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Summary

This volume is composed of “Introduction™ and “Part One” of the whole
book. In the “Introduction™, the author first articulates his definition of the
history of philosophy as “a dialectical movement of knowledge rooted in human
social practice and unfolded chiefly around the relationship between thinking
and being”. Then he discusses the characteristics of traditional Chinese
philosophy. and, as the theorctical basis for this discussion, systematically
presents for the first time his view of what he calls “epistemology in the broad
sense”.

“Epistemology in the broad sense™ covers actually those fields that are
traditionally under the names of epistemology (in the narrow sense), logic.
philosophy of nature, ethics and aesthetics. Traditional philosophy. according
to the author. made great achievements in dialectical logic and dialectical
conception of nature in the form of monism of gi (material force). in contrast
with the Western achievements of formal logic and atomism. In cthics. Chinese
philosophy has a strong tradition of rationalism (or. in author’s words, an over-

whelming emphasis on “the principle of self-consciousness™) .
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