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LONG BEACH POST OFFICE

CALIFORNIA, USA

PHOTOGRAPHER  Darren Spinelli

S Post Office-Long Beach Main, also known as Long Beach Main
Post Office, is a registered historic building located on Long
Beach Boulevard in downtown Long Beach, California. The
Art Deco WPA Moderne building opened in 1934 and was added to the
National Register of Historic Places due to its architectural significance in

1985. It remains in operation as a post office.

The structure was built from 1933 to 1934 as a project of the New Deal's
Works Progress Administration. It is built out of large masonry blocks with
terra cotta sheathing. The structure's most prominent feature is the central
tower rising four-and-a-half stories from the street level. The building's
design has been credited to Louis A. Simon and James A. Wetmore.

From 1933 to 1939, Simon was the head of the Office of the Supervising

010

I

Architect, an agency of the United States Treasury Department that
designed federal government buildings. Wetmore preceded Simon as the
head of the Office of the Supervising Architect from 1915 through 1933;

his name appears on some 2,000 cornerstones of federal buildings.

The building's architectural style has been described as "Starved
Classicism" and "WPA Moderne". One writer has referred to the building
as "Post-Quake Moderne," due to the fact that the Moderne style of Art
Deco architecture was prevalent as Long Beach was rebuilt after the Long
Beach earthquake of 1933. In their book, "An architectural guidebook
to Los Angeles," architectural historians David Gebhard and Robert
Winter described the Long Beach Main Post Office as "PWA Moderne,

accomplished with restrained and sophisticated taste."
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