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Flourish Pine and Cypress, Luminous and Bright Colors
Foreword of Collection of Mr.Chen Songmao's Work

Western painting has been sparked in China for over 500 years since missionaries stepped on the earth of China in 16th Century, and 1ts
mutative history and inheritance is kind of reflection of the aesthetic change and value-orientation which took place during the transformation
from traditional to modern society in this country. Even today, both China and its field of painting have been involved in the wave of so-
called Post Modern despite their immature modern development. In terms of Chinese western painting, two disparate camps have been lead
to, one is the contemporary camp, and the other is the traditional. But as it goes, neither contemporary nor traditional has option rather than
follow the market which 1s too strong to avoid. And there's seldom independent thinking and judgement on art, and people would not treat
art as a noumenon and have further consideration on relative issues. Within this situation. it would be a tough mission if insisting one's own

judgement and consideration on art and aesthetics, meanwhile, ignoring current utility and profit and refusing seduction.

In term of the style, Mr. Chen Songmao's work would be categorized as the traditional camp in current context. After closely read his works,

we would notice his skill 1s quite different from traditional methodology as we knew before.

In the early 50 years of 20th century, the tradition of Chinese modern western painting was established by the first generation of painters, such
as its pioneer Xu Beithong, and 1t was originated from classical academism in France. Actually, since 17th century, Italian painter Annibale
Carracci and some other artists had created western classical academical tradition. In the beginning, it was full of vigour, even combined
classical perfect figure and composition, represented by Raphael Sanzio, and serious observation and research together. The French followers

such as Poussin, David and Ingres, their skill and sense were even better than Carracci; classical academism had achieved the top due to their

works. But the problem was, when the first generation of Chinese western painting elites arrived France, where was treated as the center of
Europe, for the fire of Prometheus, there's no top-ranking painter stayed in the classical academism any more, most of whom had inserted
themselves into furious modern art; and followers of David and Ingres had turn classical academism into a rigescent system with formal
methodology and predilection of historical themes, rather than expression of concept, emotion, character, display and observation on nature.
Afterwards, Soviet school has been the only proper course to take for the second generation in which realism has been top-up in classical

academism, it was due to political reasons in 50s, thus caused inherent shortage of Chinese modern western painting and art education.

As other artists who accepted serious academic training in 50s and 60s, it was the start of Mr. Chen Songmao's art as well. But academic
training was only essentials of basic skills for him, the inborn capability of comprehension which lead him avoiding intrinsic format and
opening up his own method with his sensibility and clinging character, and never be bound up by academical background. And Mr.Chen has
become the pioneer of the third generation painters in respect his talent and insistence for decades; even today, he keeps working actively in

the field with his unique perspective and expressive language.

Natural life, cultural life and his individual life are entangled together and developing in parallel in Mr.Chen's works, and relationship has

constituted Mr.Chen's own independent life without start and end, it has recorded his free continuous growing and reborn of life. There we



can find new possibilities of re-combination of nature and art which have been divided for too long, and it may be the resource that gives
vitality to Mr.Chen's works, here, we could abstract two views of life and nature of east and west which interact together and arise dialogues.
One hand, 1t 1s description or record of nature which 1s rooted in western art; on the other, it is a conjunction of unity of heaven and man, and
the view of natural life that reborn and metempsychosis in east, 1t has constituted a dialogue context between the figure of western expression
and concept of eastern expression. In fact, in the system of Chinese traditional art and aesthetic value, there's only artistic Yi Jing could be
compared with so-called “concept”(Guan Nian) in the west, and those two mentioned above are keys and souls of expressions of eastern
and western art. In Mr.Chen's works, we could notice such magical conversations between, meanwhile, there existing the dialogue among
the expression languages in different periods and styles everywhere which has traversed time and space. In spacial expression, it contains
traditional perspective relation and sense of two dimensions both in east and west, even expressive way of western cubism. So here comes
the spacial composition like montage, it 1s an unique method exhibits both two dimension and three dimension from time to time, it was
constructed by various perspective relations, colors, surface formed by light and lines with free turns. Especially, panoramic perspective is
applied for part or mid-shot which brings us mobile and changing spaciousness, and the abstracted and embodied landscape emerged together
now and then, and it is full of magic and surreal sense. Mr.Chen favorites various colors, but his capability of arrangement makes the imago
very peaceful and harmonized. And due to his capability of controlling lively colors and equilibrium sense, from impressionism to Van Gogh,
then to Piet Mondrian's early expression of color, brush and texture were presented in his works. But utility of lines in Mr.Chen's work 1s
independent from colors, it 1s even closer to lines in traditional Chinese ink painting which is full of intelligence and independent sense of
life. It reveals in his expression that Mr.Chen's concern is not expressing his rich knowledge, but his distinctive perspective on painting. His
free expression on accepting or rejecting i1s in order to express his understanding and comprehension on nature and life. Therefore, | prefer

