in underdeveloped countries.

] It is an issue often overlooked by parents in many countries.

21. [ A ] They will live longer.
| They get better pay.
| They get along well with people.
| They develop much higher IQs.
22,

| Encouraged breastfeeding for the first six months of a child’s life.

| Recruited volunteers to teach rural people about health and nutrition.

[
[C
[D
[
(B
[
[
[
[
[
[

&
D
A | Appropriated funds to promote research of nutrient-rich foods.
B
C
D

] Targeted hunger-relief programs at pregnant women and young children.

Now listen to the following recording and answer questions 23 to 25.
23. [ A | The guaranteed quality of its goods.

[ B ] The huge volume of its annual sales.

[ C | The service it provides to its customers.

[ D] The high value-to-weight ratio of its goods.
24. [ A] Those having a taste or smell component.

[ B | Products potentially embarrassing to buy.

[ C | Those that require very careful handling.

[ D] Services involving a personal element.

~ 4 —



25.

[ A | Those who live in the virtual world.
[ B | Those who have to work long hours.
[ C ] Those who are used to online transactions.

[ D | Those who don’t mind paying a little more.

EREE
1~4 CBCD 5~8 DBAC 9~11 DBA
12~15 ABCD 16 ~19 BDAC 20~22 ABC
23 ~25 DAB |
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Section A

Conversation One

Wr 1R 3Z

W:

: Hello, is that the reference library?

2 = =2

£

£ X g%

Hello.

: Yes. Can [ help you?

: I hope so. I rang earlier and asked for some information about Denys Hawtin, the

scientist. You asked me to ring back.

: Oh, yes. I have found something.

Good. I've got a pencil and paper. Perhaps you could read out what it says.

: Certainly. Hawtin, Denys. Born: Darlington 1836; died New York 1920.
: Yes. Got that.

: Inventor and physicist. [ 1 | The son of a farm worker. he was admitted to the

University of London at the age of fifteen.
Yes.

: He graduated at seventeen with a first class degree in Physics and Mathematics.

All right?

: Yes, all right.

. He made his first notable achievement at the age of eighteen. It was a method of

refrigeration which arose from his work in low temperature physics. [2] He

became professor of Mathematics at the University of Manchester at twenty-four,

5



where he remained for twelve years. During that time he married one of his
students, Natasha Willoughby.

M: Yes. Go on.

W: Later, working together in London, they laid the foundation of modern Physics by
showing that normal laws of cause and effect do not apply at the level of

subatomic particles. [ 3] For this he and his wife received the Nobel Prize for

Physics in 1910, and did so again in 1912 for their work on very high frequency

radio waves. In his lifetime Hawtin patented 244 inventions. Do you want any
more?

M: Yes. When did he go to America?

W: Let me see. [ 4] In 1920 he went to teach in New York, and died there suddenly

after only three weeks. Still, he was a good age.

M: Yes. I suppose so. Well, thanks.

Afr By Fon i
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B3GR S, RS A F R T A K, WL TN XA TS £
L5 ENAGIRL B AR E RO RATIRA £

AEHALEHEFER @A RAT € EE08 F 845 £ Denys Hawtin

it 80
1. What do we learn about Denys Hawtin when he was 15?
== C A AMBMEEHFELEL(FS)

e
*iEPRE], IARGRELIGILT, TEFHHEAEHKFE, HikC

2. What did Denys Hawtin do at the age of 24?
R B A KBS ERFELACES)
T
stiE P AR E], 24 % B, Denys Hawtini 4 T S #0745 K a9 505 #03% , 3k
B. #&K%+XH, iz K F TAETI2E, AlE, BT ey — 153



4 —Natasha Willoughby, B st ik ] itk 2 % % f£24 % #f % £ T Natasha
Willoughby, ##E4kC.
3. For what were Denys Hawtin and his wife awarded the Nobel Prize a second
time?
« A C HA AMBEMEERRAL,
AT
AP IRE], Hb, Aoty 2T EI910F KT EN RYEF L, H4£1912
S5 P A A R R 0 R B I R AR T A R e S A RR A L RAp B
%, #ixC
4. Why did Denys Hawtin go to New York?
#=#®R D HAR KHEBHMELRHL(0.),
# AT
B ER R, At 4B AE =69 £ @7 £ 22 5 8 % In 1920 he went to teach in
New York...(f£19204, tb @ 5| 402y K35 ---), #ED

Conversation Two

W A1 /R 3L
W: [ 5] This is Lisa Meyer in the WBZ newsroom, talking with Mike Bassichis, who

is the director of the Gifford School, about the cleanup from last week’s fire and

what the possible cause of that blaze may have been.

M: [6] We're getting ready for our entire staff to return early from vacation
tomorrow whereupon we are going to move into temporary classrooms. And the
other buildings that did not burn are being de-smoked. As to the cause of the fire,
all we know is that we were having trouble with the pilot lights since we bought
the stove in July and it had been serviced three times. [ 7] Well, as a matter of
fact, we think it was a malfunctioning stove that may have caused the fire.
Nothing definite yet has been determined.

