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Preface

Almost all creatures have the instinct to take care of their young, so do human beings. It takes
several years for a human baby to be able to move about independently. Hence, parents would do
everything possible to care for and protect the children, wishing that they can grow up safely. Since
ancient times, human beings have designed all kinds of tools to carry their young, providing comforts
to the babies and freeing their own hands for other household works. These tools, the so-called baby
carriers, utilize different materials and shapes according to climate and geographical and culcural

environments.

Besides the formal and practical variations to suit the environment, different baby carriers touch
our heart with their infinite possibilities of decorations. However, while the decorative techniques found
on baby carriers vary with geographical regions, there’s one thing that connects them, the thought of
and the prayer for the health and wellbeing of the children. We can imagine how a mother will sew her
love of the child on the surface of the baby carrier in the form of many auspicious signs. This not only
represents mother’s deepest love for children but also embodies the three core element for the culture of

baby carriers: fertility, blessings, and protection.

This exhibition is a border-crossing attempt to join academic, cultural, artistic, and industrial forces
from the society. It goes beyond the simple display of objects and brings together artistic expression
and cultural creative industry. The exhibition has three sections. The section of baby carrier artifacts
start with Taiwanese baby carriers of Fujian, Hakka, and Indigenous types and covers relevant artifacts
from tribes of Southwestern China and that of other Asian peoples from regions surrounding Taiwan.
The section of artistic expression includes the Tree Life Installation Art created by parents and children
together and the Graffiti of Love that touches upon a mother’s experiences of raising her children. The
section of cultural creative aesthetics displays how contemporary designers find inspiration from totems
of Southwestern Chinese minority tribes and integrate these elements with contemporary fashion to

create children’s apparel that has the warmth of mother’s love.

For this exhibition, we would like to express our deepest appreciation to the Department of Textiles
and Clothing at Fu Jen Catholic University, les enphants Co., Ltd., Big Ball Earth Care & Humanist
Association of Taiwan, and National Museum of Prehistory; they not only provide their treasured
collection of baby carriers for this exhibition but also enthusiastically participate in the design of
galleries and catalogue, making this exhibition richer and more comprehensive. We hope this exhibition
can accompany visitors to experience human civilization and parental love from different perspectives.

With this exhibition, we would also like to express our reverence to all mothers.

T

Director; National Museum of History
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Preface

It is a pleasure to offer my congratulation on the National History Museum’s exhibition entitled:
Beloved Baby Carrier: Tradition and Innovation, to be opened on February 2™, 2016. The exhibition is
a unique multi-institutional achievement involving the cooperation of the Department of Textiles and
Clothing at Fu Jen Catholic University; the National Museum of History; les enphants Co., Ltd.; BIG
BALL Earth Care & Humanist Association of Taiwan; and the National Museum of Prehistory. It not
only showcases a variety of traditional baby carriers from Taiwan and other Asian countries, but also

integrates related art and design displays to highlight the exhibitions underlying motivation and spirit,

which is LOVE.

No doubt, baby carriers, more than any other item of clothing, evoke deep emotions for they are
loaded with cherished memories of laughter, tears and sweat, affection, blessings, and celebration. While
admiring the beauty and uniqueness of each baby carrier, and reflecting on the outstanding craftsmanship,
patience and devotion revealed through every baby carrier on display, one cannot help but being touched
by the depth of love that inspired the making of each of them: a love for life, to be passed on from
one generation to the next. Therefore, it is hoped that this exhibition will inspire greater respect and
appreciation for the priceless gift of life in all its forms, highlighting in particular the beauty of maternal
love, which starts in the womb and never ends. Moreover, may the baby carriers on display, touch the heart
of many visiting couples, inspiring them to welcome another baby into our world for their own family

happiness, and for the good of our society, so much in need of new life with its promises and blessings.

Fu Jen Catholic University is proud to have started with its baby carrier collection decades ago.
Initiated in 1975, the collection-thanks to the support from some companies and individuals, most
especially from Mr. Gu Shing-Tson, founder and former president of the GTM Corporation -gradually
developed into an independent unit: the ‘Chinese Textiles and Clothing Center’ (CTCCC). Meanwhile,
various teachers and students are involved in the development of the Center through preservation,
research, exhibitions and publications. Moreover, the collection-presently comprising nearly 10,000
pieces of Taiwan Aborigines, Chinese Majorities and Ethnic Minorities-serves as a creative resource for
the Department’s textiles and fashion design students. Thanks to the continuous efforts of our Textiles
and Clothing Department, Fu Jen Catholic University has been able to stage exhibitions not only on
campus, but also in collaboration with various national museums. Today, we wish to thank the National
Museum of History for the opportunity to stage this comprehensive baby carrier exhibition and related
art and design work. Moreover, we also wish to express appreciation and gratitude for the enjoyable and
fruitful collaboration of all parties involved. The unique contribution of each of them is what makes this
exhibition truly special and relevant to our times, so much in need of re-discovering the true meaning

of love and family happiness!