his drawing and paper works that honestly reveal natural joy of life and free life.

East and west, abstract and representational style, tradition and modern, Mr.Chen's work also reveal intertwined acceptance and elimination
on them, which would be very dangerous for the mediocre state that fails for achieving the pursuit of extreme expression in western modern
art, however, Mr.Chen could free the harmonious that Chinese tradition are pursuing from the entanglement, and his work would be endowed
with a unique character of charm and style. It reminds me those non-mainstream artists in the early Renaissance such as Fra Angelico, Sandro
Botticelli, etc., their work showed the lingering between gothic art and more developed Renaissance, such as two-dimension and cubic depth;
due to these hesitation and entanglement, it was the origin of such most special and charming works. In painting history, actually, there's no
fixing disciplines between advanced and backward, for a painter, we could say he can or not. Undoubtedly, Mr.Chen owns the capability
and even 1s good at it. If we can describe and diagnose an artist without traditional or contemporary division, but treat the art work as a
noumenon, then it is certain that those artists, such as Mr.Chen, and their work would be more valued and regarded, and their significance can

be focalized and well understood and accepted by larger public.

Mr.Chen 1s not only an excellent painter, but also a great professor and leader in the field of education, so his students are over the world. In

The Book of Songs, “the succession would be as flourish as the pine and cypress”, and this 1s our best wishes for Mr.Chen and his life of art.

Wei Shaonong
Shanghai, July, 2011

Wei Shaonong

Director of School of Design, East China Normal University. Art critic, Forerunner of Shanghai Creative Industry.
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The Wind Sweeps by Stars
Mr.Chen Songmao and His Art

We often meet a gentle elder, with bright spirits on his face, strolling on the bank of the green lake of Common University where 1s

surrounding by rows of willow. This respected gentleman is the famous oil painter, Mr.Chen Songmao. My tutor Mr. Chen has been working
in this university for around 30 years.

As Chen's student, I've observed more clearly than any other that beneath his calm expression, there always fluxing his artistic passion. We
could appreciate his elegant and exquisite character that embodied in the trueness and expression of his work, even though his passion is
constrained by him. In the field of painting, which is getting more and more clamorous, so as himself, Mr.Chen keeps his proud and cool
manner, and his aloofness 1s undergoing beneath modesty. 1 could feel the fresh breath when standing in front of his works, such freshness

could be compared to the wind that sweeps over stars, that's the metaphor from William Butler Yeats' poetry as well.

[t seems to me that Mr.Chen's landscape painting i1s the most represented among all his creative themes. Not long ago, it is pleasant that
reading his early landscape painting and surprised by his sensitive observation and dominance on hue. Mr. Chen studied in department of oil
painting, Guangzhou Academy of Fine Arts, and his tutors are Mr. Guo Shaogang, Mr. Zhou Daji, Mr. Wang Zhaomin, etc. Among them, Mr.
Guo Shaogang studied in Soviet Union and his landscape oil painting had affected quite a lot young followers, even Mr. Chen Songmao. He
concentrated on nature and adhered to nature and has lasted for decades since he was a young talent. Luckily for me, I was the first MA of
Mr. Chen. During the three years followed him, Mr. Chen insisted the education and discussion should take place in classes, we researched
mold of human body when had model, probed into art language. Mr.Chen instructed and influenced me by both word and deed, and was
good at giving me systematic guidance. The memory brings me back to the classroom filled with scent of terebinth, whenever I look back
upon the old days, moreover still so far. Mr. Chen has strong recommendation that emphasizing learning from nature and heart, but resolutely
against naturalistic stiff copy, he suggests generalization and abstraction, for him, the upmost element is artistic expression all along. And Mr.
Chen's instruction affected my art practice at all times. He often tells me, “Be good at addition, and subtraction is even more important.” “Less

