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Writing is a major challenge, if not a major problem, for many of our col-
lege students. Scientific writing in English presents additional challenge for our
graduate students, as well as some of our university faculties. To meet such chal-
lenge, Professor Merlin Hu of National Chung Hsing University has spent more
than three years to write this book, “Scientific Writing in English and Examples
of Common Mistakes.” This book is original and is one of a kind in Taiwan.
All chapters in this book provide actual examples of common problems encoun-
tered during scientific writing in English and suggest solutions to these prob-
lems. In particular, Chap 2 dealing with Chinese English, Chapter 3 dealing with
verb tense in scientific writing and Chapter 4 dealing with Articles and
Uncountable Nouns are unique in providing very helpful writing tips for our stu-

dents and even for our faculties.

I went to the states when I was 18 and spent 23 years there before I became
a faculty in Chang Gung University (E%ﬁﬁé), I have read many books for
English writing and I have found this book very readable and helpful. I strongly
recommend to those who want to excel in English writing. In addition, “Glob-
alization” (E[FE{L) is currently a very important mission for our Ministry of
Education. All universities in Taiwan, particularly those 12 universities funded
(including National Chung Hsing University) by the Ministry of Education in the
University Up-Grade Program (715 71 /5 {838 M THAR K ZEH#]), work very
hard toward this end. Professor Merlin Hu’s book will certainly make a signifi-

cant contribution toward this mission.

Daniel Tsun-Yee Chiu, Ph.D
Professor and Dean of Student Affairs
Chang Gung University

A, A % &R W
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Publish or Perish

sk SRIKT

1.1 B{TEEE B IZFR < (Why publish our works?)

FE[E] K 5% Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790) #ti# : [ Death and taxes are
the only two certain things in life (A% R H R E 69 F — AHAo
©) 1 BIRRIEKIN S - B85 HEENET - heR2 R - il
#tA& : [Publish or perish ( NFERFLIAT )] °

ETRE TERY R A A A SR EBAAISERE S SR & o B RE AN B A
i am AL AL OIS L S {F AN AT - TSR AR SRR R A RE B (SR B AU FHER 5K
UImERIBR S

EHRVFEIERI 2R IR E - Tk RAIF IS FETTHIGERT - FE3E
aa R HIRHER R R DS SCEE RS I f BB BR A T A re B 522t - (AL - #
BRSO SR VERE AR E — (IR SRAIRCR AL -

T KB 86 F0F - A A ] RibiEB ERM K H i fmIL
B A= KPR FAMRAL - g -

A7 ERaLEE] 2—FIERGERMAINK - EhEZ A
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AKERARTEARFARRBEGR L RET & ERIFEALE
HEBERRPAARB B4 - (HFMA > KE86F)

1.2 RIBFREVAZNEIR LBV \B& (The Modern Eight-Legged Essay)

BEEPRE TR CEFHEBER) (BEFEERZ3) —FBHER
MRHE S SO E AR B P RHER R AR /B S < 22 IR EIEE » |’
BRSO AMEE Rk - (E8E TRiS s~ THHREEGZED -~ TR
A TETEm D o I EH AT /U S (The eight-legged essay) F EEIHERL »
KRBT RREM R TEE AN BAEFBIFAIRE S - K2 » BRHEGR SO /A
fErE Al B E RN (AFE BT (originality) FIP] E#E M (Reproducibil-
ity)) o T R B fhE SR 25 B B2y SR T i 52 -

1.3 GQEBEFIE (Peer review)

o B G SN 8 AL B R P AR Y (R R 1AL » JR BN EAFIRY £ (3R
FFEMMmMIBER) RREMRETHEFETIEAMEE (BHZ2-3
N) e St EEEEA /AR - (HEEYHEZ - AR TAESIEIELrAIHHE -

®_ epmvamnmxoss

i
EB{175® (Thesis or dissertation) 218E= P94 3 BEB2IEN
MBRNHRY - — =2 ESAHRFEE - BB AHRBENS
BLUREZEMNHRS -

BMmGBEEERNABNRESEEHE (—REFLHE
& - MBERBSEREVIRE) - FNBHE @ BHAmXEEEEE
PRI - MR R2HRE - It - E8amXERREHATIZ
BIEBIILURMBAICR -

#13% @ Thesis #° Dissertation #1345 %4234 L - M H 8T A 92123 » Mtk
HAEEBRAFI/HE LA/ -
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1.4 RIBRB/EE B BYRSRE (Common problems in scientific writing)

Aam SR AFE I SCRAE » HEARZOREHR » Kb AR o SXXaFiy
ANFESC & LLBUAT BE B 5 R0 « 0% 5 i Bl v SO HHFEI R3S
X > FAlRFZ (K110 BEEHY) - mHERERETG - KILIEREE RIS
AL BER E B S SRR FELIEAR - TR — g2 E HILAIESR -

1.4.1 & H 9 A~BH (Unclear questions or objectives)

— R ]CEE FREAE » RS R - BRI Rt AR 0 K
B AHLEC EARR R RE - thEral & i« TEF2 i seal A BB it 14
FILIE » A5 A 2E ERRE - ) FEH E - (B AREREEE -
FRALIRRESHIERE » TRA M) AR EFRERFZME « KL - M
R E R R RERIRE ] -

