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June 20, 2016,

Almost every person of literature-reading age in China,
Hong Kong and Taiwan would likely be familiar with Xu
*Zhimo. the early twentieth-century writer who helped lead
Chinese poetry into the modern era. Indeed. Xu Zhimo,
who is my grandfather, is often looked upon as an icon of
modern China, a man who railed against the country’s sti-
fling traditions and ideologies to forge a new path for him-
self. for literature, and by extension. a nation of followers
who scrutinized his every decision.

But few would know of his father (and my great gandfa-
ther), Xu Shenru, an industrialist who achieved remarka-
ble success during his 71 years of life. For this reason, the
Hsu family truly appreciates Mr. Liu Peiliang’s efforts to
communicate Xu Shenru’s achievements to the world.

Xu Shenru developed such businesses as silk manufactur-
ing, electric lighting, power generation., telephone com-
munications, banking and the developing of the country’s
railway lines. Mr. Liu insightfully points out that Xu
Shenru established his family and business base in Xiashi,
a rural area in Zhejiang province. He was not situated in
such metropolises as Shanghai or Beijing. where the oper-

ating of such industry might have been easier. Instead, he



commanded his businesses from a undeveloped area and a
place of relative peace that offered an almost idyllic land-
scape — an environment that would prove formative his
son. Zhimo.

I never met my great grandfather. Xu Shenru passed away
four years before I was born. My eldest sister, Xu Qi. was
only four when he passed away. so none of my siblings or 1
knew him in a meaningful way. What we did know about
our great grandfather was that beyond his impressive suc-
cess as a businessman, he was also a man of rare charac-
ter, compassion and forward vision. We were often told by
our relatives that Xu Shenru was a person who cared great-
ly about humanity in general, not only his clan members
and his business associates, but everyone whose path he
crossed, from the local villagers to the farmers in the
fields. When swarms of insects descended upon local farms
and drought destroyed crops. Xu Shenru provided financial
assistance to the farmers. After a major fire rav.aged Xi-
ashi, he funded firefighting equipment to prevent future
devastation. Xu Shenru was also a significant sponsor of
Nanyang Middle School in Shanghai. Mr. Liu’s book
highlights many meaningful examples of Xu Shenru’s no-
ble qualities.

In terms of vision. he was a key supporter of the Wuchang
Uprising officers and soldiers who fought to topple the
Qing Dynasty. He also understood the significant role the
emerging railroad system would play in modernizing and
connecting China and lobbied tirelessly to make Haining a
major transit point between Hangzhou and Shanghai. thus

bringing prosperity, stability and the future, so to speak.



to his home region. Mr. Liu carefully explores my great-
grandfather’s work and decisions and the effect they had
on the country.

According to this biography. beyond his acumen for busi-
ness and his altruism toward his home region, Xu Shenru
demonstrated his values and character in the decisions he
made. When his only child, Zhimo, had the revelation that
he wanted to study literature instead of economics or poli-
tics, Xu Shenru masked his disappointment and chose to
support his son fully. allowing him to blossom as an art-
ist. When it came time to search for a suitable wife for his
son, Xu Shenru was delighted to come across Zhang
Youyi, who came from a family known not for their vast
wealth but for their intellectual merit. Youyi had been ed-
ucated in a boarding school, having pleaded with her par-
ents for an education, and she showed her own strong
character and honor in her steadfast support of Xu Zhimo
and Xu Shenru and his wife, even after she and Zhimo di-
vorced.

Until now, history has offered Xu Shenru a supporting
role — that of the dutiful and caring businessman father of
the great poet Xu Zhimo. What Liu Peiliang meticulously
the

Father of Poet Xu Zhimo . brings to light is the extraordi-

researched and reported new biography., Xu Shenru

nary man behind the extraordinary poet, casting a glorious
beam on Shenru’s own visionary contributions to an emer-
ging China.

My sisters Xu Qi. Xu Fang. Xu Xing, and I were all very
excited that our great grandfather could step forward to the

front stage of history through the publication of this biog-




raphy. My family and 1 offer Mr. Liu the deepest of
thanks and congratulations for a biography that is not only

substantial and significant but truly insightful as well.

Tony S. Hsu
California, 2016



