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PREFACE

Ezhou is a famous cultural city with a long history. With its beautiful landscape and fertile land. it is
an ideal place for both living and business. Early as in the neolithic era more than 5,000 vears ago. our
forefathers have been living here. It was called State of Fan during the era of Youyu and the Xia Dynasty.
and State of E in the era of the Shang Dynasty. During the period of the West Zhou Dynasty. Xiong Qu,
the monarch of the State of Chu, conferred the title Prince of £ upon his son Xiong Hong and ordered the
building of the city of Prince E. As a result. the place became another capital of the State of Chu. During the
period of Qin and Han Dynasties, the county of £ was set up here. During the period of Three Kingdoms. Sun
Quan, the king of the State of Wu, changed the name of the place from the county of E into Wuchang. which
contained the meaning of "rising to prosperity through armed struggle”. Sun Quan built up his capital here
and established his imperial cause and supreme reign here. Later. Wuchang became the seat of either county
government or prefecture government until 1914, when it was changed into Echeng County. In 1983, it was
transformed from a county into Ezhou City.

The long history of Ezhou has given birth to its splendid culture of rich and unique cultural heritages.
During the third national archaeological survey in Ezhou. 473 cultural relics sites including 3 national key
cultural relics protection units, and 16 provincial cultural relies protection units. Because of these valuable

cultural heritages, Ezhou has been honoured as the "Famous Historical and Cultural City in Hubei". "City of
Cultural Relies in Hubei".ete.

Founded in 1959, Ezhou Museum is a government—funded local comprehensive museum. whose total
collection of cultural relics rank the second among the prefecture—level museums in the province. There
are more than 70,000 items of various kinds of cultural relics from neolithic age, Shang Dynasty. Zhou
Dynasty. East Zhou Dynasty, Three Kingdoms period. Six Dynasties, and Tang and Song Dynasties. including
potieries. porcelains. bronze wares. iron wares, gold articles, silverware. Jade ornaments. stone objects.
lacquered wares, wood objects, bamhboo and wood slips. calligraphy. paintings .and documents .

Among pottery and porcelains, the colored potteries of Longshan Culture more than 4000 years ago
demonstrate the ingenious artistic imagination and exquisite pottery crafismanship of our ancestors. The
porcelain culture and its position in the capital of the State of Wu during Three Kingdoms period is revealed
in a panoramic manner in porcelain articles of Three Kingdoms period and Six Dynasties, such as porcelain
granary and courtyard, gate tower of general Sun, four— string pot, tray— mouthed pot. lion— shaped sockets.

froe— shaped jar, inkstone with a three—legged lid. tiger cubs. cocoon—shaped flat pot. five connected pots,
2 ped 28 2 | I |



storehouse, cooking stove, musicians, and ox—cart. And porcelain granary and courtyard, gate tower of
general Sun, five connected lamps. incense burner, and cocoon— shaped flat pot can be called masterpieces.

Bronze wares include the imposing and precious bronze musical instruments of Shang and Zhou
dynasties. such as bronze chimes, knob bells, wine vessels like Gu, Jue, sacrificial vessels like Ding, Dui,
pot, Lei. plate, weapons like Qin—style sword, iron sword with gold inscription, compound sword, dagger—
axe, and spear. There are also ingeniously conceived everyday utensils of the Han Dynasty, Three Kingdoms
period and Six Dynasties, which reflect the unique custom of the time. For example, mirrors, Jiaodou, iron,
bronze lamps. and so on. What are especially worth mentioning are the year—numbering bronze mirrors with
inscriptions of "Huang Chu", "Huang Wu", "Huang Long ", and "Chi Wu", which reflect the position of
Ezhou — the town of ancient bronze mirrors —— as the center of mirror—making in the State of Wu during
Three Kingdoms period.

Carefully selected cultural relics of gold, silver, Jade and gem articles from the Shang and Zhou Dynasties
as well as from the periods of Three Kingdoms and Six Dynasties are all exquisitely and ingeniously crafted.
They form a feast to the eye. The collection has especially displayed the gold and jade articles from Shang,
Zhou, Three Kingdoms period, and Six Dynasties. Among them, jade discs, semi— circular jade pendant,
penannular jade ring, gold amulet, Tianlu, elephant, frog, pot, and other gold ornaments are all masterpieces
of gold. silver and jade items from the Han Dynasty, the periods of Three Kingdoms and Six Dynasties.

The extremely elaborate emblazonry and exquisite modeling of lacquered wood plates and ear—
shaped cups during the Han Dynasty and the period of Three Kingdoms give off an extraordinary, strange,
romantic and unrestrained charm. The excavation of inseribed wooden tablets is an important archeological
discovery in Ezhou during the past two decades. They present a panoramic view of the social life in ancient
time, which has remained unknown to us.

Celebrities and refined scholars good at calligraphy, painting or both, such as Li Yangbing, Huang
Tingjian. Yang Shoujing, and Liu Yong. were all household names. Their calligraphic works, paintings and
writings were admired by their contemporaries.

The newly constructed Ezhou Museum (Museum of the Capital of State of Wu during the period of Three
Kingdoms) covers an area of 45mu. It has a total structure area of more than 20,000 square meters, among
which the exhibition area is nearly 10,000 square meters. The building and arrangement of the museum is
conducted in accordance with the standards for first—class museums of the country. Inside the main building
there are six exhibition halls: the History and Culture of E and Chu, the History and Culture of Three
Kingdoms period. Bronze Mirrors, the Folk Culture of Ezhou. Calligraphy and Painting, Celebrities in Ezhou.
Oriented (o the wide public and tourism. the exhibition suits to both refined and popular tastes. Built in
imitation of elevated terrace of the Han dynasty, the museum takes on an imperial look of the ancient capital

of State of Wu. Imposing and majestic, the museum has become a window to transmit the history, spread



civilization, and impart knowledge, and the palace of culture and art for people to know about the history,
appreciate art and aesthetics, and have recreation.

In order to express our thankfulness to the leaders at all levels and people of various circles in the society
for their care and supports during the past years, we have, on the occasion of the opening ceremony of this
new museum, selected more than 150 most important items from the collection of the museum and edited and
published this Picture Book of Best Cultural Relics Collected in Ezhou Museum. In the future, the museum
will make full use of the exhibition and display facilities of the new museum and make full use of the best
cultural relies collected in the museum. On the basis of the collection and protection and scientific research
of cultural relics. the museum will strengthen its efforts in holding exhibitions, expand channels of exchange
with the outside world, and reveal more cultural relies to the publie so that they can appreciate cultural
relics, know about art, and keep in touch with the history at a close distance. We will strive to make bronze
mirrors of Ezhou and the capital of Wu in the period of Three Kingdoms into a cultural namecard to showcase
the image of Ezhou.

We will make full use of the exhibition and new facilities in future. On the basis of the collection,
protection and scientific research of relics, the museum will strengthen its efforts in holding exhibitions,
expand channels of exchange, and reveal more relics to the public so that they can appreciate cultural relics,
know about art, and keep in touch with the history at a close distance.

We are expecting that from here, you start a journey to travel through Ezhou, understand Ezhou and

witness its development!
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