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fEXS: 366000

“Studies show that 70% of traffic accidents occur less than 10 miles from
people’s homes. This statistic indicates that drivers have a tendency to drive less
cautiously when they are close to their homes, probably because of familiar
surroundings that give them a false sense of security. Thus, the places where people
feel safest are the places where they are, in fact, at greatest risk of serious injury.”

Read the passage above and write an essay of 250-300 words in response to what
is stated in the short passage.

You should:

(1) discuss whether you agree or disagree with the opinion in the report and

(2) explain the reasons for the position you take.

Fs "z ¥R FH S
66 B Hepg e K2 452 90

Dangers in a Safe Place?

In this argument, the author concludes that where people feel safest are the places
that are most dangerous. To support his conclusion, the author cites studies showing
that in many traffic accidents, at least one driver involved is near his home. This
argument suffers several unsubstantiated assumptions, which render it unconvincing as
it stands.

Firstly, the author unfairly assumes that the drivers, who involved the traffic
accidents and who were near their homes, were the causer of the accidents. However,
no evidence is provide to justify this assumption. As a common sense, traffic accidents
usually involve more than one car. Lacking the evidence showing that the causers were
driver who were near their homes, it is entirely possible that they were only the
casualties. Furthermore, they were perhaps only taking cars that involved accidents
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and they were not driving the cars. Either scenario, if is true, will greatly undermine
the author’s conclusion.

Secondly, the author assumes that it is familiar surroundings that give drivers a
false sense of security and cause accidents. However, the author fails to prove this
assumption. There might other factors that give rise to the accidents and that should be
considered and eliminated. For example, the drivers were in a hurry and just wanted to
go home as quick as possible. Moreover, drivers might want to greet their friends since
they were more likely to meet their friends near their home. Without eliminating these
possibilities, the author’s conclusion that familiar surroundings give drivers a false
sense of security that contributes to the accidents is unjustified.

Finally, the author commits a fallacy of hasty generalization: the mere fact that
drivers tend to feel safe near their home is insufficient to support the conclusion that
the places that make people feel safest are the most dangerous places actually. There
might be many other cases showing that the places making people feel safe are
actually the safest places. For example, people feel safer at home than outside, and it is
certainly that people tend to be hurt outside and is less likely to encounter danger at
home. Also, people in their own countries feel safer than in foreign countries, and if
they don’t know foreign languages, it is very likely for them to meet difficulties in
foreign countries. In short, without considering other possibilities, the author’s
conclusion that all places that make people feel safe are the most dangerous places is
irrational.

In sum, this argument is unwarranted. To bolster it, the author would provide
specific evidence to justify that it is the familiar surroundings that cause the accidents.
To get a better evaluation of it, | would also need evidence showing that all things are
equal to the traffic accident.
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