1s more, it would be the higher achievement if less would overcome more.” This is how he enlightens his students, and he is the decisive

practitioner of this principle as well.

Mr.Wen Yiduo applied “dancing with shackles” to describe poetry. And the “shackle” so-called means rules of art, it is impossible to enter the
free kingdom of art creation without rules, and it strikes Mr.Chen as very true. But too much shackles to dance, only sticking to conventions
would baffle one's move. Mr. Chen attaches great importance both on basic training and research on inevitability; he respects form of artistic
feeling very much, advocates growing of intelligence and spirituality, so he opposes impairing of rhetoric on imagery. For him, rules of art
1s functioning as “making notes on The Six Classics of Confucius”, which is the essence of art creation. The most valuable characters of art
creation are forthright and sincere, austerity and spirit of let emotion take its course, rather than the negative element that affected manner
and sentimental twaddle, above all, kitsch is the most unaccepted by Mr. Chen, for him, it means the total lost of artistic style. In this sense,
The natural and fresh breath of Mr. Chen's works is corresponding with his style and virtue. If any skill and method breaks away from pure



artistic taste, it is nothing else but possessed by the devil. When talking with friends about the Mr. Chen's work, I have been always upholding

his pure pursuit of artistic character as his central value.

Mr. Chen's art creation contains strong sense of writing, but in my point of view, what he 1s chasing for is neither the graceful cursive style (Cao)
calligraphy, nor the fluent running style (Xing) calligraphy, his work is even closer to the calmness and melody of stone-drum inscriptions
(inscriptions on drum-shaped stone blocks of the Warring States Period). Rarely, Mr. Chen's work can be done within one brush, every piece
would cost his great effort on composition even a small work, he never let it be. I always compare Mr.Chen to Jia Dao, a great poet whose
most sentences are “composed in two or three years, and when reading every sentence, there would accompanied tear.”As a gentleman,
Mr.Chen is usually sensitive on actions and talking, he owns serious manner, and acts frankly. He opposes skittish act and never only hunting
for image. To the best of his belief, the Yi Jing is the noble spirit, instead of facial handsome. Not only an oil painter, Mr. Chen is also good
at water color painting. You would see the fully and delightfully image, free brushwork, those are the result of painstaking and deliberate
consideration which could not be known for the other, but himself has tasted the internal bitter and sweet. In Mr. Chen's landscape oil
painting, we could observe strong brush and rich colors arrangement which bring us strong visual impact, it is exactly “particular observation,

peculiar function.” In my view, the arrangement of intention is the central feature of Mr.Chen's works, and 1t has been impenetrated his art
life.

