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Preface

Impression of Eastern Henan Province, which contains 120 drawings of places of historic interest and intangible
cultural heritage, records the present moment and a moment in history by means of sketches and brief captions.

“Eastern Henan” refers to the administrative areas of Shanggiu, Kaifeng and Zhoukou, which are the three pro-
vincial-level cities in the east part of Henan Province, and their subsidiary counties. The Huanghuai Plain, where east-
ern Henan is situated, has bred the Yellow River civilization and is one of the birthplaces of Chinese national culture.

Shanggiu, the ancient capital city of six dynasties, has a history synchronized with China’s 5,000-year civiliza-
tion. The mastery of fire starting by Suirenshi here ended the primitive human barbarism history. This ancient city is
the origin of the Shang Tribe and the birthplace of merchant, commerce and business culture.

Kaifeng, also called Bian, is an ancient capital of eight dynasties and a core city in the Central Plains Economic
Zone. During the Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127), in particular, Dongjing (Kaifeng) was China’s political, eco-
nomic and cultural center and one of the world’s most flourishing cities at the time.

Zhoukou, located in the heart of the Huanghuai Plain, was originally an important port on the Shaying River.
Waters from here flow through the Huaihe River, the Yangtze River past Nanjing and enter the ocean at Shanghai.
Zhoukou is the hometown of Fuxi and Lao-tzu, making it an important birthplace of the Chinese culture.

Having dedicated much time to compiling data, investigating customs and sketching, I am deeply proud of the
profound historical and cultural relics in eastern Henan Province. Meanwhile, I deeply regret the disappearance of
some historical and cultural relics and feel that the fate of some ancient structures, which have not been included in
the cultural relic protection scope, is worrying. I hope that the publication of this book will attract more people’s atten-
tion to historical and cultural heritage.

Folk culture is an important carrier of national spirit and a major part of the national culture. The folklore of the
Central Plains is a source of Chinese civilization. The folk culture of eastern Henan Province, in particular, represents
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the characteristics of overall Chinese culture. The folklore presented in this book is just a very small part of the rich
and colorful folk culture of the eastern Henan Province. Presented in the form of sketches, it is far from the full mean-
ing of the folk characteristics of the region. Since there are no boundaries in the arts, I look forward to comments,
criticism and corrections from my colleagues.

That’s why I wrote this preface to share my opinions with readers.

Wang Jinzhi
December 8", 2014
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