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FOREWORD

This book is easy to read. It is chockfull of prac-
tical everyday American dialogues (emphasizing the
appropriate _language and cultural responses), pro-
vides in—depth analyses of the cultural subtleties,re-
peatedly reviews and stresses the main points,and ul-
timately concludes with a challenge to readers to test
their knowledge of the language and culture of Amer-
ica. d

This book not only gives the reader an opportu-
nity to enhance his or her ability in oral English,but
also increases his or her knowledge of American cul-
ture.

I highly recommend this noteworthy new book.
It is,after all,a friend. And it also will be useful as a
tool to help the reader increase his or her ability “to
think” in English and “to feel” more comfortable a-
mong the social nuances of a foreign culture.

David Vilner
‘ i , American Foreign
W VW Language Expert
May 8,1994
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Dialogue 1 (335 1)

Situation: Two foreign students are sitting at a
counter in a restaurant waiting to be
served. The waiter is very busy with other
customers. After a few minutes, one stu-
dent turns to the other and speaks.
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Characters; Mike is an 18 —year—old student from I-
ran. He has come to the United States to
study English and then will return to his
country a year later. Nancy is a 19—year
—old student from Brazil. She will study
English for half a year and then go to
Columbia University in New York to
study engineering.
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Slow Service 218 1R

Nancy : The service is really slow here. I've been try-
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ing to get the waiter's attention for the last
ten minutes.

Mike ;I hope he waits on us soon. I have a class at
two o'clock.

Nancy : Me, too. I recognize that English book . You
must be a student at the English Language
Center.

Mike ;: Yeah. I'm in the fourth course. Are you study-
ing there?

Nancy: Yes. I'm in the fifth course. I took the fourth
course last month.

Mike ;I just came here two weeks ago. Do you like the
institute?

Nancy: It's pretty good. I think I've learned a lot of
English so far.

Mike: Yeah. I only wish the classes were a little
smaller, though, because we don't get enough
chance to talk. But I like my teachers a lot.

Nancy :How long are you going to be here?

Mike:I guess a year,but sometimes I feel like going
home tomorrow.

Nancy:You'll get used to it . Where are you from?

Mike : Iran. How about you?

Nancy; Brazil. I'm only staying here four more
months. Then I go to Columbia University in
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New York.
Mike :By the way,my name's Mike
Nancy ;Hi. I'm Nancy.
Mike: Hi, Oh, here comes the waiter. It looks like
we're going to get served after all.

Nancy :Good. I'm starving.
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Analysis of Dialoguel (X% 1 #9947
1. It was the slow service that both Nancy and Mike
complained about that led up to the opening of the

coversation between them.
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2. Nancy didn't start the conversation by introducing
herself. Instead ,she said, “The service is really
slow here. "Because Mike must have the same feel-
ing ,the conversation will in this way naturally de-
velop. .
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3. Mike showed he was intersted in talking to Nancy
by providing some information about himself,such
as,"I have a class at two o'clock”.
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