From Arrive in Jingang,to Memorial of Ba Da Shan Ren, Gold Autumn of Hometown, Auspicious Snow, we could observe distinct trace in
Mr.Chen's works, his landscape has eliminated naturalistic narration and depiction, while insisting realistic framework, he also exploring
the subaudition and implication locate out side the imagery. Mr.Chen attaches great attention on internal abstract constructed element and
complanate arrangement and division of colors which forged strong character of his work. The strong character, as Liu Xie mentioned 1n
The Literary Heart and the Carving of Dragons (Wen Xin Diao Long) should be “conjecturing strong and stable words, making crystallized
and flexible sounds.”Mr.Chen's work always starts from the general character and think over every shape and color in the image. He refuses
messy, sloppy and express at random, which leads to bright and clear, strong and upright temper; even his work of graceful landscape of the
region of south Yangtze River, we seldom see the gentle feature but magnificent beauty. Mr. Chen usually mentioned the national manner
issue in our discussion, in his concept, this feature is rooted in the internal Chinese culture which concerns the cultural spirituality other
than the symbolic grafting. In terms of the style of his work, he takes the imago at the first step in order to integrate it into his own aesthetic
pursuit. No matter his landscape, still life painting, or portrait, all reveals artist's clear judgement in the spirituality and capacity. As well, Mr.
Chen concerns the development of contemporary art, but he is aware of speculation and flubdub in the work. As an honest intellect, he thinks
it is scorn to use or tease political symbol. All his praxis concentrates on chewing material and experiments on pure artistic language.There's
no need to request the sense of contemporary, he is neither a fighter nor even a young cynic. Comparing with the noisy outside world, he 1s
more an anchoret who lives in meditation and nourished richly in the tradition. Mr. Chen never swim with tide, he insists on his own artistic
concept and judgement which is the most valued issue of an artist and should be paid enough respect. Within such atmosphere, he just follows
in way and neglects the saying of fogyism, we could imagine how his imperturbation and confidence. In Jacob Burckhardt's Reflections on
History(Weltgeschichtliche Betrachtungen), it suggests the borders should be eliminated in the field of thinking, “There's rarely the matters
with high spiritual value in the world, therefore, it could not be said at all in any period: 'we are definitely satisfied'... In the field of spirit, we
have to achieve higher object... and we can get it...”’] would apply to this sentence to express my understanding on Mr. Chen's spiritual world.

Maybe one day, I could full apprehend Burckhardt's word, and we would re-absorbe the old saying that, “you would know the pine and
cypress 1s the last to fade in winter.”
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PREFACE

Mr. Chen i1s nearly eighty years old, however, I usually can appreciate his new works when I visit him due to his diligent praxis. In his
loneliness, he is cultivating and reaping at the same time, what he does only takes place in his small bright and clean studio. I still could
remember one night years ago, when I re-visit Mr.Chen's Auspicious Snow, I could not help thinking Su Shi's poetry, “The dark fell, wind and
snow arrived. Paper window and bamboo house, the light was bright. During the time stayed in, interest is seldom obtained.” Tian Lai just
asked, 1sn't the wind that sweeps over stars reflects his realm of life, lonely but upright? Wang Shizhen, scholar in Qing dynasty, interpreted
the situation described by Su Shi, “The lonely situation could not be tolerated for the rich, however, it's my favorite.”Such as calligrapher Mi
Fu's natural description, in the pure world, it 1s “simple desk, brush and me, bright window, simple house, ink and me” , it reveals kind of

simple and lonely life, but Mr.Chen owns his rich spiritual world in it.

“Flowing brook, quiet and beautiful South Mountain, in the thick bamboo forest, there is leafy pinetum.” I'm not sure whether the
gentle words from The Book of Songs: Xiao Ya was the origin of Mr. Chen's name. He grew up in an orphanage, and has achieved his
accomplishment by continuous working which exhausted his whole life, and this situation could be compared to a leafy pinetum. Today,
Mr.Chen and his work has attained veteran character, however, he is still on the way of moving forward. As his follower, I sincerely wish him

a healthy and long life and create more great works for the followers.

Feng Zhiguo
China Academy of Art, August 2th, 2009

Feng Zhiguo

Doctor of Chia Academy of Art, Vice-director of Art college, Jiangxi Normal university.
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Guilin Landscape (charcoal painting on paper)/7x21cm/1961







AE: FEM4CAmE 10x15cm 1966 4E4E
A NARERLTE (T mEFFR4C4<HE ) 27x19.5cm 1968 4F-AE

Left: Color Pencil Painting on Paper /10x15cm /1966
Right: Light of the Octagonal Tower (historical manuscript painting on paper) 27x19.5cm/1968
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K. WIEEACAHE 18x16cm 1958 4EAE
: REEAANE 19.5x13.5cm 1958 4FAfE
q: HYEIRFAAE 18x13.5cm 1958 4EAF
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Left: Charcoal Painting on Paper/18x16¢cm/1958
Left: Charcoal Painting on Paper/19.5x13.5cm/1958
Right: Light Color Pencil Painting on Paper/18x13.5cm/1958