1.4.2 Ri{EiEE (No hypothesis)
—RXEREIEEERA MRy ARG EESREE - than
[A—1Ey2H H AR iRFE (A study or a research project without a hypothesis

is like a journey without a destination) °

HERFGEEAGR © TAURBEFERGE R AT LB T 1 - SRk
B IR (AR REMAET - AR —HA FAFE L8 552 se B fE 5 FIERET
(Some may say that it is not worth doing the research, if we knew what to expect
or what was going to happen in advance. This is not what modern science is all
about because a research can only be useful when it is well conceived and well

planned, and when is based on extensive and careful review of the literature) °

W FeaRaT L ZHRETR (i E B AVEE IR AR EeRE TR - K - BESR T{ERERJ
e —TEEAHIGEE » (HERHEE AT BURAYZ A K% (The research must
be designed in such a way that it can directly examine the assumption or hypoth-
esis that has been proposed. Thus, a hypothesis does not violate the objectivity

of science even though it is proposed before the start of a research.) °

1.4.3 BAAITE: ~ H3Z A HH (Not original, unclear newness)

2GR SCEGHE > /1B What is new? 2 A ENITF IR S
R - FTEA—EEZH TG 5 ATLMECFHERRBHK -

g TiE{@EfERE (BFfE) MAREPE] — This problem (or contradic-



®
\v R B R EERRG BT
I\ A SREEBLIRT 21T

tion) has not been resolved. 3{#& [ HAERHBEH|M G4 ) — The mechanism
underlying the action is unclear. ZII52—7E %% : “This has not been reported”
¢ “This is the first report on.” » ANEIRMZEIR/IVL » KA ARATREER
B DoE T o HREIMRERE -

1.4.4 ") FNE¥ % K 43 BH (Poor sentence and paragraph structure)

TR ~ A)FRAL ~ Bg L BB AR RaVfEE - KikiE
SERRENTAE & T LIEEAERET » W HAAERT A ©

1.4.5 BB Bk » 2 REkZZEA R ELF; (Lose the forest for the trees)

W)ERE H LR 55— TE BE R AN 5 G P 1S OSSR - T IR A A SR AKET
a1 RE » K SCEE A FE 1 AEN » A0 AIFT = (An inexperienced writer
often discusses the results rather than answers the question by using the results
obtained. Consequently, a discussion may be very long but is in fact “no

points™ ) ©

Etie TRE AR 8 THEKZ A R E3 ) o (This is what is

known as Lose the forest for the trees” ) °

. ﬁ E B EL T (Squid technique)

@
rEgsm) PRBREFIZRBHAR @ MEELDE[E GBEE
EREERLBENRR) OMERTB2R “REEM” - TNENFT
EBNHER -

A technique in writing a Discussion is to provide minor or
unimportant details and to not answer the questions (often
because there are no clear questions). This is known as
squid technique or squid strategy.

1.5 AEHSmLIER
1. —RRIreEaR SR EAREAIE (originality » JREI#HTE) ~ ¥EREME (accuracy) ~



E1E BEN RRRERT HReSEE \v
SicEEBHRT 817 “\ A

FHIE (objectivity) ~ NMRTE (impartiality) ~ FIE&FEVE (verifiability) ~ LUK
AJFEVE (readability) (5| H TR SCEFL) (BFERZ4) -

2. PIEEE FLHY SR SR FRIEEEE © RIREAEA (Unclear questions or objec-
tives) ~ KifiR{EER (No hypothesis) ~ a] 55 A FFIEL# ~BH (Poor sentence
and paragraph structure) ~ HHEEE DL S BRET (Squid techniques) 55 ©

3. BB SE 85 1F ° Robert Day {Ef1 511 “How to write and publish a
scientific paper” Z5VURRATE L3R :

“It is wise to begin writing the paper while the work is still in progress.
This makes the writing easier because everything is fresh in your mind.
Furthermore, the writing process itself is likely to point to inconsistency in

results or perhaps to suggest interesting sidelines that might be followed.”

18 BRI R E R M AR AT — BT — 8 R X - SR GBS S
7o RIS H AT EAEMAIH7EERIE R o LIt - E8RER TRES ST
AN B & Z BE T HE B IR RSO E 2 9% » 5 H & ] LIS a8k -

) —BFRR— BT

&

ENHMREMSAHER - ARESBIFARERES
EEEXNRENFIEATHIIERAXY @ AtHmXATERZH
> MisRIEES L - BARHRAIEREHNEEXOHGIE - B8R
SOAZENEHGERENEREF RSB HIRAH

FPIBUEZEHARNBRBILNS—BRER : 58FIER
2FBFCIEERRR T T ERRAIEHRBIRRR - 158FIRT
BIEF  EESRIRVEMOREMIE  sIRRBECER KM
SHER) TIPS+ 0 % -

4. ZFEEAH 2 THFEEZEEID (Instructions for authors) » AJfE FPERFA D -

PAMERE AR BN F R SCAT] 2 1% » 58 Gatalaz TR SAa 850 -
S B LR RN T & T FAR IS SR SR R B



