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Chinese civilization is the oldest and
the only civilization that has continued
uninterruptedly to the present day in the
world. In the long history of China, Pre-Qin
culture occupied a very important position.
During the Spring and Autumn and the
Warring States periods, social changes
gave birth to an unprecedented expansion
of intellectual thoughts and ideas, and for
the first time in the Chinese history there
emerged an outburst of philosophies and
ideas referred to as the Hundred Schools of
Thought.

The phenomenon of the Hundred
Schools of Thought reflected the prosperity
of cultural and intellectual activities in the
Spring and Autumn and the Warring States
periods. The Hundred Schools of Thought
in Chinese consists of Zhuzi and Baijia,
which denote two different meanings.
Zhuzi refers to intellectual sages, scholars
and thinkers such as Confucius, Laozi,
Zhuangzi, Mencius, who established their

own independent philosophy. And Baijia
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represents many schools of thought such
as Confucianism, Daoism and Legalism.
While Zhuzi refers to persons and Baijia
means schools of thought, these two
terms are often inseparable because a
school of thought must have one or more
representatives who founded the core
theory and spirit of the school so that
the school could be carried forward. For
example, Confucius founded Confucianism
and Laozi Daoism.

Pre-Qin philosophers were world-
famous and prominent scholars in
the Chinese culture. Their schools of
thought played the most influential role
in intellectual enlightenment, exploration
of ideas, and cultural and educational
development in ancient China. Their
philosophies helped ancient Chinese to
understand and transform the world. The
unique charm of the Hundred Schools of
Thought lies in their profound knowledge,
simplicity and naturalistic approach,

which demonstrated the wisdom of ancient
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Chinese and served as the key for later
generations to explore and understand the
Chinese culture.

The Chinese ancient philosophies in the
past 2,000 years of history since the Spring
and Autumn and the Warring States periods

have showed a remarkable staying power

and still maintained a strong influence in the
Chinese culture and the life of the Chinese

people.
This book provides an introduction
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of Pre-Qin philosophers and scholars, their
thought and theories, and their influence
on later generations. The book is aimed to
inspire readers to explore the origins and
the extraordinary depth of the Chinese

traditional culture.
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The Spring and Autumn and the Warring States periods (770
B.C.-221 B.C.) were an era in China when fiefdom lords were
transformed to feudal landlords. During the social unrest and
transformation with the intense struggles between different social
classes, various philosophies and ideas emerged in profusion
such as Confucianism, Legalism, Daoism and Mohism, all of
which formed their own schools, attracted their own disciples and
challenged other philosophical thoughts. This period of exuberant

intellectual creativity was labeled by later generations as the golden

era when “contention of the hundred schools of thought”.
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> Historical Background of

the Hundred Schools
of Thought

The Chinese has always depended on
agriculture for living since the ancient
times. Even today rural population
still consists of over half of the total
population in China. In the Spring and

Autumn and the Warring States periods,
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Copper Utensil with Two Dragon-
head Handles from the Spring and
Autumn Period

This is a copper utensil for food in
ancient China. It was also used as a

ritual vessel. Usually it has a round
shape with two handles.
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A Sketch Map of the Vassal States in the Spring and Autumn Period
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China was divided into many fiefdoms,
all setting their priority in building
a strong foundation in agriculture.
Meanwhile these rival states also focused
on strengthening their military power
with ongoing warfare and conquests. By
the end of the Warring States Period,
seven bigger states were left to fight over
the dominance of the Central Plains.
Eventually the most powerful state of Qin
with economic and military advantages

defeated the other six states and achieved
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Gold Ornament in the Spring and Autumn
Period

the political unity in China. This era
of constant warfare and radical social
changes brought about the prosperity of
great cultural and intellectual expansions
in China characterized by “the contention
of hundred schools of thought”.

In the Spring and Autumn Period the
wide use of iron tools greatly increased
productivity. Some noble families began
to use iron farming tools to cultivate
wasteland in a large scale resulting in
the rapid increase of privately-owned
land. Meanwhile extensively used in
agricultural production was the ox-
drawn plough, which not only improved
farming efficiency, but also freed a lot of
manpower potential for other industries.
After the mid Spring and Autumn Period
in particular large quantities of copper
coinage had already been circulated in
many vassal states and in turn promoted
development of handicraft industry and
commerce. As a result many wealthy
merchants emerged and with active
participation in state affairs, they become
an indispensible political force at that
time. Advances in agriculture, handicraft
industry and commercial development
changed the balance of different social
forces and established a solid economic

foundation for the emerging of different



