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Tianfu: A Dream of Painting

Wei Xuefeng (Chief Expert of Sichuan Museum)

Sichuan, located in the southwest of China, is one of the
origins of Chinese civilization, which is honored as "A Land
of Abundance”.

Since the consolidation of Ancient Shu by Qin in 316
B.C., Ancient civilization of Shu has been unified into
Chinese civilization. After Qin's domination of Sichuan, the
structure of Ba-Shu Economic Region, which took Chengdu
as its center, has been formed, with the development of the
southwest of China. Especially, after the completion of
Dujiangyan lIrrigation System, the large-scale hydraulic
project passing through two rivers in Chengdu, led by Li Bin,
the agricultural production here took a big leap. In Western
Han Dynasty, Wen Weng, the governor of Shu, kept putting
great effort into water conservancy, making Chengdu a
“veritable land of abundance”.

In the Records of Three Kingdoms - Biography of
Kongming — Longzhong Strategies, Chen Shou said: “Yizhou
has strategic terrain, vast and fertile land, superior natural
conditions and abundant natural resources, based on which,
the Emperor made the achievements.” As analyzed by
Chang Qu, a historian in Jin Dynasty, in Records of
Shu—Records of Huayang Kingdom, “Li Bin asked people to
block up the river and to build a diversion dam. That
diversion dam ran across Pijiang River and Jianjiang River,
the two tributaries, of which all passed through the seat of
the Satrap, for the ease of navigation. Woods from Minshan,
where catalpa, cypress and traditional bamboo were mainly
distributed, can be transported by water; and also it was the
source for irrigation of the three prefectures and their rice
fields. Thus, Shu is called 'the Sea on Land' for its vast and
fertile land. It was diverted for irrigation by infiltration in dry
season and closed in rainy season. Thus, the records show
that people here controlled the flood and droughts and they
didn't know hunger and experienced no famine years;
therefore it is called the Land of Abundance. Chengdu has
become one of the five cities in China in Western Han era,
and was even horned as “Yang Yi Yi Er” (Yangzhou first,
followed by Yizhou). The great poet Li Bai could not help
expressing in his poem: “Chengdu, with pleasant living
environment, is as beautiful as a colorful picture on
brocade, so how can Qinchuan where Chang'an located
compare itself favorably with Chengdu!”

Sichuan has not only beautiful mountains and rivers but
also an exquisite history and humanism spirit. The mutual
dependence and integration of its nature, humanism spirit
and social customs make Sichuan a picturesque land.
Moreover, the unique natural environment and profound
culture of the land also gave birth to its unique art and
characters.

“The Land of Abundance” has a long history of
civilization for five thousand years. As early as the Neolithic
Age, ancient towns such as Baodun at Xinjin, Yufu at
Wenijiang, Mangcheng at Dujiangyan, Shuanghe and Zizhu
at Chongzhou, Pixian, Gaoshan and Yandian at Dayi, etc.,
have been seen here, which showed the twilight of Ancient
Shu Civilization. In Shang Dynasty, Sanxingdui (Center of
Ancient Shu Civilization) and Jinsha (Subcenter of Ancient
Shu Civilization) glowed and projected on the coordinates of
the Chinese Civilization. After the end of Duyu Dynasty
(established in Western Zhou Period) since the decline of
Sanxingdui theocratic civilization, a new state characterized
by ritual-music civilization was set up. In the fourth century
B.C., the fifth Emperor of Kai Ming Empire, moved the
capital of Ancient Shu to Chengdu that was named from King
Tai's (Great Ancestral King of Zhou) movement to Qishan,
which became a town in one year and a city in two years.
Since the consolidation of Ancient Shu by Qin in 316 B.C.,
Ancient Shu civilization has been unified into Chinese
civilization. Now, let's look back to the course of history and
make a pilgrimage to the sacred land.

The remarkable Sanxingdui civilization is the earliest
ancient civilization in upper reaches of the Yangtze River,
which is called “one of the greatest archaeological finds in
the 20" century”. Nearly thousand pieces of gold, bronze
and jade wares were unearthed here. Among the bronze
wares, a male standing statue with the height of 2.63m has
never been discovered in any cultural sites of the Shang and
Zhou Dynasty, and it is even rarely seen in the world's
ancient cultural relics in the same period; and a 3.84m
bronze holy tree was the world's biggest bronze sculpture in
the same period. In addition, bronze masks with extruding
eyes and all kinds of bronze masks reveal the mystery of

religious beliefs in Ancient Shu civilization with their peculiar

modeling style. The exquisite carving with decorative pattern




