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“Still, it's true. They're happier now than they'll ever be again.”
Mrs Ramsey has gathered her friends and family around her in the family's

summer house on the Isle of Skye.

As the children play and the adults paint, talk and think, the relationships

between them develop and change.

Can true happiness ever be achieved or is it destined to exist only as a poignant

memory?

 Modal verb would

| I'd love to ...

' Future continuous

| Present perfect future

, Reported speech [ Verbs [ Questions
Past perfect

| Defining relative clauses

Non-defining relative clauses
Present perfect continuous
Used to / Would

Used to / Used to doing
Second conditional

Expressing wishes and regrets

Structures from lower levels are also included.



e ZONe

1000s of free online interactive
activities now available for
HELBLING READERS and your
other favourite Helbling Languages
publications.

HELBLING e-zone

is an inspiring new
state-of-the-art, easy-to-use
interactive learning
environment.

% FEMNSHI8E:
o PIXER - WHEE ¢ E0
« EE o MiXEE

ONLINE ACTIVITIES

elbling-ezone.com

O MR FEMETRLE IR, FHEPASIIRFEFL. (I ERTAEIE ST EERIT
SBEMRY, HTRFSESEAR T RAXTZ E(F I AYEEULET.

O 240/ EHSEENZERRPIRNIHES

REENER. FRBSIMNENITRESS, AEENEE

AL SERkAT B4 SRET, KT RIS TR A R RIPAIMIARIR. PEIRTEMBEIRISLL ERIR.

blog.helblingreaders.com | 7

FREERFHEHEBARFEZECHENFEDLR
LR’ FFCELBE T HRBBEANETHIE
g, BERMEIZ EHFH—SHHR? B84, Helblingi

MEBEERNEHES.

The Helbling Readers BLOG will provide you with
ideas on setting up and running a Book Club and tips

on reading lessons every week.

* Book Ciub
* Worksheets
* Lesson Plans

Subscribe to our BLOG and you will never miss out

on our updates.

4, g i - a 508,

n
| B8 Hewsunc Reapers |

no ¥ S

i

Good readers
good
learners




Contents

About the Author
About the Book
Before Reading
I The Window
II Time Passes

III The Lighthouse
After Reading
Answer Key



was born on 25th January
1882 in London. Her parents were wealthy
and their home was comfortable. Virginia
grew up surrounded by books and intelligent
conversation.

Virginia Woolf had a tragic life. Many of the
people closest to her died prematurely’ and
she suffered a number of nervous breakdowns
throughout her life. After her father’s death in 1904, Virginia moved
to the Bloomsbury area of London. Here, with her brother and friends,
she helped form the Bloomsbury Group. The group was an intellectual
circle of writers and artists who greatly influenced cultural attitudes
in Britain in the early 20th century.

In 1912, Virginia married Leonard Woolf. He was the stable’ presence
that Virginia needed. Virginia Woolf is acknowledged as one of the
greatest innovators in the English language and is a leading writer of
the Modernist movement. She used a literary device called ‘stream of
consciousness’” to give voice to her characters’ thoughts.

She wrote nine novels, two biographies, a volume of short stories, five
volumes of collected essays and reviews, and a volume of selections
from her diary. Her most famous novels are: Mrs. Dalloway, To the
Lighthouse and A Room of One’s Own.

In March 1941, Virginia drowned herself” in a river near her East
Sussex home. In a letter to her husband she said that she felt she was
going insane” and she did not want to spoil his life, too.

ccary — —

,,,,,,

| prematurely /'premat [al1/ ad. early, | stream of consciousness

too soon T £iib /'kon[asnis/: a style of writing that
2 nervous breakdown: period of describes the continuous flow of

depression and mental illness ¥&##58 thoughts of a person &Rk

e 5 drown oneself: kill oneself by going
3 stable /'sterbal/ a. calm and underwater LB Cig5E

unchanging nERY; REM 6 insane /in'sein/ a. mad ¥&#5EELAY



is Virginia Woolf’s most autobiographical novel.
When her sister Vanessa Bell, a painter like Lily Briscoe, read To the
Lighthouse, she felt that their parents lived again in its pages. Her
husband, Leonard, said it was a masterpiece.