President, Fu Jen Catholic University
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The Inheritance of Love

From time immemorial, regardless of cultural or historical backgrounds, regardless of the means of

expression, a mother’s love for her children has always been wholehearted and endless.

les enphants’ senior consultant, Ms. Christi Lan, has spent the last twenty years traveling to rural
parts of China and Southeast Asia, searching for and collecting traditional, handmade textile relating
to children (bibs, hats, shoes, marital blankets, and baby carriers). The purpose of her collection is
twofold. First, she is trying to preserve this vanishing art by publishing books about her collection. And
second, Ms. Lan hopes that these thoughtfully designed and exquisitely crafted textiles will inspire les
enphants designers to create each article of clothing with the same meticulousness that a mother would
make for her own child. For, the commitment les enphants has made is to “treat every child with love”

and to “be a mindful member of the community.”

This exhibition juxtaposes children’s clothing made by ethnic minority groups from southwest
China with modern pieces from the les enphants collections. By mixing and matching the hand-
sewn and hand-embroidered pieces heavily adorned with traditional motifs and symbols from folklore
with contemporary pieces, we hope to demonstrate that today’s modern aesthetic combines traditional
elements with current trends. les enphants designers are always pushing themselves to be inspired by
the emotional and creative drive derived from a mother’s love for her child - as such, the utmost care

goes into every part of the clothing design and production process.

[ g .

%/h

Founder, les enphants Co. Ltd.
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Perpetual Love, Perpetual Hope

Love is the headspring of all life’s moving forces. Because of love, women become strong in
maternity though they are born the weaker sex. Because of love, parents are willing toil day in and
day out for their children. The Beloved Baby Carrier exhibition brings back memories for many. My
warmest memories from early childhood are made up of my mother’s smell, her heart beat, and the
rocking of her back like a cradle. She had me tied on her back with a broad strip of cloth as she went

about to doing house work.

The first sight of these colourful and finely crafted baby carriers stirred my feelings as well as
curiosity. What drove their makers to create them? Love, I think, and more love. Thousands of
words cannot express all her love for her child; it can only be embroidered on the baby carrier. Sun,
moon, gourd, good luck charm, pomegranate, Mother Butterfly -- all are embroidered by mother’s

hand, stitch by stitch. The baby carrier is a gift from mother, bearing infinite love and blessing.

More than cultivating an appreciation of the cultural connotations of baby carriers from
Taiwan, Southwest China, East Asia and Southeast Asia, it is hoped that this exhibition will also
reawaken viewers to maternal love and to all that their parents have given them, persuading them
to treasure their families more. We hope that parents and children of today will listen closely, will

pass on love with love, to perpetuate love with heart and hand, to perpetuate hope and the future.

Big Ball Association has collaborated with the combined efforts from 20 families on created
the “Life Tree Installation Art” in the hope that when we are singing praises of love for each other,
also reminding us as daughters and sons of the earth will protect the earth, our Mother Earth, for
perpetuity. Let us protect our natural environment, preserve biological diversity, so the earth can live
on, eternally green like the tree of life, that our offspring can bring forth generation after generation, in

a never ending line.

Kactel, Y

Chairwoman, BIG BALL Earth Care & Humanist Association of Taiwan
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Preface

Deep love of devoted mothers, together with the affection out of blood relation, is the prime
subject of all humankind. The mothers’ bosoms & body temperatures have been the newborn babys’
warmest places to rely on. Baby carriers made of long slings or straps symbolize the endless & extensive
love of mothers; babies could explore and recognize the world through the baby carriers accompanied
by the leaning onto the mothers™ breasts or backs, the smelling, and the feeling of the mothers’ body
temperatures. Baby carriers are important bonds representing the deep love and whole-hearted care
of parents to their children. This universal value started a long time ago and had been well conducted
in the past and even till the contemporary. Different peoples in different regions had developed their
customs, ceremonies and cultures out of that very value. Those delicately handmade objects gradually
became priceless cultural legacies. I'd like to give special thanks to all the colleagues of Department of
Exhibition and Education, NMP, Fu Jen Catholic University, Les Enphants Group and Big Ball Earth
Care & Humanist Association of Taiwan, and, owing to all the work and efforts of you all make this

love-themed exhibition.

e g —

Director, National Museum of Prehistory
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