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Bl = Preface

The Chinese nation adores wood.
Since ancient times, wood has been
an indispensable raw material in the
life of Chinese people. From wooden
building and wooden furniture

to various other kinds of
woodenware, wood
has been closely
linked with Chinese
people’ s daily life.
Chinese people’ s
love of wood mainly
stems from its natural
origin, which gives
natural beauty and
quality to its color,
grain, and texture.

In addition, wood
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is neither too soft nor too hard and is
therefore easy to process and carve.

Chinese people not only use
wood, love wood, but have also
imprinted on woodwork profound
cultural charm. Finely ground and
precisely carved, the wooden artwork
records every detail of the thousand—
year—old Chinese culture and
history. In form of tasteful wooden
furniture, majestic or exquisite
wooden buildings, or woodwork of
various kinds, they bear witness to
the wisdom of Chinese people as well
as the time—honored culture of the
Chinese nation.

With elegant pictures and essays,
this book introduces the wooden
buildings, wooden furniture, as well
as art and culture of wood carving of
China. It will surely bring the readers
one step closer to the understanding
of wood, wood culture of China, and

even China as a whole.
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Long-standing Wood Culture
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Chinese people have been loving and adoring wood since the ancient
times. Such affection has lasted for several millenniums. For the
ancient Chinese, wood is the source of life. It originates in spring
from Mother Nature, fitting in well with Chinese people’ s pursuit
of the unity of man and nature. Therefore, they have used wood
to the exquisite limit and created countless works of art that are
magnificent and grandiose, simple and pure, and skilful and dainty ---
Wood has been used to make buildings, furniture, and articles of

everyday use. It is a material closely linked with people’ s daily life.

Consequently, wood culture has been thriving.
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An oil painting about the life of the
primitives

The primitives made stick from wood to kill wild
animals for food or to protect their fellows,

> Time-honored Wood

Culture of China

The ancient Chinese planted trees for
wood. Their marvelous skills turned
wood into houses, furniture, and carved
utensils. Wood has infiltrated into every
aspect of people’ s daily life: eating,
dressing, living, tool using, and traveling.
It is safe to say that Chinese people have

a millennium relationship with wood.

From Fire Making by Drilling Wood
to Tree Felling for House Building

The primitive men used wood first as
fuel after their discovery of the dead
animals killed by forest fire. Since then,
they began to eat cooked food. Later,
they began to drill a hard piece of wood
against another to get the spark for
starting a fire. Then, they found out that
a fallen tree could support their thatched

huts, giving them better shelters against
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wind, rain, and coldness. Gradually,
they put wood to more and more uses.
However, house building remained the
prime usage of wood. In fact, human
civilization started just from the most

primitive thatched houses.

Origin of the Chinese Character X
(wood)

The ancient Chinese character Oracle
Bone Script (Jiaguwen), is pictograph.
[Jiaguwen: The earliest Chinese character
in a relatively complete system, are the

inscriptions on bones or tortoise shells

appeared in the Shang Dynasty (1600

* R AREREER
A thatched hut of the primitives
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B.C.-1046 B.C.).] The character A&
(wood) was among the earliest Jiaguwen
words. It has a vivid tree-like shape, with
the upper part representing the branches
and the lower part as the roots.

Chinese people always love the
beauty of the straight lines. Chinese
calligraphy, in particular, combines the
communication function and aesthetic
value of characters. The character K
(wood) contains a horizontal, a vertical,
a left-falling stroke, and a right-falling
stroke, all being straight lines. They form
a rouge shape of a house as together.
Through the column and beam, we can
see a world of wood.

Putting two characters A (wood)

together side by side makes a new

) QO BN

HEX =X INEE MRFH
Oracle Bone Bronze Script Small Seal Script Modemn
Script (Jiaguwen), (Jinwen), (Xiaozhuan), a character
inscriptions on inscriptions on style of Chinese pattern

bones or tortoise ancient bronze calligraphy

shells objects

- KT FHER

Development of the character A (wood)
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The Hall of Central Harmony in the Imperial Palace (Forbidden City), Beijing
The tilting roofs are like a left-falling stroke and a right-falling stroke, showing the complete beauty of

the lines.
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character #& , which means woods.
Interesting enough, piling three & (wood)
up will get the character # , which is
safe to guess it must be forest. Therefore,
you can see Chinese word #& # (forest)
is made up of nothing but five & (wood)
The ancient Chinese felled trees from
the forest and used the wood to build
houses and make furniture and articles
of everyday use. Many modern Chinese
characters, especially those for the
articles made of wood, have A& (wood) as

a component.
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An ancient cart in Suizhou Huihe Mansion
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Wood and Yin-Yang and Five
Elements

