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| am delighted to be able to offer a contribution to this publication on Fashion Trends Forecasting, that coincides with the Donghua University
Intemational Fashion Symposium and Fashion Week in Shanghai.

I have been interested in the development of intemational fashion cities and the historical themes which link and underpin them for several years.
Alongside other historians and cultural geographers | have argued for an acknowledgement of pre—conditions beyond the simple production of clothes that
signify the rise of the fashion city idea. These include the emergence of modem forms of retailing and consumption from the mid eighteenth—century onwards.
Such innovatory practices of commerce and display were concentrated in different and competing sites across the globe, but their development was marked
at different stages in Paris and London, then Berlin and New York, followed by Milan and Tokyo. The economic and symbolic systems of trade introduced
over the same period also saw the ordering of the fashion industry shaped around intemational networks of competition and exchange, sometimes as an
aspect of colonial expansion. This coincided with an increased circulation of stylistic codes for the exotic and the luxurious amongst key cities. In a sense
fashion emerged as a cuttural and political force to rival state architecture, exhibition and event culture, urban planning and tourism in defining a sense of place.
Added to this, the expansion of the modem fashion media, through printed books and magazines, film, television and latterty the world wide web has become
a defining factor in influencing popular understandings of generic fashion cities.

The symbolic ordering of fashion cities has become a key influence on the ways in which contemporary fashion is understood in an urban context and
vice versa and the present situation is highly fluxive and experiential. The rhetoric of the twenty—first century fashion city is now an expansive one, where the
urban geographies of fashion are invented and reinvented constantly. The evocation of Paris, London, New York and Milan seems a relic of the last century.
San Paolo, Mumbai and of course Shanghai now offer dynamic altematives. Supported by civic, entrepreneurial, technological and educational innovation,

the new fashion city productively opens up the connections and tensions between longer histories and future projections in exciting ways and re—orientates
our notion of what fashion is.
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