Virginia and her family spent every summer until she was thirteen at
a summer house in St Ives in Cornwall. Her mother, like Mrs Ramsay
in the novel, invited friends from London to stay and the house was
always full of guests. And as dusk' fell, they watched the beam" from
Godrevy Lighthouse. After her mother’s death in 1895, her father, like
Mr Ramsay, didn’t want to go there any more.

The novel develops a series of thoughts rather than a plot, centring on
themes like women'’s role in society, death and change. Virginia Woolf
grew up in a time when women were wives and mothers and male
domination in society was the norm'. She rejected these attitudes and
her novel punishes women who accept the roles of wife and mother.
Marriages end in tragedy or boredom, childbearing’ ends in death
and only independent single women survive.

Because she was deeply affected by deaths in her family, Virginia
Woolf wanted the characters in her novel to defeat’ death. Mrs
Ramsay wants to be remembered after her death, Mr Ramsay wants
people to read his books after his death and Lily Briscoe would like to
see her paintings hung for posterity". All the characters are seeking a
sense of permanence, and perhaps the author was, too.

dusk /dask/ n. the time just before defeat /di'fi:t/ v. win a victory over
night 2&; &8 E

beam /bi:m/ n. line of light Y6k posterity /pp'steriti/ n. people,
norm /no:m/ n. standard, rule #5; usually family, who live after you die
e [=@; FH

childbearing /'t faild,bearip/ n. the
process of giving birth %/\&; £



The lighthouse is a symbol of many things in the novel.
Circle three words below that best describe the lighthouse
for you.

s’

e

* calm e
* comforting
* dangerous ﬁl
» distant
lonely 38 P
* mysterious —— i
* peaceful 4J};%—‘7/?\ BN
* permanent < p 4 ’//ZTNLLZ”/ ; \,:’:;

* protective '\\\‘/_w::‘
* tall

’ Complete the sentence with one of the words above. Check
your answer after you have read the book.

" She looked at the long steady stroke of the
Lighthouse, the last of the three, which was her
stroke. She felt again.”

» Choose the best answer according to the context of the
novel.

1) Why did Mr. Ramsay make a mistake?

A. Because he was so serious and stubborn to his son.
B. Because he didn’t pursue his studies to the full.

C. Because he only liked domestic life.

D. Because he almost knocked Lily’s easel over.



b) What does the sentence “ Attacked by gunshot and shell,
bravely we rode and well, through the valley of Death”
mean ?

A. Riding bravely through the valley of death with a gun.
B. Facing life and daily events in a heroic way.

C. Standing still and watching everyday life go by.

D. Attacking the enemy by gunshot on horseback.

) Who sees life as a series of heroic events ?
A. Mrs. Ramsay. B. Mr. Ramsay.
C. Lily Briscoe. D. William Bankes.

Sometimes places hold special memories. The lighthouse
is special to the characters in the novel. Is there a building
that is special to you? It may be a house, a castle or a
museum. Write a passage about it with the help of the
following questions.

When did you visit it?
Who did you go with?
* Why is it special?



Listen to Mrs Ramsay and match the names of the characters
to the pictures.

Lily Briscoe _\\ é’a

Charles Tansley

Mr Ramsay
Mr Carmichael

Complete the sentences with the adjectives from the
listening activity.

talented bad-tempered scruffy dull
independent  disagreeable

[ didn’t enjoy the dinner. The conversation was

James is a good artist. He’s very

Andrew told Prue that no one would ever want to marry
her. Brothers sometimes say some very

things.

Mr Ramsay was angry and he shouted at the gardener.
He could be very

Cam likes to do things by herself. She is a very
child.

He looked very last night. His jacket had a
hole in the sleeve and his trousers hadn’t been ironed.



Complete the sentences from the novel with the words
below. Look at the pages and check.

uncharming confided stupidity admired failure

The of women'’s minds annoyed him.
He wanted sympathy. He was a he said.
She the greatness of man’s intellect.

') He was the most man she had ever met,
Lily Briscoe thought. Then why did she mind what he
said? “Women can’t write, women can’t paint.’

Generally, people liked her. They in her.

Predict the answers to the questions below.

Look at the picture of the house on page 63. Why do the
characters stop going to the house?

A. They have to sell the house for financial reasons.
B. Somebody dies in the family.

C. There is a ghost in the house.

D. They have no keys to the locked doors.

Look at the picture of Lily Briscoe on page 76. What has
happened?

A. She has become a famous artist.

B. She has found some meaning to life.

C. She has bought the house.

D. She has finished building the house.
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