W: Have you heard from other schools or other institutional users of this stove that
have had the same problem?

M: No. I wouldn’t know anything more about the stove itself. All I know is that this
fire went up so quickly that there’s been a suspicion about why it went up so
quickly. And it may be that there was a gas blast. But, again, this has not been

determined officially by anybody.



W: 1 got you. When do kids come back to school?

M: Next Monday. and we will be ready for them. Monday January 4. We're just
extremely thrilled that no one was hurt and that’s because of the fire fighters that
were here, nine of them. They're wonderful.

W: And I'm sure you send your thanks out to them, uh?

M: Well, we're sending out thanks to them in a letter or in any other way we can.

[ 8] I heard a story today where one of our kids actually baked some cookies and

is taking it to the fire department, to give it to them.

W B FsLal

ARAEFH SO A T 4o, X—ME - FHROGERA £, ARBFH TN L
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5. What were the speakers talking about?
* M D HAR AMEEAELE.
v AT
*iE I kAR 2] . KL WBZATE 5 B £ 4 ALisa Meyer, 5 9] 892 £ #8454
# K, Mike Bassichis, % T_EJ& K 65422l & T4 5] Kok K eh R i,
¥ ED
6. What were the school staff doing at the time of the accident?

* BFW B AR KM HMSATFEmYPAL.

# AT
& & P 42 5] We're getting ready for our entire staff to return early from vacation
tomorrow...( & f1E£E A ¥ K i 4278 @ R 69 24k R LRS- ), 7
S KK AR, R T ELEE, %ikB,



7. What was supposed to be the cause of the accident?

w BE A AR KAMEBMEERIAL, (as a matter of fact)

w AT
3% P $2 #) Well, as a matter of fact, we think it was a malfunctioning stove that
may have caused the fire. (%2, F % £ &ATA A 7T HEE — A b 8 FE 69 B 44 7
ETRIPRE), W The, 5L FHRE EEE—AHBEEGHEH, %
A,

8. What did one of the kids do to show gratitude?

* BR C ZR AMBMEAEEmYL, (BAEL)

* AT
iiE S RARE), ARBTE —AF, RNFRG—ABRTHT — 84T,

BRI, £ T R, $ikC

ZRlC R FEIE

Conversation 1

reference n. A% 4 A physicist n. 47325 %
achievement n. &3t refrigeration n. %4~

foundation n. %z subatomic particles & /2 -F #5i-F
Nobel Prize i N /R 3% Physics n. 47325

Conversation 2

cleanup n. 743 T4k blaze n. X, FL K
temporary a. # & 49 pilot lights 45 77471
malfunctioning a. t # [ 49 suspicion n. EE

blast n. Me¥E

Section B
Passage One
r AR
In today’s personality stakes, nothing is more highly valued than a sense of
humor. We seek it out in others and are proud to claim it in ourselves, perhaps even

more than good looks or intelligence. [ 9 | If someone has a great sense of humor, we

reason, it means that they are happy. socially confident and have a healthy perspective

on life.



[10] This attitude would have surprised the ancient Greeks, who believed

humor to be essentially aggressive. And in fact, our admiration for the comically
gifted is relatively new, and not very well-founded, says Rod Martin, a psychologist at
the University of Western Ontario. Being funny isn’t necessarily an indicator of good
social skills and well-being, his research has shown. It may just as likely be a sign of
personality flaws.

[11] He has found that humor is a double-edged sword. It can forge better
relationships and help you cope with life, or it can be corrosive, eating away at
self-esteem and irritating others. “It’s a form of communication, like speech, and we
all use it differently,” says Martin. We use bonding humor to enhance our social
connections, but we also may employ it as a way of excluding or rejecting an
outsider.

Though humor is essentially social, how you use it says a lot about your sense of
self. Those who use self-defeating humor, making fun of themselves for the
enjoyment of others, tend to maintain that hostility toward themselves even when
alone. Similarly, those who are able to view the world with amused tolerance are

often equally forgiving of their own shortcomings.

Rfr B T

HRAEF MY A T Ho, LM AP SRR A X, HRIEF 108 T, %
MEXFRIEDAEEARAARX, RBEFNMTh, ZHF ST EFRL
Mo Ak AR, BT HEN AL IR 04 R A 5 T S R 4 8
BEXHE

FIXANBT BB IA R F A BEAFe ILAR 0 22 5 5 2 e 2k B0 A ok

I R
9. How do people today view humor according to the speaker?

% D AR AMBEMEEMEAL(L.)

T

P IRE], de R —AMAIA AR GG TR, AT, X Bk BIXAAL
PRty AR F @AM O, FLMAERGAEAE, kD
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