The theory of Yin- Yang and Five
Elements is the most influential one
in ancient China. The ancient people
believed that nature was composed of
five elements, namely Metal, Wood,
Water, Fire, and Earth. Of them, Wood
was regarded as the ruling element of
the east and the foundation of the way
in the universe. Wood also dictated
spring, boosted growth, and represented
the thriving force of life. With the rise
and fall of the Five Elements come the
endless changes, the circulation of the
universe and all the things in it.
Meanwhile, Chinese people have
an extremely firm attachment to their
families. They treated home as a place for
rest and recuperation and the society as a
big family composed of millions of small
families. The ancient people regarded
wood as the foundation of their home,
because none of the elements of their
home, such as its building, layout, and

environment, could do without wood.

Tree Felling

As far back as the primitive society,

mankind began felling trees to get wood
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A carpenter is making wooden furniture
with a plane.

for house building.

In ancient China, tree felling was
done in a well-planned way. At first, the
ancient people felled trees only in winter
when they had few farm works and were
free of harassment from bugs. Then, with
their knowledge about trees accumulating,
people began felling different types of
trees in different seasons. Generally
speaking, ordinary trees are good to be
felled in April or July.

When felling trees, the first thing
for the ancient people was to choose a
direction the tree will fall down. They
did this to avoid damaging seedlings
and young trees in the vicinity, and to
guarantee lumberers’ safety. And it
would be easier to move big logs. Then,
they cleared away all the obstacles
around and cut out a safe transport path.
After the tree was felled down, they cut
the branches and twigs off the trunk
and sawed it into different lengths of
bucking, also known as log. Finally, they
transported the logs out of forest by using
icy path, river, chute, draught animals,
carts, or labour power depending on the
weather or circumstance conditions.

Carpenters made beams, columns,
rafters, doors, and windows out of logs

and then built up houses. More than
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that, they also made furniture, musical
instruments, carts and boats. Their hard
work created a glorious world of Chinese
woodwork. With such contribution, wood
is not only the product of trees, but a

friend to human.
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Lu Ban

Lu Ban, a skilful craftsman in the state of Lu in the Spring and Autumn Period (770 B.C.
- 476 B.C.), was the founder of Chinese carpentry. Once, during a trip up the mountain,
his finger was cut open by a blade of grass. He wondered why the grass blade was so
sharp. A close look revealed that the blade was lined on both sides with even serrations.
Later, Lu Ban invented saw by imitating the serrations on the grass blade. Since
then, Chinese wood culture has been greatly developed and widely spreaded. Lu Ban
also made many other inventions in architecture, carpentry, and instrument making,
including the building tools such as bevel gauge, plane, drill, and shovel. In addition,
Lu Ban was good at carving as well.
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> Unique Qualities of Wood

Wood originates from the tree, especially
the tree trunk. Tree trunk consists of bark,
cambium, xylem layer, and pith. Wood
has been widely used by people because

of its many unparalleled features.

From Nature

Chinese people have been following
the way of harmony and cherishing

Mother Nature since the ancient times.

» RFHZ%
A wooden Buddhist rosary
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Bark: It is the outer layer of the tree
trunk.

ElE: NTHESAREZE, BRE
MF, ERENAMALEL,
Cambium: Between bark and xylem, cambium

covers the entire tree trunk. The wood of cambium
is not robust.
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Structure of tree trunk
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Xylem layer: It is the main part of the tree
trunk and also the main body of wood. The
xylem layer close to the inner layer is mature

wood while that close to the outer layer is the
poorly-lignified wood.

BEl: BRI, RLFRTF R RE
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b, MBI, SFRSEL.

Pith: It is in the center of the tree trunk or
somewhere nearby. The coloris deeper or

lighter than xylem layer. It has a loose and
soft texture and is apt to crack or rot.
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