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In front of a bronze statue of Hans Christian Anderson in
Copenhagen in 2011 d
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Jiang Jianwen

Illustrator, watercolorist, art book editor, gourmet

Member of China Artists Association. senior editor, chief editor of Zhejiang People’s Fine Arts
Press

Artworks have been selected for the National Exhibition of Fine Arts many times

Piglet’s Birthday Banquet was a silver-medal winner at the 7th National Exhibition of Fine Arts:
it went into the collection of the National Art Museum of China and was awarded the Art Prize
issued by Hangzhou Municipal Government.

Magic Brush, an illustration artwork, was selected for the 11th National Exhibition of Fine Arts in
2009.

The Story of Flving Mouse was selected for the 12th National Exhibition of Fine Arts in 2014,

Since 2009, illustrations have been selected for the Exhibition of Artworks of 15 Contemporary
Chinese Master Illustrators for Children’s Books; the exhibition has been staged in the Frankfurt
Book Fair as part of activities in celebration of the Year of China and cities across Germany.
Greek, Russia and Turkey.

In 2012, Jiang’s illustrations were displayed at the Exhibition of China’s Contemporary Children’s
Illustrations and Picture Books held respectively at the British Museum and the Millennium
Gallery. Jiang as a representative of Chinese illustrators participated in the Forum on Children’s
Picture Books Art in China and Western Countries and made a speech there.
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Piglet's Birthday Banquet (a set of four), watercolor paper
{ ) q pap

pencils, watercolor
A silver medal winner at the 7th National Exhibition of Fine Arts
and now is in the collection of the National Art Museum of China
A winner of Art Prize issued by Hanazhou Municipal Government



Setting Imagination Free in the Fairytale World
The Essence of an lllustrator

Jiang Jianwen

The Chinese characters “#fE " comes from the English word illustration, referring to creative artworks
in publications created and designed to go with the text or convey the spirit of the story. Illustration is part
of image creating art. It was books that gave birth to illustration. In the western tradition. illustration also
includes charts and symbols. Traditionally, illustration refers to hand-made drawing. However, as science and
technology advance, illustration now includes digitally made images. Picture books refer to books that tell a
story in pictures with few words or even without any words.

Picture books are widely considered as the best platform for an illustrator to showcase his art.

As an illustrator, I have been dallying with visual images on the platform for nearly 30 years. | have built
up a private collection of nearly 1,000 original artworks of my own in my study. Each of these is about half a
newspaper page in size. | received the first payment of 300 yuan for my illustrations published in two pages in
Little Conch Bugle, a 24mo magazine for children published by Zhejiang Children Press. It was a fortune at a
time when a normal monthly salary for an editor like me was no more than 40 yuan.

It would take a day or two to do an illustration from beginning to end. The routine was like this: | would
sit at the desk in a chair made taller by a few books on the seat. With a number of brush-pens in different
sizes and different strokes, | made strokes and applied colors. The broad bowl, which 1 had picked up from a
Longquan kiln site and have been using for washing the brush-pens, shows the wear and tear of these years.

[Nustrating children’s books used to be a job for putting meals on the table for my family. Today it is part
of nty life, my value, a pure land of my heart and soul.

While making an illustration on paper, I become merged with what is in the illustration: now I fly through
the cosmos, now I wander across the land: now 1 am very tiny whereas flowers and grass look like giant trees
and dogs and cats look like huge animals; now I play an ancient melody on the Gugin in moonlight and now
I'subdue monsters and dragons in the labyrinth of fortresses and pagodas in the west. This is the play of the
mind. It is enjoyable and it tests the limits of one’s imagination. A good illustrator needs a solid knowledge
of almost everything: You must be well versed in literature. You allow your imagination to 2o wild and
unrestrained; you need to be able to create all kinds of images on the solid foundation of sketching; you need
to be skillful in drawing: and you need to have a firm grip on the basics of illustration. And if you want to
illustrate children’s books or create picture books, you need to be full of love and passion, and see and enjoy
the world through the eyes of a child of innocence.

I'am fortunate to be able to let my mind poeticize and fantasize in the fairytale land. Engaged in such a
small niche of art is a way of life for me, an editor of art books by occupation. Yet it is an enjoyable way of
life.

December 2014
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