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PREFACE

It is interesting to note that when Westerners needed the help of super-
natural powers, they made up instruments like the magic sword, the fiary’s
'magic wand, the Graal, etc. These instruments would enable their owner
to do extraordinary acts of valour. In the East, the idea of instruments
did not occur but one thought of increasing the resistance of the body,
or developping some sixth sense, giving bare hands incredible powers. These
different attitudes show exactly what opposes East and West. The first
needs outside assistance and does not trust himself, the latter feels anything
he needs he will find in his own ressources.

It is thinkable that all the possible ideas about philosophy have occured
to men, long ago, whether in the East or in the West. One may always
find a Greek who said what a Chinese had also said, or vice-versa. Even who
antedates whom in a concept is quite immaterial. But, what is important
is that East and West did not react in the same way to the same ideas and
this is the reason there seems to be such a gap between Eastern and Western
philosophies.

According to C.G. Jung, the West is masculine, active, extrovert while
the East is feminine, receptive and introvert. Of course, Jong cautions us
against taking these characteristics too dogmatically. He also points out
that whereas the West looks at causes and effects, the East has another
approach which is the passing of time, synchronicity. This is why the Chi-
nese see the world not as a stable event but as a permanently changing aspect
of things.

With these two opposites, Western man thingks of taking immediate
physical action where Eastern man adapts human psychology to his environ-

ment, trying not to violate its laws.

As a Westerners and a student of Chinese culture, it took me many



years to understand deeply - in myself - this opposition. The difficulty
was the greatest because, most of the time, dictionaries do not tell why
some words used in ancient texts are not others which would seem to
make more sense. Decrypting ancient Chinese texts may be something
of a heartbreak to the lonely student. Thankfully, | met Dr. Tang Hwa.
We used to stroll in the streets of Taipei or drink coffee, and | would ask
his advice on some cryptic sentences. Along the years, we had long conversa-
tions. Once, he said: “We stroll in the streets, we sit around a cup of coffee.
There are the “changes” of walking in the streets, and the ‘changes” of
drinking coffee. All “changes” put together make a Principle, all the Prin-
ciples build the Changes which give birth to all forms of life.”

This is a typical approach as everything in the world is made up of
unceasing transformations, everything returning to its roots, never forgetting
the roots when reaching toward the leaves. This dates back 10.000 years
in China, in common with the integrating process by which “‘the greatest
has no outside, and the smallest has no inside”,

In his book, Dr. Tang Hwa justly avoids comparative philosophy for
it would only compare ideas which are similar or dissimilar according to
the starting premises.

We see how comparing led to wrong assumptions when the first Jesuits
to enter China though everything was fine as the “Heaven’s Emperor’ of
Confucius could very well be assimilated to “God”. By this semantic trick,
the Chinese could easily be converted to Christianism.

Dr. Tang’s approach is a synthesis, a bridging of differences in thinking.
As we all belong to a world which gets smaller everyday owing to the in-
creased speed of communications, the next century must see ethnological
and cultural differences not as opposites but as complementaries, whereby
East and West cooperates toward a peaceful Earth. Dr. Tang may bring
about this better understanding on compatibilities in the world. Therefore,
! wish his book a merited success as it may well be accessory to a formation
of the "“Great Cormnunity” for our children of the next millenium.

JacquesDECAUX  sept. 1982 Japan
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